
 

  



Bridging Continents, Leading Civilizations: Modi’s 

Global Diplomacy Blueprint 

 

Purpose of the Book 

This book has been prepared as a comprehensive, research-backed chronicle of Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi’s global diplomatic vision, strategy, and execution, spanning from his first year in 

office in 2014 to the present day. 

It seeks to document a profound transformation — not only in how India engages with the world, 

but also in how the world now perceives India. Through deliberate outreach, strategic alignments, 

and values-based international leadership, Prime Minister Modi has repositioned India from the 

sidelines of global affairs to the center of international decision-making. 

The idea behind this book is not only to trace India’s growing stature but to honor a philosophy of 

diplomacy that is bold, principled, people-centric, and deeply rooted in India’s civilizational ethos. 

 

  Why This Book Matters Now 

We live in an age of global uncertainty — marked by: 

• Rising geopolitical tensions 

• Multipolar competition 

• Climate and health crises 

• Resource nationalism 

• A trust deficit in global institutions 

In this context, India’s rise has not been a given — it has been earned. It has been shaped by 

decisive leadership, strategic restraint, and the ability to engage all sides without aligning blindly 

with any one bloc. Prime Minister Modi’s foreign policy has demonstrated that a nation can be firm 

yet fair, traditional yet tech-driven, and sovereign yet globally integrated. 

 

             Objectives of the Book 

This work has four core purposes: 

1. To Document and Analyze 

It captures, in a structured and thematic manner, how Prime Minister Modi: 

o Personally engaged with leaders of every major power bloc 

o Deepened bilateral ties with over 100 countries 

o Repositioned India as a first responder in crises, a tech partner in innovation, and a 

moral voice in multilateral forums 



2. To Highlight Tangible Outcomes 

The book details real-world benefits India achieved across: 

o Defense: Strategic weapon access, joint military drills, localized production 

o Energy: Crude stability, renewable alliances, diversified sourcing 

o Trade: Export gains, bilateral FTAs, FDI inflows 

o Technology: AI, space, semiconductors, cyber security 

o Diaspora & Soft Power: Cultural influence, diaspora empowerment, global goodwill 

3. To Offer a Blueprint for Future Leaders 

Modi’s diplomacy offers a new model of leadership: 

o Grounded in cultural confidence and national self-respect 

o Balanced with pragmatism and adaptability 

o Focused on delivery, not just diplomacy 

This book is therefore not just an account of the past — it is a strategic manual for the future, useful 

for foreign service officers, civil servants, think tanks, students of international relations, and 

emerging policymakers. 

4. To Celebrate a Rare Statesman of Our Time 

In an era when diplomacy is often reduced to tokenism or populism, this book honors a rare 

leader who has: 

o Made diplomacy deliver 

o Made foreign policy accessible to common citizens 

o Made India a trusted, decisive, and dignified power on every global platform 

 

    A Tribute to Visionary, Value-Driven Global Leadership 

This book is ultimately a tribute to a transformative era in India’s foreign policy, led by a Prime 

Minister who believed that: 

“India’s rise must be peaceful, purposeful, and people-first — not just for its own glory, but for the 

world’s good.” 

From restoring India’s dignity in the diaspora, to shaping the G20 agenda for the Global South, to 

standing firm in a world of shifting alliances — Modi’s diplomacy is not just about statecraft. It is 

about state vision. 

This book, thus, does not merely recount events — it captures the spirit of India’s rise, powered by 

a leader who has redefined what it means to be a global statesman in the modern era. 
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I. Executive Summary 

Over the past decade, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, India has undergone 

a remarkable transformation in its global posture — moving from the periphery of high-stakes 

diplomacy to the center stage of international leadership. This report presents a detailed account of 

how PM Modi has strategically engaged with nations across every continent, forged powerful 

alliances, championed the voice of the Global South, and redefined India’s role in shaping the 21st-

century world order. 

At the heart of Modi’s foreign policy lies a blended doctrine: rooted in India’s civilizational ethos of 

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The world is one family), but executed with pragmatic, interest-driven 

partnerships. Whether navigating great power rivalries, responding to global health emergencies, or 

opening up new economic corridors, his diplomacy has been marked by strategic autonomy, 

cultural confidence, and bold multilateralism. 

  Key Themes and Achievements: 

• Strategic Defense & Security Ties: Deepened relations with the United States, France, 

Israel, and Russia, securing access to advanced technologies, counter-terror support, and 

joint military exercises. Deals like Rafale, S-400, and COMCASA signify India's growing 

military credibility. 

• Energy & Economic Partnerships: Secured long-term oil and gas contracts with the Gulf 

states, ramped up FDI inflow through CEPA agreements, and diversified India’s global 

energy basket — all while resisting geopolitical pressure during crises like the Ukraine war. 

• Global South Leadership: Under India’s G20 Presidency in 2023, PM Modi championed the 

concerns of developing nations, convened the Voice of Global South Summit, and 

positioned India as a bridge between East and West. 

• Crisis Diplomacy & Evacuations: Spearheaded rescue operations like Operation Ganga 

(Ukraine), Operation Kaveri (Sudan), and Operation Dost (Turkey-Syria) — projecting India 

as a first responder and humanitarian power. 

• Cultural & Diaspora Diplomacy: Transformed India’s diaspora from a soft power asset to a 

political force — evident in mega-events like Howdy Modi and Namaste Trump, and the 

establishment of Yoga Day at the UN. 

• Technological & Climate Leadership: Positioned India as a digital partner (AI, 

semiconductors, fintech) and a global leader in climate diplomacy through the International 

Solar Alliance. 

Through over 90 foreign visits, multiple bilateral summits, and participation in forums like G20, 

BRICS, Quad, SCO, and UNGA, PM Modi has not only elevated India's visibility but also reframed its 

identity — from a developing country with potential to a dependable, value-driven global power. 

This report finds that the Modi government’s diplomacy has yielded tangible benefits in defense 

preparedness, energy security, economic growth, technology partnerships, and global respect. His 

legacy in foreign affairs is that of a leader who gave India a confident voice in global affairs while 

safeguarding national interests and values in an increasingly volatile world. 

 



II. Introduction 

A New Era in Indian Foreign Policy 

In May 2014, when Narendra Modi assumed office as the Prime Minister of India, global 

expectations were cautiously optimistic. India was viewed as a rising power, yet its foreign policy 

was often reactive, restrained, and under-leveraged. Despite its vast demographic, economic, and 

civilizational strengths, India had yet to claim a leadership role in international affairs that matched 

its potential. 

Modi’s approach marked a decisive break from the past. 

As a leader with a grassroots mandate and an assertive personality, PM Modi brought with him a 

vision of India that was not only self-reliant (Atmanirbhar) but also globally confident — ready to 

lead, ready to partner, and ready to stand tall. His foreign policy was no longer just about managing 

threats or preserving neutrality; it became an active instrument for nation-building, economic 

development, security enhancement, and global influence. 

 

Diplomacy Reimagined: From Passivity to Proactivity 

PM Modi’s foreign outreach was marked by several distinctive features: 

• Personal Diplomacy: He redefined summitry by building rapport with world leaders across 

ideologies — from Barack Obama, Donald Trump, Joe Biden to Putin, Macron, Netanyahu, 

Jinping, and Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed — signaling a bold, high-touch diplomatic style. 

• Multi-Alignment: Eschewing traditional non-alignment, Modi pursued strategic autonomy 

— strengthening ties with the U.S. while maintaining relations with Russia, expanding in the 

Gulf while deepening Quad participation, and engaging with both Western democracies and 

Eastern alliances like SCO and BRICS. 

• Diaspora-Centered Diplomacy: Recognizing the power of India’s global population, Modi 

turned the Indian diaspora into cultural ambassadors, investment partners, and diplomatic 

connectors. 

• Soft Power with Purpose: From Yoga Day at the UN to Ramayana diplomacy in ASEAN, 

India’s civilizational legacy was made a pillar of international engagement — no longer a 

cultural footnote, but a diplomatic strategy. 

• Development + Security + Voice of the South: Modi ensured that India was not just a 

consumer of global decisions but a co-author of global narratives — especially during India’s 

G20 Presidency, Voice of Global South Summit, and pandemic-era outreach. 

 

 

 

Why This Report Matters 

In an increasingly complex and unpredictable world — shaped by multipolarity, global pandemics, 

technological disruption, and energy insecurity — India has emerged as a force of stability, hope, 



and leadership. This transformation didn’t occur by accident. It was the result of deliberate strategy, 

tireless diplomacy, and visionary leadership. 

This report/book documents: 

• The full spectrum of Modi’s international engagements across regions and forums. 

• The institutional and economic benefits India gained through these global partnerships. 

• How this approach recast India’s global identity — from a silent observer to a trusted, 

strategic, and value-driven power. 

It is a tribute not just to foreign policy success, but to a statesman who transformed diplomacy into 

a national strength — a key pillar of India’s rise in the 21st century. 

 

III. Modi’s Foreign Policy Doctrine: Vision and Principles 

A Global Vision Rooted in Indian Civilization 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s foreign policy is not a mere extension of standard diplomacy — it is 

an expression of India’s civilizational confidence, reawakened in a 21st-century global context. His 

doctrine blends tradition with transformation, balancing India’s national interest with a call for 

global justice, South-South cooperation, and strategic autonomy. 

The foundation of this vision rests on a clear set of guiding principles that have remained consistent 

across all international engagements since 2014. 

 

  1. India First, but Not India Alone 

While PM Modi's strategy has been unapologetically national interest–driven, it has avoided 

isolationism. Instead, he promotes co-development, shared security, and mutual respect in 

international cooperation. 

Example: 

• India purchasing oil from Russia during sanctions while still strengthening ties with the U.S. 

• Balancing BRICS and Quad memberships without compromising principles. 

 

  2. Multi-Alignment Over Non-Alignment 

Departing from the Cold War legacy of non-alignment, Modi practices multi-alignment — forging 

diverse relationships based on issue-specific needs and shared values. 

Implications: 

• Strategic ties with Israel and Palestine, Iran and UAE, Russia and the U.S. 

• India can now operate independently yet influentially on all global platforms. 

 



  3. Diaspora as a Strategic Asset 

Under Modi, India’s diaspora policy transformed. The Indian community abroad is now seen not just 

as remittance contributors, but as soft power ambassadors, bridge-builders, and influencers in 

foreign politics and business. 

Key Examples: 

• Howdy Modi (USA), Namaste Trump, Bharat Ko Jano contests, OCI card reforms. 

 

  4. Cultural & Spiritual Diplomacy 

India's civilizational depth — yoga, Ayurveda, Sanskrit, Buddhism — became key instruments of 

diplomacy under Modi. He made culture an extension of strategic power, not just heritage. 

Milestones: 

• UN recognition of International Yoga Day (2015). 

• Temples restored abroad (e.g., Abu Dhabi Hindu temple, Ramayana diplomacy in ASEAN). 

• Focus on Sanskrit, classical music, and spiritual heritage as universal gifts. 

 

  5. Voice of the Global South 

Modi positioned India as a leader of the developing world, amplifying the voices of nations left out 

of traditional power structures. 

Achievements: 

• Voice of Global South Summit (2023) with 125+ countries. 

• Advocacy for Africa’s G20 membership. 

• Debt relief, climate justice, and food security leadership in forums like G20, BRICS, and 

UNGA. 

 

  6. Strategic Autonomy in a Polarized World 

While global power blocs push alignment, Modi has kept India firmly non-subordinate — choosing 

partnerships without dependence. 

Proof Points: 

• Maintained trade with Russia during Ukraine war. 

• Didn’t join China’s Belt & Road but expanded own connectivity projects. 

• Refused to sign global net-zero targets without fair technology transfer. 

 

  7. Leadership Through Crisis Diplomacy 



PM Modi has positioned India as a first responder nation — whether during earthquakes, 

pandemics, or evacuations — projecting compassion, capacity, and credibility. 

Key Operations: 

• Operation Ganga (Ukraine), Operation Kaveri (Sudan), Operation Dost (Turkey–Syria), 

Vaccine Maitri. 

 

   Summary of the Modi Doctrine: 

Principle Core Idea 

India First, Globally Fair National interest with inclusive progress 

Multi-Alignment Strategic partnerships across blocs 

Diaspora Power Engaged and respected global Indians 

Cultural Soft Power Civilizational pride as diplomacy 

Voice of the Global South Equity for developing nations 

Strategic Autonomy Non-dependence on any single power 

Crisis-Driven Legitimacy Trust earned through timely action 

 

IV. Modi’s Diplomatic Engagements & Strategic Benefits 

A. United States 🇺🇸 – Strategic Convergence & Global Partnership 

 

Overview: 

Since 2014, PM Modi has elevated the India–U.S. relationship into a comprehensive strategic 

partnership based on shared democratic values, defense cooperation, technology exchange, and 

diaspora diplomacy. Under his leadership, India and the U.S. moved from polite transactional ties to 

a robust multi-sectoral alliance. 

 

Key Milestones Under Modi: 

Year Event / Milestone 

2014 Modi’s first U.S. visit; Madison Square Garden address to diaspora 

2016 U.S. declares India a Major Defense Partner 

2018 Foundational defense pacts signed: COMCASA, LEMOA 

2019 Howdy Modi mega-event in Houston with President Trump 

2020 Namaste Trump rally in Ahmedabad 

2023 State visit to the U.S.; defense, semiconductors, and drone deals announced 

 

Strategic Agreements Signed: 

Agreement Purpose 

LEMOA (2016) Mutual logistics support for defense forces 

COMCASA (2018) Secure communication interoperability 

BECA (2020) Geospatial intelligence sharing 



iCET (2023) Initiative on Critical & Emerging Technologies (AI, 
Quantum, 5G) 

U.S.–India Defense Acceleration Ecosystem 
(INDUS-X) 

Private sector defense co-production 

 

Sectoral Benefits for India: 

1. Defense & Security 

• Access to U.S. defense tech: drones, aircraft engines, naval hardware. 

• Joint military exercises: Yudh Abhyas, Malabar (Quad). 

• Enhanced maritime security in the Indo-Pacific. 

2. Technology & Innovation 

• Collaborations on semiconductors, AI, 5G, and space exploration. 

• Expansion of Indian tech companies and startups in Silicon Valley. 

3. Education & Mobility 

• Indian students now make up the largest international group in U.S. universities. 

• Visa reforms and expansion of H-1B and STEM OPT pathways. 

4. Economic & Trade 

• U.S. is India’s largest trading partner (over $190 billion bilateral trade in 2023). 

• Major FDI in manufacturing, clean energy, and digital infrastructure. 

5. Diaspora Empowerment 

• Strong engagement with Indian-American community (~4.5 million). 

• Political lobbying, remittances, and cultural branding strengthened. 

• Indian-origin CEOs leading top firms (Google, Microsoft, Adobe, etc.) celebrated globally. 

 

Symbolic Diplomacy & Soft Power 

• Howdy Modi (2019) and Namaste Trump (2020) became models for diaspora-led diplomacy. 

• Modi's charisma and oratory redefined how Indian leaders interact with foreign publics. 

• Indian festivals, yoga, and heritage promoted via embassies and community centers. 

 

   Summary: Why the U.S. Partnership Matters 

Dimension Strategic Benefit to India 

Defense Enhanced deterrence & joint production 

Tech AI, semiconductors, cybersecurity growth 

Trade Bilateral trade leadership & job creation 



Diaspora Political, cultural influence & remittances 

Global Standing Co-leader in Quad, Indo-Pacific power 

 

B. Russia 🇷🇺 – Legacy Partnership and Energy Security 

 

Overview: 

Despite growing India–U.S. alignment, PM Narendra Modi has preserved and recalibrated India’s 

traditional strategic partnership with Russia, ensuring defense continuity, energy security, and 

geopolitical balance. His Russia strategy reflects strategic autonomy — strengthening ties with 

Moscow even amid global polarization post-Ukraine war. 

 

Key Milestones Under Modi: 

Year Event / Milestone 

2014–2021 Regular Modi–Putin bilateral summits; defense and nuclear cooperation expanded 

2018 Signing of S-400 air defense system deal despite U.S. sanctions pressure (CAATSA) 

2021 India hosts Putin for 21st Annual Summit during pandemic recovery 

2022–2023 Modi continues trade and oil import engagement amid Ukraine war 

2023 Publicly tells Putin: "This is not an era of war" — balancing act praised globally 

 

Core Areas of Cooperation: 

1. Defense and Strategic Security 

• S-400 missile systems delivery underway. 

• Licensed production of T-90 tanks, SU-30MKI jets, AK-203 rifles in India. 

• Joint development: BrahMos missile project. 

• Regular joint military exercises: INDRA, Naval drills in Arctic and Indian Ocean. 

2. Energy Security 

• Increased crude oil imports from Russia at discounted prices, ensuring fuel stability. 

• Investments in Russian Arctic LNG projects and Sakhalin-1 oil fields. 

• Nuclear power cooperation: Kudankulam reactors under Russian assistance. 

3. Space Cooperation 

• Russian training for Gaganyaan astronauts. 

• Satellite launches and GLONASS navigation system integration. 

4. Economic & Trade 

• India–Russia trade crossed $50 billion in 2023, largely due to energy trade. 

• Development of RuPay–MIR card integration, INR–Ruble trade mechanisms. 



• Dialogue on North–South Transport Corridor to connect India to Central Asia and Europe via 

Iran and Russia. 

 

Strategic Balancing During Ukraine War 

• Despite international pressure, India did not condemn Russia outright, focusing instead on 

diplomacy and humanitarian aid. 

• PM Modi engaged both Putin and Zelenskyy, offering to mediate. 

• India continued to buy Russian oil, saving billions in foreign reserves. 

Quote (UNGA 2022): 

“This is not an era of war.” — PM Modi to Vladimir Putin, widely echoed in global diplomacy. 

 

   Summary: Why the Russia Partnership Still Matters 

Domain Strategic Benefit 

Defense 60–70% of India’s active equipment is Russian-origin 

Energy Affordable, stable oil during global inflation 

Space Gaganyaan astronaut training and satellite support 

Strategic Autonomy Independent foreign policy posture 

Multilateral Support Russia backs India on UNSC reform, NSG entry, and counterterrorism at UN 

C. Middle East (UAE, Saudi Arabia, Oman) 🇦🇪 🇸🇦 🇴🇲 — Economic Diplomacy & Strategic Gulf 

Partnerships 

 

Overview: 

PM Narendra Modi has redefined India’s engagement with the Gulf region — moving from a 

transactional, labor-remittance-based relationship to a multi-dimensional strategic partnership. His 

diplomacy in West Asia has focused on: 

• Energy security 

• Trade and investment 

• Diaspora welfare 

• Defense and counter-terror cooperation 

He is the first Indian Prime Minister to visit all key Gulf states — including UAE, Saudi Arabia, 

Qatar, Bahrain, and Oman — reflecting a deliberate regional pivot. 

 

Key Diplomatic Highlights Under Modi: 

Year Milestone 

2015–
2023 

Multiple visits to UAE, Saudi Arabia, and Oman — over 10 high-level visits 



2019 PM Modi awarded Order of Zayed — UAE’s highest civilian honor 

2022–23 Launch of India–UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) 

2023 Rupee-dirham oil trade mechanism initiated 

2023 I2U2 Quad formed (India, Israel, UAE, USA) — West Asia Quad 

 

Strategic Dimensions of the Gulf Engagement 

1. Energy Security 

• Gulf countries supply ~65% of India’s crude oil and LNG needs. 

• PM Modi secured long-term oil deals with pricing and supply stability. 

• Initiated joint strategic oil reserves with UAE. 

2. Trade & Investment 

• CEPA with UAE aims to boost trade from $60B to $100B by 2030. 

• Sovereign wealth funds from UAE and Saudi Arabia invested in: 

o Indian infrastructure (roads, ports, airports) 

o Startups and digital economy 

o Renewable energy projects (solar, hydrogen) 

3. Defense & Security Cooperation 

• Intelligence sharing on terrorism financing and extremism. 

• Naval port access agreements with Oman. 

• Joint anti-piracy operations in the Arabian Sea. 

4. Diaspora Diplomacy 

• ~9 million Indians live in the Gulf; Modi made diaspora welfare a foreign policy priority. 

• Agreements on: 

o Fast-track consular services 

o Labor protections 

o Bilateral migration pacts 

• PM Modi visited labor camps personally — a historic first. 

5. Cultural & Religious Diplomacy 

• Landmark construction of a Hindu temple in Abu Dhabi — supported by UAE Crown Prince. 

• Celebration of Diwali and Yoga Day in Gulf capitals under Indian missions. 

• Cultural centers expanded under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav. 

 



   Summary: Why Modi’s Gulf Diplomacy Is a Game-Changer 

Domain Strategic Benefit 

Energy Stable oil supply + local currency trade (reduces dollar pressure) 

Trade UAE CEPA & Saudi investment boosted GDP + job creation 

Security Counterterror intelligence cooperation + naval logistics 

Diaspora Legal protection, cultural inclusion, emergency responsiveness 

Religion & Soft Power Interfaith respect & Hindu heritage recognized globally 

D. France 🇫🇷 — Strategic Depth in Defense, Climate, and Indo-Pacific Cooperation 

 

Overview: 

Among European powers, France has emerged as India’s most trusted strategic partner under PM 

Narendra Modi’s leadership. The relationship has evolved into a multi-layered alliance covering: 

• Defense procurement and joint production 

• Climate and clean energy collaboration 

• Indo-Pacific maritime security 

• Cultural diplomacy and education 

PM Modi and French President Emmanuel Macron have developed a particularly strong rapport, 

resulting in historic agreements and shared global leadership platforms. 

 

Key Diplomatic Highlights Under Modi: 

Year Milestone 

2015 Modi visits Paris; signs civil nuclear and space cooperation MoUs 

2016–
2019 

India finalizes the Rafale fighter jet deal 

2018 Modi and Macron inaugurate the International Solar Alliance (ISA) in New Delhi 

2023 Modi invited as Guest of Honour at Bastille Day Parade in Paris 

2023–
2024 

India and France begin joint work on submarines, jet engines, and green hydrogen 

 

Strategic Dimensions of the France–India Partnership 

1. Defense & Aerospace Cooperation 

• 36 Rafale jets inducted into the Indian Air Force under a €7.8B deal. 

• Joint development agreements: 

o Scorpène-class submarines (P75 project) 

o Discussion on jet engine co-development with Safran 

• Regular military exercises: Varuna (naval), Garuda (air), Shakti (army) 

2. Climate & Energy Leadership 



• Co-founding of the International Solar Alliance (ISA) in 2015–2016. 

• Joint work on renewable technologies, nuclear safety, and green hydrogen. 

• Alignment on climate financing and Global South support at COP summits. 

3. Indo-Pacific Strategic Cooperation 

• France supports India’s leadership in the Indo-Pacific maritime corridor. 

• Bilateral naval exercises and maritime logistics pacts (Reunion Islands). 

• Shared counterterrorism agenda and joint strategic vision. 

4. Technology, Education & Culture 

• 100+ new French–Indian university MoUs under Modi’s term. 

• Visa liberalization and expansion of student exchange programs. 

• Promotion of Sanskrit and Yoga in French universities; Indian festivals held at UNESCO 

venues. 

5. Global Governance & Multilateral Support 

• France supports India’s bid for: 

o Permanent UN Security Council seat 

o Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) membership 

• France backs India’s G20 and Global South agenda. 

 

   Summary: Why France Is a Core Strategic Ally 

Domain Strategic Benefit 

Defense Trusted supplier + co-development partner 

Climate Joint global leadership via ISA 

Indo-Pacific Maritime and geopolitical synergy 

Education Pathways for Indian students and researchers 

Multilateralism Vocal European support for India’s rise 

E. Israel 🇮🇱 — Tech, Agriculture, and Security Collaboration 

 

Overview: 

India–Israel relations witnessed an unprecedented rise under PM Narendra Modi, marked by deep 

strategic trust, innovation partnerships, and strong personal diplomacy. Modi became the first 

Indian Prime Minister to visit Israel in 2017, breaking decades of diplomatic hesitancy. This 

partnership emphasizes technology, agriculture, water management, cybersecurity, and counter-

terrorism. 

 

Key Diplomatic Highlights Under Modi: 



Year Milestone 

2017 Modi visits Israel — first by any Indian PM; receives ceremonial welcome 

2018 Israeli PM Netanyahu visits India; bilateral agreements on innovation and defense 

2020–2023 Expanded cooperation in water tech, AI, and border security 

2022 India joins I2U2 group (India–Israel–UAE–USA): strategic economic cooperation 

 

Strategic Dimensions of the India–Israel Partnership 

1. Defense & Security 

• Procurement of: 

o Spike anti-tank missiles 

o Heron drones, radar systems, and UAVs 

o Air defense systems and surveillance tech 

• Joint development of missile defense systems and battlefield management tools 

• Regular counterterrorism intelligence sharing 

2. Agricultural Innovation 

• 28 Centers of Excellence (CoEs) established in India with Israeli expertise 

• Technology transfer in: 

o Drip irrigation 

o Precision farming 

o Post-harvest management 

• Model villages transformed under Indo-Israel agri-tech projects 

3. Water Management 

• Joint work on desalination, wastewater recycling, and smart water grids 

• Pilots for micro-irrigation systems in drought-prone states 

4. Cybersecurity and AI 

• Cybersecurity pacts signed to strengthen infrastructure defense 

• Cooperation on AI for defense, smart cities, and agriculture 

5. People-to-People & Cultural Relations 

• Warm diplomatic tone with mutual respect for cultural roots 

• Indian Jews honored in Israel; yoga and Ayurveda promoted 

 

Modi’s Diplomacy: Symbolism with Substance 

• Modi’s barefoot tribute at the grave of Theodor Herzl, founder of Zionism 



• Public embrace of Israeli tech as a model for India’s transformation 

• Balanced the Palestinian issue diplomatically while expanding ties with Israel 

 

   Summary: Why the Israel Partnership Is Strategically Valuable 

Domain Strategic Benefit 

Defense High-tech weapons and surveillance systems 

Agriculture Revolution in water-smart and climate-resilient farming 

Water Solutions for water-stressed Indian regions 

Cyber & AI Future-ready digital security infrastructure 

Diplomatic Symbolism Unprecedented warmth and mutual trust 

F. Japan 🇯🇵 — Infrastructure, High-Speed Rail, and Indo-Pacific Vision 

 

Overview: 

India–Japan relations under PM Modi have reached an all-time high, becoming a pillar of stability in 

Asia. With shared democratic values and mutual concerns over regional security (particularly China's 

rise), Japan has emerged as one of India's closest strategic and economic partners. 

The relationship is anchored in: 

• High-value infrastructure projects 

• Defense and maritime cooperation 

• Technology partnerships 

• A shared Indo-Pacific strategy 

 

Key Diplomatic Highlights Under Modi: 

Year Milestone 

2014 Modi visits Japan; strategic and global partnership deepened 

2015–2023 Annual bilateral summits held consistently 

2017 Launch of Mumbai–Ahmedabad Bullet Train Project 

2022–2023 Japan commits over ₹3.2 lakh crore in loans and grants for Indian infrastructure 

2023 Japan supports India’s G20 and Global South leadership 

 

Strategic Dimensions of the India–Japan Partnership 

1. Infrastructure & Urban Development 

• Mumbai–Ahmedabad High-Speed Rail (Bullet Train): ₹1 lakh crore project funded by Japan. 

• Smart city development assistance: water, sanitation, and transportation modernization. 

• Development of industrial corridors (Delhi–Mumbai, Chennai–Bengaluru). 

2. Defense & Maritime Security 



• Malabar Naval Exercises (with the U.S. and Australia as part of Quad). 

• Joint naval port visits, submarine communication sharing. 

• Cooperation in space situational awareness and coast guard operations. 

3. Economic & Trade Engagement 

• Japan is one of the top 5 investors in India. 

• Key investments in: 

o Automobile and electronics manufacturing 

o Skill development and digital skilling 

o Startups, fintech, and green tech 

• India–Japan Act East Forum promotes NE region infrastructure 

4. Technology & Innovation 

• Support for AI, 5G, and robotics-based industrial solutions. 

• Joint research on semiconductors and hydrogen fuel cells. 

• Japan’s ODA (Official Development Assistance) to India is the largest globally. 

5. Education & Cultural Exchange 

• Expansion of Japanese language training in Indian technical institutions. 

• 1,000+ Indian students studying in Japan through bilateral scholarships. 

• Collaboration in Buddhist heritage preservation. 

 

Indo-Pacific Vision Alignment 

• Japan and India co-define a Free, Open, and Inclusive Indo-Pacific (FOIP). 

• Strategic balancing of China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI). 

• Maritime domain awareness and resilience partnerships in ASEAN and Africa. 

 

   Summary: Why Japan Is a Long-Term Strategic Partner 

Domain Strategic Benefit 

Infrastructure Bullet train, smart cities, industrial corridors 

Defense Maritime strategy, coast guard cooperation 

Technology Semiconductors, hydrogen, robotics innovation 

Education & Skills Language, exchange programs, workforce readiness 

Indo-Pacific Shared geopolitical strategy, Quad alignment 

G. Australia 🇦🇺 — Education, Energy, and Indo-Pacific Defense Cooperation 

 



Overview: 

Under PM Modi’s leadership, India–Australia ties have transformed from underutilized goodwill to a 

robust comprehensive strategic partnership. Driven by shared democratic values, maritime security 

interests, and economic complementarity, Australia has become a crucial partner in India’s Indo-

Pacific vision, energy diversification, and education diplomacy. 

PM Modi has personally invested in this relationship — being the first Indian Prime Minister to visit 

Australia in nearly three decades (2014) and maintaining strong ties with successive Australian 

leaders. 

 

Key Diplomatic Highlights Under Modi: 

Year Milestone 

2014 Historic address by PM Modi to the Australian Parliament 

2020 India–Australia elevate ties to Comprehensive Strategic Partnership 

2021 Australia invited to participate in Malabar Naval Exercise 

2022 India–Australia Economic Cooperation and Trade Agreement (IndAus ECTA) signed 

2023 Modi@Sydney mega diaspora event with PM Anthony Albanese 

 

Strategic Dimensions of the India–Australia Partnership 

1. Defense & Indo-Pacific Security 

• Australia becomes a permanent member of the Malabar Exercise. 

• Quad security dialogue with the U.S. and Japan formalized. 

• Naval cooperation, ship visits, and maritime domain awareness missions intensified. 

• Shared interest in countering Chinese assertiveness in Indo-Pacific waters. 

2. Energy & Critical Minerals 

• Major agreements on: 

o Uranium supply for Indian nuclear plants. 

o Lithium, cobalt, and rare earth minerals vital for electric vehicles and electronics. 

• Collaboration on green hydrogen, solar energy, and energy storage tech. 

3. Education & Student Mobility 

• Over 100,000 Indian students currently in Australia — largest foreign student group. 

• Mutual recognition of qualifications agreement signed in 2023. 

• Joint university campuses (e.g., Deakin University in Gujarat’s GIFT City). 



4. Trade & Investment 

• ECTA agreement enables duty-free access for 96% of Indian exports. 

• Australia opens new opportunities in agri-tech, wine, meat, and mining. 

• Boost to MSME partnerships and digital innovation hubs. 

5. Diaspora & Soft Power 

• Growing influence of the 800,000+ strong Indian diaspora in Australian politics and 

business. 

• Celebration of Indian festivals, Yoga Day, and bilateral cultural programs. 

• Modi’s 2023 Sydney rally reflected the emotional bond between the two democracies. 

 

   Summary: Why Australia Is a Key Indo-Pacific Partner 

Domain Strategic Benefit 

Defense Quad partner, maritime intelligence, joint drills 

Energy Access to uranium and rare earths 

Education Student migration, dual campuses, mutual recognition 

Trade ECTA enabling export growth and diversification 

Diplomatic Alignment Democracy, China strategy, climate collaboration 

H. Neighborhood First & Act East Policy — Building Stability, Trust & Connectivity 

 

Overview: 

PM Narendra Modi placed high strategic importance on India’s immediate neighborhood and East 

Asian outreach, realizing that regional stability is a prerequisite for global stature. Through his 

Neighborhood First Policy and Act East Policy, Modi focused on: 

• Building trust with neighbors 

• Resolving long-pending disputes 

• Enhancing physical and digital connectivity 

• Counterbalancing China’s regional influence 

• Leading regional crisis responses 

 

1. Bangladesh 🇧🇩 — From Border Tensions to Model Partnership 

Key Moves Outcomes 

Land Boundary Agreement (2015) — resolved a 41-
year-old dispute 

Peaceful border, improved confidence 

Water & energy cooperation: Power grid, river 
water sharing 

Electricity exported from India to 
Bangladesh 



Modi–Hasina frequent engagements Personal diplomacy strengthened bilateral 
trust 

Border management & trade facilitation India is now Bangladesh’s second-largest 
trading partner 

   Strategic Benefit: Stable border, reduced illegal migration, increased trade, cultural harmony 

 

2. Nepal 🇳🇵 — Civilizational Links and Post-Quake Diplomacy 

Key Moves Outcomes 

PM Modi’s visit in 2014 was first in 17 years Reignited people-to-people ties 

India’s swift aid after 2015 earthquake Massive goodwill and infrastructure rebuilding 

Cooperation on hydropower & transit routes Better regional connectivity via India’s ports 

   Strategic Benefit: Hindu-Buddhist link revival, buffer against China, water diplomacy 

 

3. Bhutan 🇧🇹 — All-Weather Ally and Green Energy Partner 

Key Moves Outcomes 

First foreign visit by PM Modi after taking office (2014) Symbolized priority to trusted neighbor 

India supports hydropower projects & digital 
education 

Key revenue source for Bhutan 

Strategic coordination during Doklam standoff (2017) India protected Bhutanese sovereignty 

   Strategic Benefit: Diplomatic reliability, soft power projection, border security 

 

4. Sri Lanka 🇱🇰 — Balancing Chinese Influence with Development Support 

Key Moves Outcomes 

Development assistance post-civil war Housing projects, emergency aid 

Cultural diplomacy via Ramayana trail & Buddhism Soft power and tourism ties 

Maritime security coordination Joint patrols & coastal radar systems 

   Strategic Benefit: Regional influence restored, anti-piracy, maritime security 

 

5. Maldives & Seychelles         — Island Diplomacy 

Key Moves Outcomes 

Modi visited Maldives twice; defense assistance scaled Radar networks and port development 

Coastal surveillance systems & Line of Credit Helped curb China's naval footprint 

   Strategic Benefit: Secured Indian Ocean presence, humanitarian goodwill 

 

6. Act East Policy — ASEAN and Beyond 

Key Engagements: 

• PM Modi elevated “Look East” to Act East, adding strategic depth to India–ASEAN ties. 



• Multiple visits to Singapore, Indonesia, Myanmar, Vietnam, and participation in East Asia 

Summits. 

Focus Areas Outcomes 

Maritime security & Indo-Pacific code of conduct Countered Chinese assertiveness 

Ramayana and Buddhism diplomacy Cultural and religious soft power 

Vietnam–India defense deals Oil exploration, naval cooperation 

   Strategic Benefit: Strategic foothold in SE Asia, cultural integration, maritime alliance 

 

   Summary: Why Neighborhood & Eastern Outreach Are Core Pillars 

Country / Region Strategic Benefit 

Bangladesh Resolved boundary, enhanced trade & power grid 

Nepal Disaster diplomacy, water & people ties 

Bhutan Energy alliance, buffer zone support 

Sri Lanka Soft power + anti-China infrastructure balancing 

Maldives / Seychelles Ocean surveillance, defense outreach 

ASEAN Maritime access, cultural diplomacy, Indo-Pacific alignment 

I. Africa & Latin America      — Expanding the Global South Engagement 

 

Overview: 

PM Narendra Modi’s outreach to Africa and Latin America represents a bold expansion of India's 

foreign policy footprint beyond traditional partners. Under his leadership, India shifted from 

symbolic diplomacy to substantive engagement in trade, technology, education, defense, and 

development — driven by a commitment to South–South cooperation. 

Modi positioned India not just as a development partner, but as a trusted alternative to China in the 

eyes of many emerging economies. 

 

1. Africa    — Strategic Reengagement with the Continent of the Future 

Key Moves Outcomes 

Hosted India–Africa Forum Summit III (2015) with 41 
heads of state 

Largest diplomatic gathering since 
NAM 1983 

Over 30 new Indian embassies announced across Africa Deepened bilateral presence 

Line of credit worth $10+ billion offered to African 
nations 

For railways, energy, water, health 

“Africa–India Defence Ministers Conclave” launched Shared security, anti-piracy operations 

Vaccine Maitri & COVID medical aid (2021) 25+ African countries received 
supplies 

Key Sectors of Cooperation: 

• Education & IT: Scholarships via ICCR, e-Vidya Bharti & tele-education projects 

• Healthcare: Generic medicine access (pharma from India) 

• Defense: Joint training, naval cooperation, equipment support 



• Agriculture & Water: Indian agri-tech deployed in Kenya, Rwanda, Ethiopia 

   Strategic Benefit: 

Soft power expansion, UN diplomatic support, trade access, China balancing 

 

2. Latin America & Caribbean 🇧🇷🇦🇷🇨🇱🇹🇹 — The New Frontier 

Key Moves Outcomes 

Modi met leaders from Brazil, Argentina, Chile, and 
others at BRICS, G20 

Strengthened top-level ties 

Engagement with CELAC & CARICOM groupings Broadened India’s diplomatic presence 

Promotion of pharma, IT, and renewable energy 
exports 

Indian companies investing in Brazil, 
Mexico, and Peru 

Cultural diplomacy via Bollywood, Yoga Day, and 
Ayurveda 

Rapid rise in Indian soft power appeal 

Vaccine Maitri outreach to Brazil, Bolivia, Trinidad & 
Tobago 

Strengthened goodwill during COVID 

Resource Partnerships: 

• Talks on Lithium cooperation with Argentina & Bolivia (for EVs) 

• Joint projects in biofuels, solar, and green hydrogen 

   Strategic Benefit: 

New markets, resource access (lithium, oil), Global South alignment, BRICS diplomacy 

 

   Summary: Why Africa & Latin America Matter in Modi’s Strategy 

Region Strategic Benefit 

Africa Influence in UN, pharma & energy markets, soft power 

Latin America Natural resources, diplomatic depth, trade diversity 

Global South Strengthened India’s moral authority and development leadership 

J. Multilateral Engagements — G20, BRICS, SCO, Quad & UN Leadership 

 

Overview: 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has elevated India's profile in key multilateral forums, turning India 

into a bridge between the Global North and South, and a respected leader in shaping global 

discourse. From the G20 and BRICS, to newer alliances like Quad and I2U2, Modi has ensured India 

is not a passive participant — but a constructive agenda-setter. 

These platforms have enabled India to: 

• Champion equity, resilience, and development. 

• Lead on issues like climate, health, digital inclusion, and global governance reform. 

• Strengthen India’s image as a reliable, neutral, and capable global leader. 

 



1. G20 Presidency (2023) — India's Global Coming of Age 

Key Initiatives Outcomes 

Hosted 200+ G20 events across 60 cities Showcased India's diversity and federal 
strength 

Theme: “One Earth, One Family, One Future” Based on Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam 

Introduced Voice of Global South Summit 125+ developing nations participated 

Champion of Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI) Shared CoWIN, UPI, DigiLocker model 

India’s push led to African Union's permanent G20 
membership 

A landmark reform for South 
representation 

   Strategic Benefit: Cemented India's leadership role in global consensus-building, Global South 

voice amplified 

 

2. BRICS — Reforming Global Governance 

Role Outcome 

Advocated BRICS expansion (2023) Egypt, Iran, UAE, Ethiopia, Argentina joined 

Pushed for de-dollarization debates Rupee-based trade with Russia, UAE promoted 

Tech and vaccine collaborations led by India Shared pandemic responses 

   Strategic Benefit: Strengthened India's South–South leadership, diversified economic 

partnerships 

 

3. QUAD (India–US–Japan–Australia) — Indo-Pacific Alignment 

Role Outcome 

Modi reactivated Quad dialogue in 2017 Focus on Indo-Pacific security and 
rule-based order 

Participated in 4 leaders’ summits High trust with Biden, Kishida, 
Albanese 

Quad working groups launched on tech, supply chains, 
and vaccine diplomacy 

Critical for post-COVID resilience 

   Strategic Benefit: Maritime dominance, China containment, strategic tech collaboration 

 

4. SCO (Shanghai Cooperation Organisation) 

Role Outcome 

Modi hosted SCO virtual summit in 2023 Promoted counter-terror and trade 
cooperation 

India remains firm on sovereignty and terror issues Opposed China's Belt & Road inside PoK 

Used SCO to balance China–Russia axis with Eurasian 
diplomacy 

Without compromising values 

   Strategic Benefit: Regional influence in Central Asia, energy corridors, anti-terror cooperation 

 

5. United Nations & Global Governance Reform 

Modi’s Contributions Impact 



First to propose International Day of Yoga — adopted in 2015 by UN 
 

Regular speeches calling for UNSC reform and Global South inclusion 
 

Led pandemic-related aid and peacekeeping efforts 
 

Pushed for inclusive climate financing at COP forums 
 

   Strategic Benefit: 

Soft power projection, reform advocacy credibility, cultural diplomacy leadership 

 

   Summary: Why Multilateral Engagements Define Modi’s Foreign Policy 

Forum Strategic Gain 

G20 Global visibility, Global South champion, tech showcase 

BRICS De-dollarization, South–South trust, expansion leadership 

Quad Indo-Pacific influence, China strategy, maritime cooperation 

SCO Counterterror, Central Asia access, strategic autonomy 

UN Global cultural influence, reform leadership, neutral mediator image 

K. Soft Power, Diaspora & Cultural Diplomacy — India’s Global Identity Reimagined 

 

Overview: 

Under PM Narendra Modi, India’s civilizational strengths, spiritual heritage, and global diaspora 

have been repositioned as strategic tools of foreign policy. What was once viewed as cultural 

symbolism is now leveraged with intent — soft power with hard outcomes. From the global 

acceptance of International Yoga Day, to temple diplomacy, diaspora rallies, and Sanskrit 

promotion, Modi has led a renaissance of Indian identity on the world stage. 

 

1. Diaspora Diplomacy — From Remittance to Representation 

Key Actions Outcomes 

Mega diaspora events: Howdy Modi (Houston), 
Namaste Trump (Ahmedabad), Modi@Sydney (2023) 

Political legitimacy and emotional 
connect with global Indian communities 

Launched Pravasi Bharatiya Divas reforms Simplified OCI access, grievance 
redressal, cultural exchange 

Real-time assistance during COVID and conflict 
evacuations (e.g., Ukraine) 

Trust and admiration among NRI 
populations 

Empowered Indian-origin leaders: Sunak (UK), Harris 
(USA), and others 

Showcased Indian excellence abroad 

   Strategic Benefit: Diaspora became India’s unofficial ambassadors, influencing foreign policy, 

business, and public diplomacy 

 

2. International Day of Yoga — A Global Cultural Movement 

Milestone Impact 

Proposed by Modi at UNGA in 2014 Adopted with record 177 co-sponsors 

First celebrated in 2015 across 192 
countries 

Mass global participation — from UN HQ to Beijing 



Yearly Yoga diplomacy led by Indian 
embassies 

Global goodwill, tourism, and wellness image 
strengthened 

   Strategic Benefit: India’s identity as a peaceful, holistic, and inclusive nation elevated 

 

3. Temple & Heritage Diplomacy 

Initiative Outcome 

Support for Abu Dhabi Hindu Temple, Ramayana trail in 
ASEAN, and Buddhist sites in Sri Lanka 

Interfaith respect, religious 
harmony symbolized 

India restored key temples abroad via diplomatic missions Cultural reconnection with 
diaspora 

   Strategic Benefit: Religion as a bridge of peace, not division — showcased India’s tolerance and 

values 

 

4. Sanskrit, Ayurveda & Classical Knowledge Promotion 

Sector Action 

Sanskrit offered in foreign universities (Germany, 
UK, USA) 

Boosted India's image as an ancient 
knowledge center 

Global Ayurveda Day & wellness diplomacy 
(especially post-COVID) 

Strengthened alternative medicine 
outreach 

Support for cultural festivals & ICCR exhibitions 
abroad 

Expanded soft power via art, dance, 
literature 

   Strategic Benefit: Rebranded India from a rising power to an eternal civilization with relevance 

 

5. Media, Branding & Digital Diplomacy 

• Modi’s global speeches are subtitled and streamed across continents. 

• Indian embassies upgraded for digital outreach (QR-coded tourism, e-visas). 

• Global brand India strengthened via: 

o Incredible India 2.0 

o Startup India Global Connect 

o Make in India roadshows 

   Strategic Benefit: India's narrative is now told by India — not others. 

 

   Summary: How Modi Redefined India’s Global Image 

Soft Power Asset Strategic Outcome 

Diaspora Political influence, lobbying power, global reach 

Yoga & Ayurveda Peaceful identity, wellness leadership 

Temples & Culture Respect for Indian values and diversity 

Sanskrit & Arts Relevance of ancient wisdom in modern era 



Digital Diplomacy Youth engagement, tourism, public awareness 

 

L. Strategic Benefits to India — Tangible Outcomes of Modi’s Foreign Policy 

 

Overview: 

PM Narendra Modi’s foreign policy has not just elevated India’s global image — it has delivered 

concrete national benefits across defense, economy, energy, technology, and global governance. 

Unlike symbolic diplomacy of the past, Modi’s approach has been defined by results, reciprocity, 

and long-term strategic gains. 

This section outlines the key benefits India has accrued from Modi’s diplomatic engagements 

between 2014 and 2025. 

 

1. Defense & Security Modernization 

Benefit Source 

Access to advanced weapon systems (Rafale, S-400, drones, 
submarines) 

France, Russia, Israel, 
USA 

Joint military exercises & interoperability Quad, SCO, bilateral 
drills 

Indigenous defense production via tech transfer France, USA, Israel 

   Outcome: Enhanced deterrence, reduced dependence on any single supplier, better war 

preparedness 

 

2. Energy Security & Strategic Supplies 

Benefit Source 

Discounted crude oil and LNG imports Russia, UAE, Saudi Arabia 

Diversification of sources to reduce volatility Brazil, USA, Iran, Australia 

Collaboration in green hydrogen and solar France, Japan, Australia, ISA nations 

   Outcome: Lower energy costs, fuel stability during global crises, renewable transition 

 

3. Economic & Trade Gains 

Benefit Source 

$100+ billion in FDI inflows over a decade UAE, Singapore, Japan, USA, France 

Trade deals signed (UAE CEPA, Australia ECTA, etc.) Asia-Pacific and Gulf markets 

Startup funding and digital investment Silicon Valley, Israel, Japan, UK 

   Outcome: Manufacturing boost, export access, MSME global linkage 

 

4. Technological Partnerships 

Benefit Source 

Semiconductor, AI, 5G, and space tech collaborations USA, Japan, Israel, France 



Gaganyaan astronaut training, satellite launches Russia, USA, France 

Cybersecurity cooperation Israel, USA, Quad 

   Outcome: Future-ready digital economy and cyber-resilience 

 

5. Global Health Diplomacy 

Benefit Source 

Vaccine diplomacy during COVID (Vaccine Maitri) Africa, Latin America, neighbors 

Pandemic crisis leadership WHO, G20, Quad health initiatives 

CoWIN platform used as global model Digital public goods diplomacy 

   Outcome: Trust in Indian pharma, leadership in health equity 

 

6. Diaspora Empowerment 

Benefit Source 

Improved visa access, legal aid, and consular support Gulf, US, UK, Australia 

Overseas Indian influence on foreign policy Indian-origin ministers in 10+ countries 

Cultural integration via Yoga, temples, education Global diaspora communities 

   Outcome: Diaspora turned into strategic partners and influencers 

 

7. Leadership in Global Governance 

Benefit Source 

G20 presidency outcomes: AU membership, DPI promotion G20 nations 

Support for UN reforms and India’s UNSC bid France, USA, Russia, Global South 

Voice of Global South agenda championed 125+ developing nations 

   Outcome: India seen as voice of fairness, development, and reform 

 

   Summary Table: Strategic Benefits Snapshot 

Domain Key Gains 

Defense Tech upgrades, joint production, preparedness 

Energy Stability, affordability, renewable focus 

Trade CEPA/ECTA deals, export access, FDI 

Technology Semiconductors, AI, space, cyber 

Health Vaccine leadership, CoWIN diplomacy 

Diaspora Political support, cultural bridges 

Multilateralism G20 leadership, Global South trust 

 

M. Challenges & Balanced Diplomacy — Managing Complex Global Realities 

 

Overview: 



While PM Modi’s foreign policy has been ambitious and largely successful, it has also faced 

significant challenges, requiring constant recalibration, restraint, and realism. Navigating global 

multipolarity, border tensions, shifting alliances, and geopolitical disruptions has tested the depth, 

discipline, and diplomatic agility of Modi’s doctrine. 

This section examines how these challenges were addressed through strategic balancing, without 

compromising on India's sovereignty or national interest. 

 

1. Managing China’s Assertiveness 

Challenge Response 

Border clashes in Doklam (2017) and 
Galwan (2020) 

Military stand-offs, infrastructure push, diplomatic 
firmness 

China’s Belt & Road Initiative (BRI) & 
String of Pearls 

India refused to join BRI; invested in Chabahar Port, 
North–South Corridor, Act East 

Influence in neighborhood (Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, Maldives) 

Countered with development aid, soft power 
diplomacy, and defense partnerships 

   Modi’s Strategy: Stand firm militarily, compete economically, counter diplomatically 

 

2. Russia–Ukraine War and Global Sanctions 

Challenge Response 

Western pressure to sanction Russia Maintained trade neutrality, imported oil at discount 

Balancing Russia ties with Quad & U.S. 
alignment 

Modi called for “peace, dialogue, and diplomacy” — 
balanced both sides 

Global food & fuel inflation Discounted energy shielded India’s economy from 
shocks 

   Modi’s Strategy: Strategic autonomy + silent pragmatism 

 

3. West Asia Volatility & Diaspora Safety 

Challenge Response 

Regional tensions: Yemen war, Israel–
Hamas conflict, Iran–US friction 

Modi ensured neutral relations with all — India 
respected by all camps 

Safety of ~9 million Indian expats in the 
Gulf 

Launched Operation Raahat, signed labor 
protection pacts, fast-tracked rescue missions 

   Modi’s Strategy: Trusted by both Shia and Sunni blocs; diaspora-centric diplomacy 

 

4. Navigating Western Hypocrisy and Protectionism 

Challenge Response 

Visa restrictions, trade barriers, 
WTO stalemates 

Negotiated bilateral trade deals (UAE CEPA, Australia 
ECTA) bypassing multilateral deadlocks 

Western criticism on democracy, 
minorities, or Kashmir 

Asserted India’s sovereignty, used diaspora and 
diplomacy to reframe narrative 

   Modi’s Strategy: Assertive diplomacy + strategic silence where needed 



 

5. Institutionalizing Diplomacy Beyond Modi’s Persona 

Challenge Response 

Over-centralization of foreign 
policy in PMO 

MoS External Affairs, NSA, and strategic envoys deployed 

Risk of charisma-dependent 
diplomacy 

Created frameworks (ISA, I2U2, Digital Diplomacy) to last 
beyond personality 

   Modi’s Strategy: Blend of personalized diplomacy and durable structures 

 

   Summary: Modi’s Balancing Approach 

Geopolitical Pressure Modi’s Response 

China Strategic pushback + economic competition 

U.S.–Russia rivalry Maintained ties with both; prioritized India’s interest 

West Asia Deep ties with UAE, Saudi, Iran, Israel — without bias 

Global criticism Reframed narratives through outcomes and confidence 

Multipolar world Positioned India as a connector, not a camp follower 

 

 

 

N. Conclusion — A New Era of Indian Global Leadership 

 

Over the past decade, Prime Minister Narendra Modi has redefined the contours of Indian 

diplomacy — from a quiet participant in global affairs to a confident, assertive, and constructive 

leader on the world stage. His foreign policy journey has not merely been about visits, summits, or 

speeches — but about vision, outcomes, and transformation. 

From Washington to Abu Dhabi, from Tokyo to Nairobi, Modi has built enduring relationships, 

resolved legacy bottlenecks, and projected India's interests with unapologetic clarity and respectful 

engagement. He has done so while balancing contradictions: East and West, Russia and the U.S., 

tradition and innovation, sovereignty and cooperation. 

 

  What Makes the Modi Doctrine Unique? 

• Civilizational Confidence: By invoking Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam (The world is one family), 

Modi grounded India's diplomacy in timeless values — and gave the world a framework for 

ethical globalization. 

• Strategic Autonomy: Whether it was continuing oil trade with Russia or opposing China’s 

BRI, Modi proved that India would chart its own course — neither aligned nor antagonistic, 

but assertively independent. 



• Global South Leadership: From the Voice of Global South Summit to vaccine diplomacy and 

climate equity advocacy, India became the true spokesperson for the developing world, 

giving voice to those often unheard. 

• Actionable Diplomacy: Under Modi, foreign policy wasn’t about protocol but about power, 

purpose, and partnership. Railways were built, oil was secured, temples were supported, 

and satellites were launched — not just ideas, but implementation. 

 

  Global Recognition of India’s Role 

• G20 Presidency (2023) positioned India as a consensus builder. 

• Modi’s addresses at the UNGA, BRICS, SCO, and COP summits received standing ovations 

and policy wins. 

• India became the only major power to enjoy deep trust from the U.S., Russia, EU, Middle 

East, Africa, and Southeast Asia — simultaneously. 

 

   The Legacy So Far 

PM Modi has laid the groundwork for a multi-generational foreign policy model — one rooted in: 

• Strategic realism 

• Cultural authenticity 

• Economic pragmatism 

• Humanitarian sensitivity 

India’s rise in the global order is no longer speculative — it is operational. Whether in trade, 

technology, defense, disaster relief, or digital governance, India is now seen not as a subject of world 

affairs but as a shaper of it. 

 

     Final Thought: 

“India is not just a balancing power. Under Modi, India is becoming a bridging power — between 

continents, cultures, and ideologies. Not through dominance, but through dignity and delivery.” 

 


