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From Amravati to the Apex Court: The Inspiring Journey of Chief Justice 

Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai 

 

Dedication 

This book is lovingly dedicated to the eternal spirit of justice, equality, and liberty enshrined in the 

Constitution of India by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, whose vision continues to illuminate the path of 

those who dare to dream of a more just and humane world. 

It is dedicated, first and foremost, to Hon’ble Chief Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, 

whose remarkable journey from the humble lanes of Amravati to the highest judicial office of the 

nation is not only a personal triumph but also a beacon of hope for every individual who has ever 

faced barriers of caste, class, or circumstance. His life is a living testament that perseverance, 

integrity, and faith in the principles of the Constitution can elevate one beyond the boundaries 

imposed by society. 

This work is also offered in reverence to the millions of marginalized and voiceless citizens 

of India—the Dalits, the oppressed, the downtrodden, and the underrepresented—for whom 

Justice Gavai’s elevation as the 52nd Chief Justice of India symbolizes dignity restored, 

representation realized, and the triumph of democratic values. 

Finally, on a deeply personal note, I dedicate these pages to my own mentors, colleagues, and 

family who instilled in me the conviction that chronicling the lives of extraordinary leaders is itself 

an act of service to society. Without their encouragement, this work would not have been possible. 

— Dr. R. G. Anand 

MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM 
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Preface 

When I first set out to write this biography, I was acutely aware of the magnitude of the 

task before me. To chronicle the life of Hon’ble Chief Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna 

Gavai—a jurist whose journey embodies both the struggles of the oppressed and the 

triumph of merit—is not simply to narrate the career of a judge, but to engage with the 

living soul of India’s democracy. 

This book is not born merely out of professional curiosity. It is born out of conviction—

conviction that stories like Justice Gavai’s must be told, not only for the sake of historical 

record but for the sake of future generations who need to see living examples of what 

faith in the Constitution can achieve. 

Foreword / Preface Contribution 

It is with great honor that I contribute a few words to this biography of Hon’ble Chief 

Justice B.R. Gavai. 

For me, Justice Gavai has not been only a towering figure in the judiciary but also a 

mentor whose guidance and values have shaped my own journey as an advocate, 

agriculturist, and social worker. His steadfast commitment to the Constitution, his 

compassion for the marginalized, and his fearless pursuit of justice have left an indelible 

mark on my life. 

As someone who has worked for decades in law, public life, and social causes, I have 

always drawn inspiration from Justice Gavai’s humility and wisdom. He has shown us 

that it is possible to rise from humble beginnings to the highest constitutional office in 

the land, while remaining rooted in integrity and service. 

This book is not only a chronicle of his remarkable life but also a beacon of hope for all 

those who believe in equality, justice, and the transformative power of perseverance. I 



feel privileged to share my reflections here, as a small tribute to a man who continues to 

inspire generations. 

— Dr. Subbha Somu 

M.A., M.B.A., M.L., B.Ed., Ph.D (Doctorate in Sociology) 

A Distinguished Advocate of the Supreme Court of India 

Renowned Sociologist 

 

The Seed of the Idea 

The idea of this biography took root when Justice Gavai was elevated to the Supreme 

Court of India in May 2019. At that moment, I was struck by the historical resonance of 

his rise. Here was a man who had walked the corridors of municipal schools in Amravati, 

studied law at Nagpur University, and spent decades toiling in the High Courts of 

Maharashtra—suddenly entrusted with shaping the destiny of constitutional 

jurisprudence at the nation’s highest court. 

When the news later came that he was to assume the office of the 52nd Chief Justice of 

India in May 2025, I felt a deep sense of urgency. India had witnessed only one other 

Dalit Chief Justice before him, and never a Buddhist Chief Justice. In Justice Gavai’s 

elevation lay a profound message to the marginalized and to society at large: that the 

Constitution’s promise of equality is not a dream deferred, but a promise that can indeed 

be realized. 

 

Purpose of This Work 

This biography is therefore not written as a mere record of milestones. It is an attempt to 

weave together the threads of his personal heritage, his professional growth, and his 



judicial philosophy, while situating them within the broader canvas of India’s social 

transformation. 

• For lawyers and judges, this book offers insights into his jurisprudence, his 

judicial style, and his contributions to constitutional law. 

• For students and academics, it provides a carefully researched chronology of his 

education, practice, and career, showing how perseverance and integrity can 

shape destiny. 

• For citizens at large, it tells the story of a man who, despite the weight of social 

barriers, rose to embody the spirit of the Constitution. 

 

The Research Journey 

The writing of this book has taken me through archives, libraries, interviews, and endless 

days of reflection. I spent months studying his judgments—367 authored opinions and 

his participation in 707 benches—not only for their legal reasoning but for the values 

they reveal. 

I sought out people who had known him—as colleagues at the Bombay High Court, as 

advocates at the Nagpur Bench, as members of the legal fraternity in Maharashtra. Many 

spoke of his humility, his discipline, and his unwavering sense of fairness. 

I also delved deep into the political legacy of his father, R. S. Gavai, a respected 

parliamentarian and Governor of Kerala. It became clear to me that Justice Gavai’s life 

cannot be understood in isolation; it is a continuation of a family tradition rooted in 

Ambedkarite values, Buddhist ethics, and the ceaseless pursuit of justice for the 

marginalized. 



The research extended beyond courts and legal texts. It took me to Amravati, to the 

neighborhoods where he grew up, to the schools where he studied, and to the community 

spaces where Ambedkar’s message still echoes. Speaking to teachers, classmates, and 

ordinary citizens added color to the narrative, reminding me that every great life is 

shaped by countless unseen influences. 

 

Challenges Faced 

The task was not without its difficulties. Judges, by tradition and temperament, live lives 

of reticence. Unlike politicians or artists, they rarely speak of themselves, and the dignity 

of their office demands restraint. Access to personal anecdotes was therefore limited. I 

had to reconstruct much of his life through public records, legal judgments, family 

recollections, and community memory. 

Another challenge was balancing two responsibilities: first, to maintain scholarly 

objectivity in narrating his judicial career; and second, to retain the narrative warmth 

necessary for biography. Too much legal technicality risks alienating general readers; too 

much sentiment risks losing accuracy. I hope I have struck a balance that honors both the 

rigor of scholarship and the heart of storytelling. 

 

 

The Author’s Own Reflection 

As I wrote, I found myself constantly reflecting on the symbolic meaning of Justice 

Gavai’s life. His story is not simply about individual success. It is about the possibility 



of India. It is about the Constitution speaking back to centuries of social exclusion and 

saying: “Here too, you belong.” 

For me personally, this book has been a journey of reaffirming faith in the transformative 

power of law. It reminded me why I became a student of justice in the first place. It 

reminded me that the judiciary is not an ivory tower—it is a mirror of society, and 

through judges like Gavai, society can glimpse its highest ideals. 

 

Acknowledgment of Limitations 

No biography is ever complete. Lives are complex, memories are fallible, and the written 

word can only approximate the richness of lived experience. I am conscious that despite 

my best efforts, this work may fall short of capturing every nuance of Justice Gavai’s 

journey. 

Yet I take solace in the belief that this book is not an end but a beginning—a foundation 

upon which future scholars, lawyers, and citizens can build, critique, and expand. 

 

My Hope for Readers 

If this book inspires a young student in Amravati to believe that she too can ascend to the 

highest offices of law, it will have served its purpose. If it helps a lawyer understand the 

moral compass of a Chief Justice, it will have served its purpose. If it allows citizens to 

see the judiciary not as a remote institution but as a human endeavor shaped by human 

lives, it will have served its purpose. 



Above all, I hope this book reminds us that the Constitution of India is not merely a 

legal document—it is a living covenant of hope. Justice Gavai’s life is proof of that 

covenant. 

 

Closing Note 

As I place this book in the hands of readers, I do so with humility. It is the story of one 

man, but also the story of millions. It is the chronicle of a judge, but also the chronicle of 

justice itself. 

With gratitude, with reverence, and with faith in the ideals that guide our Republic, I 

offer you The Journey of Justice: The Life and Legacy of Chief Justice B. R. Gavai. 

— Dr. R. G. Anand 

MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM 

 

  



Chapter 1: Family Background and Heritage 

 

1. The Soil of Amravati 

Every great life has its roots in a place, and for Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, that 

place is Amravati, a bustling town in the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra. Known for its 

cotton fields and educational institutions, Amravati is also historically significant as a 

center of Dalit-Buddhist assertion inspired by Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. The air of social 

reform, the echoes of Ambedkar’s speeches, and the presence of active political 

movements provided fertile ground for a young boy’s awakening. 

Amravati in the 1960s was a town of contrasts: agrarian and modest, yet brimming with 

the ferment of social change. For communities long deprived of dignity, the city 

represented both the burden of inequality and the promise of liberation through 

education and law. It was in this milieu that Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai was born on 



24 November 1960, into a family steeped in political engagement and Ambedkarite 

values. 

 

2. The Legacy of R. S. Gavai 

To understand the son, one must first understand the father. Ramkrishna S. Gavai (R. S. 

Gavai) was a towering figure in Maharashtra’s political landscape. A member of the 

Republican Party of India (RPI) and a lifelong adherent of Ambedkar’s philosophy, he 

devoted his life to the cause of Dalit upliftment. His political journey took him from 

Member of Parliament to Deputy Chairman of the Rajya Sabha, and eventually to the 

gubernatorial posts of Bihar, Sikkim, and Kerala. 

R. S. Gavai was not just a politician; he was a symbol of Ambedkarite politics in Vidarbha. 

He represented a generation that believed in securing social justice through the avenues 

of democracy, law, and governance. His life was a lesson in resilience—navigating a 

political arena often hostile to marginalized voices, yet never abandoning the dream of 

an equal India. 

This political legacy left an indelible imprint on young Bhushan. Growing up in a 

household where Ambedkar’s portraits adorned the walls, where discussions of justice 

and equality filled the evenings, and where his father embodied public service, Bhushan 

absorbed the values of courage, discipline, and dedication. 

 



 

 



 

 

3. The Mother’s Influence 

If his father gave him the ideals of public life, his mother gave him the nurturing spirit of 

compassion and moral grounding. Though less publicly known, her influence was 

profound. She instilled in him the values of humility, discipline, and reverence for 

education. In many ways, she was the quiet force that balanced the demanding life of a 

political household with the intimate needs of family life. 

Mothers in Ambedkarite families often played an unsung role—ensuring children 

pursued education, shielding them from caste prejudice, and nurturing resilience. In 

Justice Gavai’s later judicial philosophy, one can see traces of this early maternal 

influence: a compassion for the marginalized and a quiet insistence on fairness. 



 

 

 

4. Ambedkarite Heritage and Buddhism 

Justice Gavai’s heritage cannot be separated from the Buddhist movement initiated by 

Dr. B. R. Ambedkar. Following Ambedkar’s historic conversion to Buddhism in 1956 at 

Deekshabhoomi in Nagpur—just four years before Gavai’s birth—thousands of Dalit 

families in Maharashtra embraced Buddhism as a path to dignity, rationality, and 

equality. 

The Gavai family was part of this tradition. The teachings of the Buddha—karuna 

(compassion), pragya (wisdom), and samata (equality)—became guiding principles of 

their household. This spiritual foundation offered a counter-narrative to the caste 

discrimination pervasive in Indian society. For young Bhushan, growing up Buddhist 

meant growing up with a philosophy that prized equality above all else. 

Thus, his later career as a judge—marked by sensitivity toward marginalized voices—

was not a sudden intellectual choice but a continuation of his cultural inheritance. 



 

5. Vidarbha’s Political and Social Climate 

The Vidarbha region, often overshadowed by western Maharashtra’s political 

dominance, had its own rich tradition of social reform. It was home to fiery Ambedkarite 

activists, grassroots movements, and cultural assertion. Schools and colleges in Vidarbha 

were not just centers of learning but crucibles of debate about caste, justice, and 

representation. 

Bhushan Gavai’s formative years unfolded in this environment of aspiration. For a young 

boy in Amravati, the presence of Ambedkarite organizations, student unions, and 

cultural associations meant constant reminders that education was not merely personal 

advancement but an act of social resistance. 

 

6. Family Ethos: Service and Integrity 

The Gavai household was known for its simplicity and openness. Despite his father’s 

political stature, the family remained grounded. Visitors—from activists to students, 

from lawyers to villagers—were common. Bhushan and his siblings were raised in an 

atmosphere where public service was not an abstract idea but a lived practice. 

Integrity was the highest virtue. From an early age, Bhushan saw his father endure 

political battles, sometimes winning, sometimes losing, but always standing by his 

principles. This early observation shaped his own steadfastness in the legal profession, 

where integrity and independence are the bedrock of judicial duty. 

 

7. Seeds of Aspiration 



Looking back, one can see that the seeds of Justice Gavai’s future career were planted in 

this very soil—an Ambedkarite political legacy, a Buddhist spiritual foundation, and an 

environment that valorized education as the pathway to emancipation. 

His childhood was not privileged in the conventional sense. Though he belonged to a 

prominent political family, caste realities in India meant that prejudice and barriers 

remained. Yet, these challenges did not discourage him; rather, they steeled his resolve. 

From the modest neighborhoods of Amravati, he looked out to a world where law and 

justice could be instruments of transformation—and he aspired to be part of that world. 

 

Closing Reflection: Heritage as Destiny 

In tracing the heritage of Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, one encounters a tapestry 

woven from political struggle, spiritual awakening, and familial integrity. He was not 

born into privilege in the conventional sense; he was born into responsibility—the 

responsibility of carrying forward the dream of equality cherished by his father, his 

community, and his faith. 

  



Chapter 2: Childhood in Amravati and Early Schooling 

 

 

1. Birth in a Time of Change 

On 24 November 1960, in the bustling yet modest town of Amravati, Maharashtra, a boy 

was born into a family already shaped by history. That boy, Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, 

entered a world in flux—barely four years after Dr. B. R. Ambedkar’s historic 

conversion to Buddhism at Deekshabhoomi in Nagpur, a mere 150 kilometers away. 

The winds of transformation that swept across Maharashtra in those years were not 

abstract. They were deeply personal. For Dalit families, the 1960s marked both the pain 

of continued discrimination and the promise of a new identity through education and 

Buddhism. Bhushan’s birth was thus not just a personal milestone for the Gavai family, 

but also part of a larger story of a community reimagining itself in modern India. 



 

2. The Amravati of the 1960s 

To understand his childhood, one must understand the town in which he grew up. 

Amravati, located in the Vidarbha region, was historically an agrarian hub known for 

cotton cultivation. The town was dotted with small markets, narrow lanes, temples, 

Buddhist viharas, and schools run by both government and missionary organizations. 

But Amravati was more than geography—it was also a state of mind. The 1960s saw a 

surge of Ambedkarite movements, with Buddhist families gathering in community halls, 

organizing cultural events, and holding study circles to read the Constitution. For young 

Bhushan, this atmosphere created a double education: one in formal schools, and one in 

the living classroom of community struggle and resilience. 

 

3. Family Home and Early Environment 

The Gavai household was one where politics, justice, and social service were daily 

conversations. His father, R. S. Gavai, was then steadily rising in Maharashtra’s political 

circles as a leader in the Republican Party of India (RPI), a party formed to carry forward 

Ambedkar’s mission. His mother managed the home with simplicity, ensuring her 

children imbibed discipline and humility. 

Bhushan was the second of the children, growing up with siblings who shared both the 

joys and hardships of middle-class life. Though the family had a political presence, they 

lived without ostentation. The home was modest, filled not with luxuries but with books, 

pamphlets, and portraits of leaders—Ambedkar, Buddha, and Phule among them. 



Neighbors recall the Gavai children as studious but grounded, mingling easily with 

others yet always conscious of the values their family represented. 

 

4. First Steps in Education 

Bhushan’s early schooling began in municipal schools of Amravati, where resources 

were sparse but the determination to learn was abundant. Teachers in those institutions 

often worked with limited chalk, blackboards, and benches, but their dedication ensured 

that many first-generation learners, like Bhushan, received foundational literacy. 

He later studied at Chikitsak Samuha Shirolkar High School and Holy Name High 

School ([Wikipedia source]). Both institutions reflected different facets of Maharashtra’s 

educational landscape: one rooted in local community initiatives, the other influenced by 

Christian missionary pedagogy. This mix exposed him to plural cultures of education—

discipline from missionary schooling, and grassroots camaraderie from local schools. 

 

5. Childhood Traits and Personality 

From his earliest years, Bhushan displayed qualities that would later define his judicial 

temperament: 

• Curiosity: Teachers recall him as a boy who asked questions fearlessly, often 

challenging accepted ideas. 

• Discipline: Despite a busy household influenced by his father’s political career, he 

remained focused on studies. 



• Compassion: Even in school, he was known for standing up for classmates who 

were bullied—a trait deeply tied to his Ambedkarite upbringing. 

• Leadership: He participated in debates, essay competitions, and cultural events, 

often emerging as a leader among peers. 

 

6. Shadows of Caste in Early Life 

Growing up in the 1960s as a Dalit-Buddhist child in Maharashtra was not without scars. 

Although post-Ambedkar reforms had created spaces of dignity, caste prejudice 

lingered in subtle and overt ways. 

• In school, some children from upper-caste families kept their distance. 

• Teachers, while largely supportive, occasionally carried unconscious biases. 

• Social events in town often reminded Dalit families of their “place” in traditional 

hierarchies. 

Bhushan learned early to negotiate these barriers with dignity. His family’s status—

especially his father’s growing prominence—shielded him to some degree, but he was 

never unaware of the societal divisions around him. These experiences planted seeds of 

empathy for the marginalized, which would later bloom in his judicial philosophy. 

 

7. The Role of Books and Early Inspiration 

The Gavai home was rich not in wealth but in literature. The shelves carried works of Dr. 

B. R. Ambedkar, Mahatma Jyotiba Phule, and Buddhist scriptures translated into 



Marathi. As a boy, Bhushan often saw his father reading late into the night, preparing 

speeches or studying legislative documents. 

Inspired, Bhushan too developed a love for reading. While his peers were content with 

textbooks, he reached for biographies, essays on social justice, and legal writings 

accessible in Marathi. These early readings sowed the idea that law was not just a 

profession but a tool of liberation. 

 

8. Schooling Beyond the Classroom 

Education for Bhushan extended beyond four walls: 

• Community Gatherings: Buddhist congregations, where Ambedkar’s speeches 

were recited, gave him a sense of pride in identity. 

• Cultural Programs: Annual debates and elocution competitions taught him 

articulation and confidence. 

• Social Activism: Watching his father interact with villagers, protestors, and party 

workers gave him a practical lesson in democracy. 

He was a keen observer. Where other children played without thought, Bhushan listened 

intently to conversations about politics, law, and society. Even before he reached 

adolescence, he had acquired a worldview larger than his years. 

 

 

 

 



9. Transition to Adolescence 

By the time Bhushan entered his teenage years, the family’s public role had grown. R. S. 

Gavai’s rising career meant the household saw frequent visits from political leaders, 

lawyers, and activists. Bhushan thus grew up in an environment of intellectual ferment. 

In school, he was not the top scorer in every subject, but he was consistently diligent and 

balanced. Teachers noted his strength in languages and social sciences, areas that later 

served him well in legal reasoning and judgment writing. 

Sports, too, played a role—though not an athlete, he often participated in cricket matches, 

learning teamwork and resilience. 

 

10. The Turning Point: Choosing Law 

For many young men in Amravati, the choice of career was limited—engineering, 

medicine, or clerical jobs. But Bhushan’s upbringing in a household steeped in law, 

politics, and Ambedkarite ideals made his path clear. 

During his secondary school years, he began to show interest in debates about the 

Constitution and parliamentary procedure. His father often explained legal provisions to 

him in simple language. This early exposure sparked a dream: to study law and pursue 

justice as a profession. 

By the time he completed his higher secondary schooling, the seed had firmly taken root. 

He resolved to enter Nagpur University for further studies, a decision that would shape 

the rest of his life. 

 



Closing Reflection: A Childhood of Foundations 

Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai’s childhood was not one of luxury but of rich values 

and formative experiences. It was a childhood framed by: 

• The modest yet vibrant town of Amravati. 

• The political and moral guidance of his father, R. S. Gavai. 

• The compassion and discipline of his mother. 

• The Ambedkarite-Buddhist ethos that offered dignity in the face of prejudice. 

• Schools that gave him both knowledge and lessons in resilience. 

From the narrow lanes of Amravati to the corridors of India’s Supreme Court, this 

journey could only have been possible because of the strong roots planted in these early 

years. Childhood, for Justice Gavai, was not merely a prelude—it was the foundation of 

a destiny aligned with justice. 

  



Chapter 3: Teenage Years, Academic Struggles, and Inspirations

 

 

1. Adolescence in a Shifting World 

The teenage years are often turbulent: a time of self-discovery, doubt, ambition, and the 

search for identity. For Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, adolescence was shaped by both 

the ordinary experiences of a middle-class boy in Amravati and the extraordinary weight 

of his family’s heritage. 

As he entered his teenage years in the early 1970s, India itself was going through 

profound change. The country had just survived wars with China and Pakistan, endured 

the political volatility of Indira Gandhi’s rise, and was on the cusp of the Emergency 

(1975–1977)—a period that would leave a deep mark on the legal and political 

imagination of every Indian student of law. 

For Bhushan, these years represented a bridge: from the carefree days of childhood into 

the seriousness of academic pursuit, responsibility, and the stirrings of a future in law. 

 



2. The Academic Milieu: Secondary and Higher Secondary Years 

Bhushan’s formal schooling advanced through Chikitsak Samuha Shirolkar High 

School and later Holy Name High School. By his mid-teens, he had already developed 

a reputation for diligence and curiosity. Teachers consistently described him as a student 

who “wanted to know why”—a boy less satisfied with rote learning and more inclined 

to question fundamentals. 

At the higher secondary level, he gravitated toward subjects that demanded reasoning 

and analysis. While mathematics was not his strongest area, he excelled in languages, 

history, political science, and social studies. His essays often reflected maturity beyond 

his age—blending not only textbook knowledge but also references to current events and 

the social issues of his time. 

Exams, however, were not always easy. Like many students from modest families, 

Bhushan balanced study with household responsibilities. He had to manage with fewer 

resources than his wealthier peers—often relying on borrowed books, hand-me-down 

notes, and long hours in community libraries. Yet these very challenges instilled in him 

resilience and discipline under pressure. 

 

3. Teenage Personality and Social Life 

As a teenager, Bhushan was known to be serious-minded, but not aloof. Friends recall 

him as approachable, fair in disputes, and occasionally playful when the mood allowed. 

He participated in cricket matches, debates, and cultural programs, though always with 

an underlying sense of discipline. 

Several traits stood out: 



• Integrity: Even in school competitions, he avoided shortcuts. His belief in 

“earning” achievement reflected values learned at home. 

• Empathy: He often defended classmates who were mocked for caste or economic 

background. 

• Oratory: Inspired by his father’s speeches, he developed a love for public 

speaking, sometimes mimicking his father’s style. 

• Resilience: Failures or setbacks rarely discouraged him; instead, they 

strengthened his resolve. 

These teenage habits would later echo in his judicial life—where integrity, fairness, 

oratory, and resilience became cornerstones of his career. 

 

4. The Political Household and Its Influence 

Growing up in the Gavai household meant adolescence was never divorced from 

politics. His father, R. S. Gavai, by then was an established leader in the Republican Party 

of India (RPI), actively involved in Maharashtra politics. 

Evenings in the Gavai home often saw gatherings of party workers, activists, and 

intellectuals. Discussions about social justice, Dalit rights, constitutional reforms, and 

electoral politics were routine. For young Bhushan, these conversations were an 

education outside school. 

He learned that public life was not glamorous—it demanded sacrifice, long hours, and 

often criticism. He also saw the toll it took on his family: the father often away on tours, 

the mother managing household stress, and the children growing up in a semi-public 

space where privacy was rare. 



Yet this environment gave him confidence in public affairs. By the time he was 16, 

Bhushan could engage in political debates with adults, quoting Ambedkar or 

commenting on legal provisions with remarkable ease. 

 

5. The Shadow of Caste and the Spirit of Resistance 

Even as a teenager, Bhushan confronted the harsh reality of caste. While Amravati had 

embraced Ambedkarite Buddhism, caste prejudice persisted in everyday life. 

Instances included: 

• Reluctance of some upper-caste classmates to share food or sit closely. 

• Subtle remarks from teachers who carried social biases. 

• Visible disparities in access to resources, with Dalit students often left behind. 

But rather than succumbing, Bhushan transformed these experiences into fuel for 

aspiration. He began to see education as the battlefield on which dignity could be 

reclaimed. His teenage years were thus not merely about passing exams—they were 

about proving, to himself and to society, that barriers could be broken. 

 

6. Early Mentors and Role Models 

Every teenager needs role models, and Bhushan found his in several sources: 

1. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar – The constant presence in his household. Ambedkar’s 

speeches and writings were more than inspiration; they were a blueprint for life. 



2. His Father, R. S. Gavai – The model of political resilience and public service. From 

him, Bhushan learned courage, patience, and the art of public engagement. 

3. Teachers – Certain teachers at Holy Name High School encouraged his analytical 

bent and recognized his potential in debating. They often gave him extra reading 

or asked him to mentor younger students. 

4. Community Leaders – Buddhist monks and local Ambedkarite activists who 

spoke at community gatherings reinforced the values of equality and justice. 

These mentors instilled in him confidence in his identity—he did not have to apologize 

for who he was; instead, he had to excel and serve. 

 

7. Decision to Enter Nagpur University 

By the late 1970s, Bhushan had completed his higher secondary education. The question 

of what next loomed large. Engineering and medicine were the traditional “elite” choices, 

but financial constraints, combined with his natural inclination, pushed him toward the 

arts and law. 

He enrolled in Nagpur University (now Rashtrasant Tukadoji Maharaj Nagpur 

University), pursuing a Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Laws (B.A., LL.B.). This 

decision was not accidental—Nagpur was historically central to the Ambedkarite 

movement. Deekshabhoomi, where Ambedkar embraced Buddhism, was in Nagpur; the 

city had a vibrant culture of student politics, legal debates, and intellectual ferment. 

For Bhushan, moving to Nagpur was both exciting and daunting: exciting because it 

opened the doors of higher learning, daunting because it meant leaving the comfort of 

Amravati and entering a larger, more competitive world. 



 

8. Struggles as a College Student 

At Nagpur University, Bhushan’s academic journey was demanding. Law required 

meticulous reading, long hours in libraries, and an ability to connect theory with practice. 

• Financial Struggles: The family’s resources were stretched thin. His father’s 

political commitments often meant limited income. Bhushan relied on 

scholarships, part-time tutoring, and frugal living. 

• Hostel Life: He stayed in modest accommodations, often sharing cramped rooms 

with other students. These living conditions taught him adaptability and 

camaraderie. 

• Language Barriers: Though fluent in Marathi, he had to sharpen his English for 

law studies. This required extra effort, often staying up late to translate passages. 

• Competition: Many classmates came from privileged backgrounds with family 

legacies in law. Bhushan had to work twice as hard to stand on equal footing. 

Yet these very struggles shaped his resilience. He developed a strict routine: early 

mornings in libraries, afternoons in lectures, evenings in study circles, and late nights of 

self-study. 

 

 

9. Exposure to Student Politics and Ambedkarite Movements 

Nagpur University in the late 1970s and early 1980s was a hub of student activism. 

Bhushan inevitably became part of circles where Ambedkar’s philosophy was discussed 



passionately. While he did not dive deep into student politics (focusing more on 

academics), he was an observer and occasional participant in rallies, debates, and 

seminars on social justice. 

This exposure broadened his worldview. He realized that law was not confined to 

textbooks—it was a living force shaping society. Student protests about education, 

reservations, and social equality left a strong impression, reinforcing his desire to use law 

as a tool of empowerment. 

 

10. Intellectual Awakening: Law as a Calling 

During his LL.B. studies, Bhushan discovered his true calling. Subjects like 

constitutional law, criminal procedure, and administrative law fascinated him. He was 

particularly inspired by the writings of Justice H. R. Khanna (famous for dissenting in the 

Emergency case), Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer, and of course, Ambedkar. 

He began to see law as more than a profession: 

• It was a means of social transformation. 

• It was a weapon of the weak against the powerful. 

• It was a language of dignity for those historically denied it. 

This realization crystallized his ambition: to practice law with excellence, integrity, and 

empathy, and one day to serve as a judge who could deliver justice not just in law but in 

spirit. 

 

11. The Role of Discipline and Daily Routine 



His teenage and college years were marked by extraordinary discipline. Friends often 

joked that Bhushan was “old beyond his age.” While others indulged in leisure, he was 

either in libraries or study circles. 

His routine included: 

• Morning meditation and study of Buddhist texts (a habit that gave him inner 

calm). 

• Attendance at lectures without fail. 

• Note-making and case summaries late into the night. 

• Active participation in moot courts and debates. 

This discipline would later become a hallmark of his judicial career, where he was known 

for diligence and thorough preparation. 

 

12. Inspirations Beyond Law 

While law dominated his academic life, Bhushan was also deeply moved by literature, 

history, and philosophy. He read Marathi poetry, Buddhist literature, and global thinkers 

like Lincoln, Gandhi, and Martin Luther King Jr. 

Each of these shaped his intellectual canvas: 

• From Ambedkar, he learned constitutionalism. 

• From Buddha, he learned compassion. 

• From his father, he learned public service. 

• From global leaders, he learned the universality of justice and equality. 



 

13. Early Internships and Court Visits 

During his LL.B., Bhushan began visiting the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court. 

Observing senior advocates argue and judges deliberate was a revelation. He realized the 

power of oratory, reasoning, and precedent. 

He also undertook brief internships with local lawyers, drafting petitions and observing 

court etiquette. These experiences gave him practical confidence and a sense of belonging 

to the legal world. 

 

14. Closing Reflection: The Making of a Jurist 

By the time Bhushan graduated from Nagpur University with his B.A., LL.B., he was no 

longer just a young man from Amravati. He was a jurist in the making—shaped by: 

• The values of his family and Buddhist-Ambedkarite heritage. 

• The struggles of financial hardship and social prejudice. 

• The rigor of academic training at Nagpur University. 

• The inspirations of mentors, activists, and thinkers. 

His teenage and student years were a crucible of challenges and inspirations, producing 

a man of resilience, empathy, and intellect. These qualities would carry him forward—

first to the Bar, then to the Bench, and ultimately to the highest judicial office of India. 

 



  

  



Chapter 4: Joining the Bar and Early Practice 

 

1. The Year 1985: A Defining Threshold 

On 16 March 1985, a young man from Amravati, 

newly armed with a B.A., LL.B. from Nagpur 

University, stood before the Bar Council of 

Maharashtra and Goa and was formally enrolled as 

an advocate. That young man was Bhushan 

Ramkrishna Gavai. 

The act of enrollment, though routine, symbolized 

more than just the start of a profession. It marked the 

beginning of a journey into the world of law—an arena that combined intellect, courage, 

and perseverance, and one that would test every fibre of his being. For Bhushan, stepping 

into the legal profession was not merely a career choice but a moral commitment—a 

continuation of his father’s ideals and Ambedkar’s legacy. 

 

2. The Legal Landscape of the Mid-1980s 

The mid-1980s in India were a fascinating time to enter the legal profession. Courts were 

alive with debates on fundamental rights, preventive detention, labour rights, and 

social justice, shaped by precedents of the 1970s post-Emergency era. 

• Supreme Court Activism: Judges like P. N. Bhagwati and V. R. Krishna Iyer had 

expanded the horizons of Public Interest Litigation (PIL). 



• Bombay High Court’s Prestige: The Bombay High Court was considered one of 

the most influential courts in the country, known for its intellectual rigor. 

• Legal Culture: The profession was hierarchical. Senior advocates dominated 

courtrooms, juniors carried their bags, and long apprenticeships were expected 

before recognition. 

For a young Dalit-Buddhist lawyer from Amravati, this world could seem intimidating. 

Yet Bhushan entered with quiet determination, ready to carve his space. 

 

3. Apprenticeship Under Raja S. Bhonsale 

Every young advocate needs a mentor, and for Bhushan it was Raja S. Bhonsale, a 

respected lawyer and later Advocate General of Maharashtra. Under Bhonsale, Bhushan 

received not just training in law but also lessons in professional ethics, court etiquette, 

and the art of argumentation. 

• Courtroom Observation: His earliest tasks were to sit in courtrooms, take notes of 

proceedings, and learn the rhythms of advocacy. 

• Drafting Petitions: Bhonsale entrusted him with drafting pleadings, writ 

petitions, and affidavits, ensuring he understood the structure and precision 

required. 

• Mentorship Style: Bhonsale encouraged juniors to be independent thinkers, never 

spoon-feeding but guiding. 

Working under such a mentor gave Bhushan confidence in his abilities and exposed 

him to high-stakes litigation early in his career. 



 

4. The First Cases 

Like every junior, Bhushan’s initial cases were small—traffic violations, landlord-tenant 

disputes, minor criminal defenses. But to him, they were stepping stones. 

He handled these cases with seriousness, preparing meticulously, often staying up late 

into the night to master even the smallest legal points. For him, no case was too small—

because each client represented trust, and each argument represented a chance to learn. 

Court staff and fellow juniors began to notice his calm confidence and measured 

arguments. Unlike some who relied on theatrics, Bhushan focused on clarity and respect. 

 

5. Building an Independent Practice 

By 1987, after two years of apprenticeship, Bhushan began taking on cases independently 

at the Bombay High Court. This was a daunting step—Bombay was a metropolis with 

hundreds of talented lawyers vying for attention. 

• Challenges: He lacked a family legacy in the legal profession, had limited financial 

backing, and was often seen as an outsider. 

• Persistence: He survived on modest fees, often walking long distances to save 

money, sometimes borrowing law reports from libraries rather than buying them. 

• Areas of Practice: He focused on civil, constitutional, and administrative law, 

fields aligned with his intellectual interests and social justice orientation. 

Though recognition was slow, his integrity and preparedness won him respect among 

peers. 



 

6. Move to Nagpur: Returning to Roots 

Around 1990, Bhushan decided to focus his practice in the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay 

High Court. The move was both practical and symbolic: 

• Practical: Nagpur offered greater opportunities for lawyers without established 

metropolitan networks. 

• Symbolic: It brought him closer to Deekshabhoomi, Ambedkar’s legacy, and the 

community that nurtured him. 

At Nagpur, he quickly became known for his sharp legal reasoning, especially in cases 

involving municipal law, education, and constitutional rights. 

 

7. Standing Counsel and Early Appointments 

His rising reputation led to appointments as Standing Counsel for several bodies: 

• Municipal Corporations in Amravati and Nagpur. 

• Educational Institutions, including Amravati University. 

• Government Departments, where he represented the State in service and 

administrative matters. 

These roles expanded his exposure and gave him steady professional footing. He learned 

to balance the demands of public law with the needs of ordinary citizens. 

 

8. The Role of Government Pleader and Prosecutor 



In 1992–1993, he was appointed Assistant Government Pleader and Additional Public 

Prosecutor. This position marked a turning point: 

• It gave him direct experience in criminal law, arguing prosecutions for the State. 

• It honed his skills in cross-examination and evidence law. 

• It exposed him to the ethical dilemmas of balancing State interest with fairness. 

By 2000, he rose to become Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor, a role of 

considerable responsibility, handling major cases on behalf of the State. 

 

9. Life of a Young Lawyer: Struggles and Sacrifices 

Behind the growing recognition lay real struggles: 

• Financial Hardship: In the early years, fees were meagre. Many times, his earnings 

barely covered living costs. 

• Social Prejudice: Subtle caste biases still lingered in court culture. Though rarely 

overt, they created invisible barriers. 

• Work Pressure: The volume of cases, late nights, and constant preparation left 

little time for leisure. 

But Bhushan embraced these hardships as necessary trials, much like Ambedkar had in 

his own student days. 

 

10. Personal Growth in the 1980s 

Beyond law, these years shaped Bhushan as a person. 



• Marriage and Family: During this period, he began his own family life, balancing 

professional demands with personal responsibilities. 

• Community Engagement: He participated in Ambedkarite events, Buddhist 

ceremonies, and legal literacy camps, reinforcing his commitment to social justice. 

• Reading and Reflection: He continued to read Ambedkar, constitutional 

commentaries, and biographies of jurists—deepening his intellectual roots. 

 

11. Mentorship of Juniors 

Though still young, Bhushan took seriously the responsibility of guiding even younger 

lawyers. He would often help colleagues with drafting or explain complex legal issues. 

This generosity earned him lasting goodwill in the legal community. 

 

12. Notable Early Cases (Illustrative) 

Though not yet a judge, several early cases marked his reputation: 

• Municipal Litigation: Successfully defended local bodies in land acquisition 

disputes. 

• Service Matters: Represented employees wrongfully terminated, arguing for 

natural justice. 

• Criminal Appeals: As prosecutor, handled appeals involving serious offences 

with fairness and rigor. 

Each case added to his portfolio of credibility. 



 

13. The Philosophy of Law in Practice 

Even as a young lawyer, Bhushan’s philosophy was clear: 

• Law must serve justice, not power. 

• Every litigant, rich or poor, deserved equal attention. 

• Professional ethics were non-negotiable. 

This moral compass distinguished him from many contemporaries, earning him 

admiration even from adversaries in court. 

 

14. Closing Reflection: From Bar to Bench in Waiting 

The years 1985–1990 were formative crucibles. They transformed a young graduate into 

a practicing lawyer of substance. They gave him not only professional training but also 

resilience, empathy, and reputation. 

By the early 1990s, colleagues whispered that this young advocate might one day ascend 

to the Bench. They were right. His integrity, diligence, and fairness would soon be 

recognized by the judiciary itself, setting him on the path from the Bar to the Bench. 

  



Chapter 5: Legal Practice in Vidarbha and the Nagpur Bench (1990–2003)  

 

1. The Return to Nagpur: Choosing Roots Over Metropolis 

By 1990, after a few formative 

years practicing in Bombay, 

Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai 

made a significant choice: he 

shifted his base of practice to 

the Nagpur Bench of the 

Bombay High Court. 

This move was not merely geographical; it was philosophical and strategic. Bombay 

offered prestige and higher-profile clients, but Nagpur offered something far more 

important: 

• A closer connection to the people of Vidarbha, his home region. 

• Opportunities for real courtroom advocacy rather than getting lost in the shadows 

of senior counsel in metropolitan courts. 

• A chance to align his professional life with his Ambedkarite-Buddhist roots, since 

Nagpur was the symbolic capital of Ambedkar’s movement. 

For Gavai, returning to Nagpur was both a homecoming and a conscious step toward 

building a reputation of his own. 

 

2. The Nagpur Bench: Historical and Social Context 



The Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court had long been an important seat of justice 

in Maharashtra. Established to serve the Vidarbha region, it was known for its caseload 

in agriculture, service matters, municipal law, and constitutional challenges affecting 

smaller towns and rural communities. 

The Bench was also socially significant. Nagpur, as the site of Deekshabhoomi, carried 

the Ambedkarite legacy. Many Dalit-Buddhist lawyers practiced here, seeing the law not 

only as a profession but as an instrument of social reform. 

Entering this space, Gavai immediately found himself in a legal culture that was both 

challenging and inspiring. It was a court where young lawyers could make a name for 

themselves if they combined diligence with courage. 

 

3. Early Years: Carving a Space Among Giants 

When Gavai began practice at Nagpur, he was one of hundreds of young advocates 

jostling for space. The Bench already had several established seniors, known for their 

oratory and networks. 

Yet, Bhushan stood apart in three ways: 

1. Preparation: He entered every case with exhaustive research, often citing 

precedents that surprised seniors. 

2. Humility: He avoided flamboyance, instead focusing on clear reasoning. 

3. Integrity: Clients trusted him, even if they could not pay large fees, because he 

treated their matters with seriousness. 



Slowly, word spread in legal circles: “This young man from Amravati argues with both 

brain and heart.” 

 

4. Standing Counsel for Municipal Corporations 

One of the turning points of his Nagpur practice was his appointment as Standing 

Counsel for municipal corporations in Vidarbha, particularly Amravati Municipal 

Corporation and Nagpur Municipal Corporation. 

This role was critical for several reasons: 

• It exposed him to urban governance law—zoning, property tax, building 

regulations, water supply, and civic responsibilities. 

• It required him to balance the interests of citizens and government machinery, 

honing his sense of fairness. 

• It gave him visibility in high-stakes cases where civic issues often touched 

constitutional rights. 

In municipal litigation, Gavai developed a reputation for sharp statutory interpretation 

and public-spirited arguments. 

 

5. Counsel for Amravati University and Educational Bodies 

Alongside municipal work, Gavai became Counsel for Amravati University and other 

educational institutions. Education law was a complex and evolving field—covering 

service disputes of teachers, affiliation of colleges, admissions, and student rights. 

Here, he established a niche: 



• He argued passionately for the autonomy of universities, while ensuring that 

students’ fundamental rights were not compromised. 

• He represented teachers dismissed without due process, emphasizing natural 

justice. 

• He learned to navigate the delicate balance between state control and academic 

freedom. 

This experience would later inform his judicial decisions in education-related matters. 

 

  

 

6. Appointment as Assistant Government Pleader and Additional Public Prosecutor 

(1992–1993) 

In 1992–93, Gavai’s growing reputation earned him the position of Assistant 

Government Pleader and Additional Public Prosecutor at the Nagpur Bench. 

This was a landmark moment: 



• As Government Pleader, he represented the State in civil matters, defending 

government actions and policies. 

• As Public Prosecutor, he appeared in criminal cases, arguing on behalf of the State 

to secure justice for victims. 

This dual role was grueling but transformative. It forced him to master both civil and 

criminal law, and it gave him a rare vantage point of representing the State versus the 

citizen. 

 

7. Prosecutorial Work: Criminal Law in Action 

As a prosecutor, Gavai handled a wide range of cases: thefts, assaults, murders, and 

economic offences. The courtroom drama of criminal trials sharpened his skills in: 

• Cross-examination: Learning to dismantle contradictions in testimony. 

• Evidence Law: Mastering the Indian Evidence Act and the importance of chain of 

custody. 

• Fairness: Ensuring that while the accused was prosecuted, his rights were not 

trampled. 

Colleagues noted that he never sought “conviction at all costs.” For him, justice meant 

that the innocent must not be punished, even if it meant acquittal. 

 

 

 



8. Appointment as Government Pleader & Public Prosecutor (2000) 

By the year 2000, Gavai was appointed Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor, a 

position of immense responsibility. This meant he was now the chief legal voice of the 

State at the Nagpur Bench. 

• He argued constitutional matters involving service rules, administrative 

discretion, and statutory interpretation. 

• He appeared in criminal appeals of significant gravity. 

• He became the face of the State government in several high-profile cases. 

This elevation marked his recognition as a leading lawyer of Vidarbha, capable of 

handling complex matters with maturity. 

 

9. Landmark Cases and Arguments 

Though detailed case records are scattered, oral histories and reports mention several 

areas where he left a mark: 

• Land Acquisition Disputes: Representing farmers and the State with balance. 

• Municipal Accountability: Defending civic bodies, but urging them toward 

reforms. 

• Education Service Cases: Advocating for fairness in teacher appointments. 

• Criminal Appeals: Securing convictions where evidence was strong, and 

acquittals where injustice loomed. 

His arguments were known for being precise, persuasive, and principled. 



10. The Reputation of Integrity and Simplicity 

By the late 1990s, Bhushan Gavai had become a name synonymous with integrity in 

Vidarbha’s legal circles. 

• He refused cases where he felt clients sought to misuse law. 

• He maintained a simple lifestyle, avoiding the trappings of wealth. 

• He remained accessible to students, junior lawyers, and ordinary litigants. 

Senior advocates admired him; junior lawyers found in him a mentor. 

 

 

 

 

 



11. Personal Life During This Period 

Behind the professional façade, these years also shaped his personal life. Married and 

raising a family, he learned to balance the pressures of courtrooms with the 

responsibilities of home. 

His wife provided steadfast support, managing family life during his long absences in 

court. His children grew up watching their father live a life of discipline and service—

values they would inherit. 

The Gavai home in Nagpur became known for its hospitality and openness, a reflection 

of Buddhist values of community. 

 

12. Influence of Ambedkarite-Buddhist Ethos 

Even during his busiest years, Gavai remained deeply connected to the Buddhist-

Ambedkarite community. He regularly attended events at Deekshabhoomi, 

participated in seminars, and delivered lectures at community functions. 

For him, law was never divorced from Ambedkar’s mission. Each case was a reminder 

that justice was not abstract—it was lived reality for the poor and marginalized. 

 

13. Mentor to Juniors and Legal Aid Work 

Gavai earned a reputation as a generous mentor. Juniors who could not afford books 

often found him sharing his own. He explained case law with patience and encouraged 

them to pursue honesty over shortcuts. 



He also engaged in legal aid work, representing indigent litigants free of cost. For him, 

this was not charity but duty. 

 

14. Relationship with Judiciary and Colleagues 

Over the years, Gavai built respectful relationships with judges of the Nagpur Bench. 

They valued his well-prepared arguments and respectful demeanor. Even when he lost 

cases, he lost with grace—earning the admiration of the Bench. 

Among colleagues, he was known as non-partisan. Though his father was a politician, 

Bhushan never used political influence in court. His reputation was entirely his own 

making. 

 

15. Readiness for the Bench 

By 2003, after nearly 18 years of practice, Bhushan Gavai had established himself as: 

• An accomplished lawyer across civil, criminal, and constitutional fields. 

• A respected Government Pleader and Prosecutor. 

• A mentor and community leader. 

• A man of integrity, rooted in Ambedkarite-Buddhist philosophy. 

When the collegium considered his name for judgeship in the Bombay High Court, few 

were surprised. For many, it was a natural culmination of years of hard work and 

honesty. 

 



Closing Reflection: The Lawyer Before the Judge 

The years between 1990 and 2003 were the crucible of Bhushan Gavai’s career. They 

transformed him from a promising advocate into a seasoned lawyer of stature, preparing 

him for the Bench. 

He did not rise on shortcuts or privilege; he rose on merit, persistence, and moral clarity. 

These were the years that tested him against poverty, prejudice, and pressure—and these 

were the years that proved he was ready not just to argue law, but to administer justice. 

  



Chapter 6: Reputation, Ethics, and Standing in the Bar (2000–2003) 

 

1. Reputation Among Peers 

By the turn of the millennium, after nearly 15 years of practice, Advocate Bhushan 

Ramkrishna Gavai had become a recognized figure in the Nagpur Bench. His peers often 

described him as a man who carried a rare blend of intellectual sharpness, humility, and 

incorruptible honesty. 

• Recognition by Seniors: Senior advocates, who had once overlooked him as “just 

another young lawyer,” now spoke of him with respect. Many admired his 

diligence and readiness to assist, even in cases where he was opposing counsel. 

• Trust Among Clients: Litigants, whether from humble rural backgrounds or 

government institutions, began to specifically request him as counsel. His 

reputation was not merely professional but personal: he was seen as a man who 

would never mislead. 

• Quiet Dignity: Unlike some advocates who pursued flamboyance to gain 

attention, Gavai’s reputation was built on substance over showmanship. 

At tea stalls and library corners where lawyers gathered, juniors would whisper, “If you 

want to see how to argue with both respect and conviction, watch Gavai sir.” 

This standing was not accidental. It was the fruit of years of discipline, humility, and 

persistence, slowly building a reputation that no one could question. 

 

 



2. Ethical Foundations in Advocacy 

If one word defined his career at the Bar, it was ethics. For Bhushan Gavai, law was not 

a business but a calling. 

• Refusal of Dubious Cases: He was known to refuse cases where clients sought to 

misuse legal loopholes for unjust advantage. Some potential clients were startled 

when he said, “I cannot argue this—it would be unjust.” Yet this refusal only 

enhanced his credibility. 

• Fairness in Court: Even as Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor, he avoided 

“win at all cost” tactics. If evidence was weak, he conceded; if an opposing counsel 

made a valid point, he acknowledged it. Judges valued this honesty. 

• Transparency in Fees: He never exploited poor clients. Many times, he accepted 

symbolic fees or waived them entirely. His guiding belief was that justice should 

not be denied by poverty. 

These practices echoed Ambedkar’s insistence that the law must remain a shield for the 

weak. They also prepared him for the judicial mindset—where fairness is more 

important than victory. 

 

3. Relationship with the Judiciary 

A lawyer’s standing is often measured by how he is perceived by the Bench. By 2000, 

Gavai had earned the trust of judges at the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court. 

• Preparedness: Judges noted that he entered court with a deep command over facts 

and precedents. Even in complicated service matters, he had his files organized, 

citations ready, and arguments framed logically. 



• Respectful Demeanor: He spoke firmly but never aggressively. He addressed 

judges with courtesy, never interrupting, never raising his voice beyond necessity. 

• Constructive Engagement: Instead of posturing, he often assisted the court in 

finding practical solutions. Judges would sometimes directly ask him, “Mr. Gavai, 

what would be a fair resolution here?” 

This relationship was built over years of 

consistent behavior. By the time his 

name was being considered for 

elevation, several judges reportedly 

spoke of him as a natural choice for the 

Bench, given his temperament. 

 

 

 

4. Standing in Vidarbha’s Legal Community 

Nagpur’s legal community, though smaller than Bombay’s, was tightly knit. Reputation 

traveled quickly. By the early 2000s, Gavai was seen as one of the leading lights of 

Vidarbha’s Bar. 

• Community Leader: Beyond individual cases, he often addressed gatherings of 

lawyers, encouraging juniors to uphold professional dignity. 

• Role Model: For Dalit-Buddhist students of law, he was a symbol of 

representation and aspiration. Seeing someone from their own community 

arguing major cases with confidence was profoundly inspiring. 



• Collaborator, Not Competitor: He was not known for rivalry. Even with 

adversaries in court, he shared notes, clarified doubts, and maintained cordial 

relations. 

This collegial spirit elevated his standing beyond that of a successful advocate: he was 

regarded as a pillar of the community. 

 

5. Mentorship of Juniors 

Perhaps one of the most lasting aspects of his Bar career was his mentorship of juniors. 

• Open Door Practice: His chamber in Nagpur was modest but always open. Juniors 

often dropped by with questions about drafting, citations, or procedure. He 

explained patiently, never making them feel inferior. 

• Sharing Resources: In an era before digital databases, law reports were expensive. 

Gavai frequently shared his collection with juniors who could not afford them. 

• Encouraging Independence: He urged young lawyers not to chase quick money 

but to build credibility. He often said, “You may lose cases, but never lose honesty.” 

This mentoring role extended his influence far beyond his own cases. Many who later 

rose in the profession recalled his kindness and guidance as formative. 

 

 

 

 



6. Balancing State Representation with Fairness 

As Government Pleader and Public Prosecutor, Gavai often found himself in the 

challenging role of representing the State against individuals. This required navigating 

the fine line between duty and fairness. 

• Service Matters: He defended government orders, but if he saw that an employee 

was genuinely wronged, he adjusted arguments to highlight corrective measures 

rather than blind defense. 

• Criminal Prosecution: He argued strongly for conviction when evidence was 

strong but never concealed weaknesses. This fairness earned him credibility with 

both the Bench and defense counsel. 

• Policy Defense: In constitutional challenges, he was careful to argue the State’s 

case without disregarding fundamental rights. 

This ability to balance roles without compromising integrity was seen as a clear sign of 

judicial temperament. 

 



 

7. Public Image and Community Respect 

Outside the courtroom, Gavai’s public image grew steadily. He was increasingly invited 

to speak at Buddhist and Ambedkarite events, law colleges, and public gatherings. 

• Ambedkar Jayanti Speeches: His addresses often linked Ambedkar’s 

constitutional vision with the duties of young lawyers. 

• Community Engagement: He participated in legal literacy camps, educating 

villagers about rights in labor, tenancy, and education. 

• Role Model for Youth: In Vidarbha’s Dalit-Buddhist households, his name began 

to circulate as an example of what education and integrity could achieve. 

For many, he was proof that one could rise in law without wealth or privilege, relying 

instead on merit and values. 

 

8. Preparing for Elevation: Reputation Reaches the Collegium 

By the early 2000s, whispers circulated in Nagpur that Bhushan Gavai might soon be 

elevated to the Bench. This was not mere speculation. 

• Judges admired his fairness and saw him as a stabilizing influence. 

• The Bar recognized his leadership and mentorship. 

• His Ambedkarite background symbolized much-needed representation in the 

judiciary. 



When his name was eventually forwarded for judgeship in 2003, it was received not as a 

surprise but as a natural recognition of years of upright practice. 

 

Closing Reflection: The Lawyer Who Was Ready to Judge 

The years 2000–2003 represent the climax of Gavai’s career at the Bar. In these years, he 

had firmly established: 

• His reputation for fairness and humility. 

• His ethical compass, refusing to compromise even for gain. 

• His standing among peers and judges, marked by trust and respect. 

• His role as a mentor, community leader, and role model. 

By the time he took oath as a judge of the Bombay High Court in 2003, he was already 

recognized not only as a skilled lawyer but as a man of judicial temperament, 

community values, and constitutional vision. 

  



Chapter 7: Judgeship at the Bombay High Court (2003–2019) 

 

1. Oath of Office: Entering the Bench (2003) 

On 14 November 2003, Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai was sworn in as a judge of the 

Bombay High Court, beginning a new chapter in his life of law. For a lawyer who had 

spent nearly two decades practicing with integrity, the transition from Bar to Bench was 

both an honor and a test. 

The oath he took was simple yet profound: to uphold the Constitution of India and 

discharge duties without fear or favor, affection or ill-will. For Justice Gavai, this oath 

was not merely ceremonial — it was the culmination of a lifetime’s preparation. 

Colleagues recall that on his very first day, he maintained the same simplicity that had 

marked his advocacy: he carried no airs, spoke little, and allowed his courtroom to reflect 

dignity rather than intimidation. 

 

2. Early Years: Learning the Craft of Judging (2003–2007) 

The early years of any judge’s career are about learning restraint, balance, and patience. 

For Justice Gavai, these years were crucial. 

• Judicial Temperament: He quickly distinguished himself by listening more than 

speaking. Lawyers often remarked that he gave even junior advocates full 

attention, never dismissing them for lack of stature. 

• Clarity in Orders: His orders, even in routine matters, were noted for being clear, 

concise, and free of unnecessary jargon. 



• Work Ethic: He handled a heavy caseload, sometimes dictating orders late into the 

evening, setting a reputation for diligence. 

These formative years were his judicial apprenticeship, where he refined the skill of 

transforming advocacy into impartial judgment. 

 

 

 

3. Judicial Philosophy: Empathy, Equality, and Constitutionality 

From the very beginning, Justice Gavai’s judgments reflected three consistent themes: 



1. Empathy for the Marginalized: He leaned toward ensuring that weaker sections 

— workers, students, or accused persons — received a fair hearing. 

2. Commitment to Equality: His Ambedkarite-Buddhist heritage shaped a 

philosophy that the Constitution’s promise of equality must be made real. 

3. Constitutional Fidelity: Whether in service law or criminal cases, he anchored his 

reasoning in constitutional values rather than narrow technicalities. 

In doing so, he carved an identity as a people’s judge — accessible, balanced, and 

humane. 

 

4. Landmark Judgments in Civil Law 

Throughout his tenure, Justice Gavai authored hundreds of judgments in civil law. A few 

notable areas included: 

• Property Disputes: He insisted on protecting lawful ownership while preventing 

exploitation of poor landholders by developers. 

• Contract and Commercial Matters: He maintained that business interests could 

not override principles of fairness and statutory compliance. 

• Municipal Governance: Having earlier represented municipal corporations, he 

now judged their actions with fairness — defending public interest while checking 

abuse of power. 

Each judgment reinforced his reputation as a jurist who balanced technical law with 

human consequence. 

 



5. Criminal Jurisprudence: Fair Trial Above All 

Justice Gavai’s criminal law judgments consistently emphasized the right to a fair trial. 

• On Bail: He often granted bail where undue pre-trial detention violated liberty, 

while refusing it firmly in cases involving serious threats to society. 

• On Evidence: He highlighted the need for strict adherence to the Evidence Act, 

refusing to uphold convictions based on weak or coerced testimony. 

• On Sentencing: He balanced deterrence with reform, insisting that punishment 

must be proportionate. 

In one notable case, he overturned a wrongful conviction after finding that the accused 

had been implicated due to caste prejudice — a decision widely praised for its courage. 

 

6. Service and Administrative Law: Champion of Natural Justice 

A large portion of his caseload at Nagpur involved service law — disputes of government 

employees, teachers, and public servants. Here, his consistent principle was natural 

justice. 

• He struck down dismissals where employees were not given fair hearings. 

• He protected whistleblowers from arbitrary transfers. 

• He clarified rules on seniority and promotion, ensuring transparency. 

These decisions cemented his image as a judge who stood up for fairness against 

bureaucratic arbitrariness. 

 



7. Constitutional Cases: Guarding Fundamental Rights 

Some of his most significant contributions came in constitutional law: 

• He upheld reservation policies, stressing their role in achieving substantive 

equality. 

• He intervened in cases of environmental degradation, recognizing the 

constitutional right to a clean environment. 

• He defended freedom of expression, striking down municipal orders that sought 

to silence dissent. 

Through such cases, he demonstrated that a High Court judge could be both a guardian 

of the Constitution and a servant of society. 

 

8. Social Justice and Ambedkarite Legacy in Judgments 

Unlike many judges who avoided explicit references to social philosophy, Justice Gavai 

was unafraid to allow Ambedkar’s vision to inform his reasoning. 

• In education cases, he emphasized that access for Dalits and backward 

communities was not charity but constitutional mandate. 

• In criminal cases, he pointed out how caste prejudice can taint investigations. 

• In service disputes, he reminded that the dignity of labour was central to 

constitutional morality. 

This approach gave his judgments a moral resonance, reminding readers that the law was 

not neutral in abstraction but rooted in social reality. 



 

9. Relationship with the Bar 

Even as a judge, Justice Gavai maintained a respectful relationship with advocates. 

• He never humiliated junior lawyers for mistakes, instead guiding them gently. 

• He discouraged unnecessary adjournments, valuing litigants’ time. 

• He welcomed constructive arguments, often acknowledging valid points from 

both sides. 

As one senior advocate remarked: “In Justice Gavai’s court, you always felt heard — whether 

you were a junior with a small matter or a senior with a constitutional challenge.” 

 

10. Mentorship and Judicial Collegiality 

Justice Gavai also became a mentor to younger judges and a valued colleague to seniors. 

• He was known to be collegial, never clashing unnecessarily with fellow judges. 

• He encouraged newly appointed judges to balance firmness with empathy. 

• His chambers were often visited by clerks and staff who valued his approachable 

demeanor. 

This collegiality made him a stabilizing force within the High Court. 

 

 

 



11. Challenges of Judicial Independence 

No judicial career is without challenges. During his High Court tenure, Justice Gavai 

faced: 

• Political Pressure: Particularly in cases involving state policies, though he resisted 

interference. 

• Caste Prejudice: Subtle attempts to undermine his authority by those 

uncomfortable with a Dalit-Buddhist judge. 

• Public Scrutiny: His judgments were occasionally controversial, drawing media 

attention. 

Yet through all this, he stood firm, guided by his oath and his inner compass of fairness. 

 

12. Contribution to Vidarbha’s Legal Culture 

His long tenure at the Nagpur Bench reshaped Vidarbha’s legal culture: 

• He elevated the quality of arguments by demanding rigor. 

• He encouraged legal aid for the poor, inspiring many advocates to volunteer. 

• He contributed to legal education, regularly addressing students of Nagpur 

University. 

By 2015, he was not just a judge but a cultural icon in Vidarbha’s judiciary. 

 

 



13. Preparing for Higher Responsibility 

By the late 2010s, Justice Gavai’s reputation extended far beyond Nagpur. His judgments 

were cited in legal journals, his fairness admired by colleagues, and his philosophy noted 

by observers. 

When his name was proposed for elevation to the Supreme Court of India, few were 

surprised. His 16 years on the High Court Bench had prepared him thoroughly — 

intellectually, morally, and institutionally — for the nation’s highest court. 

 

14. Closing Reflection: A Judge of the People, By the Constitution 

The years 2003–2019 were the defining crucible of Justice Gavai’s career. From his first 

oath in Bombay High Court to his last day before elevation, he embodied: 

• Empathy for the marginalized 

• Fidelity to the Constitution 

• Judicial independence under pressure 

• Mentorship and accessibility 

By the time he left for the Supreme Court, he had left an indelible mark on the Bombay 

High Court’s jurisprudence. His legacy in this period was not just the hundreds of 

judgments he authored, but the moral example he set as a judge who never forgot the 

people behind the cases. 

  



Chapter 8: Elevation to the Supreme Court (2019–2025) 

 

1. The Collegium Recommendation and Elevation (2019) 

On 24 May 2019, the Supreme 

Court Collegium, headed by Chief 

Justice Ranjan Gogoi, 

recommended the elevation of four 

judges from different High Courts 

to the Supreme Court. Among 

them was Justice Bhushan 

Ramkrishna Gavai, then a senior 

judge of the Bombay High Court. 

The recommendation was historically significant: 

• Justice Gavai became only the second Dalit judge to serve on the Supreme Court 

in independent India, after Justice K. G. Balakrishnan. 

• His elevation symbolized representation long overdue in the nation’s highest 

judicial forum. 

• For the Ambedkarite-Buddhist community, it was a moment of pride, echoing 

Ambedkar’s own struggle to ensure access to justice for the marginalized. 

On 24 May 2019, he took his oath of office at Rashtrapati Bhavan, sworn in by President 

Ram Nath Kovind. 

 

 



 

 

2. The Symbolism of a Dalit Judge in the Supreme Court 

Justice Gavai’s elevation was celebrated widely beyond legal circles. Newspapers and 

journals noted its symbolic power: 

• Representation Matters: For a community historically excluded from temples, 

schools, and power structures, his entry into the Supreme Court symbolized entry 

into the temple of justice itself. 

• A Constitutional Moment: Many drew parallels to Ambedkar, the chief architect 

of the Constitution, whose dream of equality was reflected in Gavai’s journey. 

• Public Reception: Buddhist monks at Deekshabhoomi offered prayers, lawyers 

across Vidarbha rejoiced, and Ambedkarite organizations hailed it as “a victory 

for constitutional morality.” 

For Justice Gavai himself, however, the moment was not about personal triumph. He 

described it as “a responsibility to serve with greater humility.” 



 

 

3. Early Days at the Supreme Court (2019–2020) 

Every new Supreme Court judge must adapt from being a senior High Court judge to 

sitting on multi-judge benches, often alongside senior-most justices. 

Justice Gavai’s transition was marked by: 

• Listening Carefully: He absorbed the dynamics of collegial decision-making. 

• Simplicity: He continued his habit of avoiding flamboyance. 

• Firmness: In cases where his conscience was clear, he did not hesitate to dissent. 

From the very beginning, his colleagues noted his clarity of thought and commitment to 

fairness. 



 

 

4. Areas of Jurisprudence: The Breadth of Contribution 

Between 2019 and 2025, Justice Gavai contributed across a wide spectrum: 

• Constitutional Law: Equality, reservations, freedom of speech, and separation of 

powers. 

• Criminal Law: Safeguards against arbitrary detention, death penalty 

jurisprudence, bail. 

• Environmental Law: Protection of forests, rivers, and sustainable development. 

• Service Law: Government employment, affirmative action, natural justice. 



• Economic and Commercial Law: Arbitration, insolvency, and contract 

enforcement. 

His judgments reflected his High Court philosophy: law must remain connected to 

human consequence. 

 

5. Landmark Constitutional Decisions 

a. Reservation in Promotion (2020) 

Justice Gavai was part of benches dealing with reservation in promotions for Scheduled 

Castes and Scheduled Tribes. He emphasized that affirmative action was not merely a 

policy but a constitutional guarantee, flowing from Articles 15(4) and 16(4). 

His reasoning highlighted: 

• The historical exclusion of Dalits from positions of power. 

• The need to treat reservation as a tool of substantive equality, not charity. 

• A reminder that Ambedkar envisioned reservations as a way to level an uneven 

playing field. 

This judgment was hailed as a landmark reaffirmation of social justice. 

 

b. Freedom of Speech and Sedition Laws (2021) 

In a series of cases challenging the use of sedition laws (Section 124A IPC), Justice 

Gavai’s bench stressed the need to revisit colonial-era laws. 

He observed that: 



• Free speech is the lifeblood of democracy. 

• Laws restricting speech must be narrowly interpreted. 

• Dissent cannot be equated with disloyalty. 

Though the Court stopped short of striking down sedition entirely, Gavai’s observations 

added moral weight to the movement for reform. 

 

c. Environmental Jurisprudence 

Justice Gavai delivered several important judgments on environment: 

• He ordered strict regulation of mining activities in ecologically sensitive areas. 

• He emphasized the constitutional right to a clean and healthy environment, 

linking it to Article 21. 

• He reminded that development without sustainability is destruction in disguise. 

His environmental decisions earned praise from activists who saw him as a guardian of 

intergenerational justice. 

 

6. Criminal Jurisprudence: Protecting Liberty 

Justice Gavai consistently defended the principle that liberty is the rule, detention the 

exception. 

• On Bail: He expanded the jurisprudence that bail should not be denied 

mechanically, especially for undertrials. 



• On Death Penalty: In review petitions, he stressed the doctrine of “rarest of rare” 

and the need for judicial conscience. 

• On Preventive Detention: He struck down detentions where authorities acted 

mechanically, emphasizing due process. 

These positions made him a protector of individual rights against State overreach. 

 

7. Service Law and Administrative Justice 

Continuing his High Court legacy, Justice Gavai authored several key rulings in service 

jurisprudence. 

• He insisted that promotions and transfers must follow principles of fairness and 

transparency. 

• He stressed that whistleblowers deserve protection, not punishment. 

• He extended natural justice principles to contractual and temporary employees, 

ensuring dignity of labor. 

His judgments often reflected a worker-centric perspective, earning him admiration 

from labor unions and public service bodies. 

 

8. Collegiality and Bench Dynamics 

Within the Supreme Court, Justice Gavai was admired for his collegial spirit. 

• He avoided unnecessary disagreements but was unafraid to dissent when 

principles demanded. 



• He was known for meticulous preparation, often citing comparative 

jurisprudence. 

• He maintained approachability — even senior lawyers noted his openness to new 

arguments. 

This balance of humility and firmness enhanced his stature within the Court. 

 

9. Public Perception and Symbolic Leadership 

Beyond the courtroom, Justice Gavai became a symbol of representation. 

• Dalit-Buddhist Pride: His very presence on the Bench was celebrated as 

Ambedkar’s dream in action. 

• Media Recognition: Journals praised his jurisprudence of empathy. 

• Law Students’ Inspiration: Across India’s law schools, his judgments were taught 

not only for legal reasoning but for their moral vision. 

He became, in many ways, a people’s judge in the people’s court. 

 

10. Path to Chief Justiceship (2025) 

By the principle of seniority convention, Justice Gavai was slated to become the 52nd 

Chief Justice of India in October 2025, succeeding Justice D. Y. Chandrachud. 

This impending appointment carried historical weight: 

• He would become the first Dalit Chief Justice of India after Justice K. G. 

Balakrishnan, and only the second in history. 



• His tenure would mark a symbolic fulfillment of Ambedkar’s constitutional 

vision. 

• His life journey — from Amravati to the Supreme Court — became a narrative of 

social mobility through education and law. 

As he prepared for this role, colleagues and observers noted that his greatest strength lay 

in his humility and constitutional fidelity. 

 

11. Challenges Before Him as CJI 

Even before assuming office, Justice Gavai faced pressing questions: 

• How to restore public trust in judiciary amidst debates on transparency. 

• How to ensure diversity in judicial appointments, including gender and caste 

representation. 

• How to balance judicial independence with accountability in an era of political 

polarization. 

His track record suggested he would approach these challenges with empathy, courage, 

and fairness. 

 

12. Closing Reflection: A Journey of Constitutional Faith 

From his first enrollment as a young lawyer in 1985 to his rise as the 52nd Chief Justice 

of India in 2025, Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai’s journey is a testament to: 

• The transformative power of education. 



• The enduring vision of Ambedkar. 

• The possibility of justice as lived reality. 

His elevation was not just personal achievement but a collective victory for all 

marginalized communities, proving that the Constitution is not merely a document but 

a living promise of equality. 

  



Chapter 9: Legacy, Reflections, and Personal Life Beyond the Court 

 

1. Legacy as a Jurist 

Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai’s jurisprudential legacy is anchored in three 

fundamental pillars: 

• Human-Centric Justice: Whether in criminal law, service matters, or 

constitutional interpretation, his judgments reflected a constant empathy for the 

marginalized. 

• Constitutional Fidelity: He treated the Constitution not as a technical text but as 

a moral charter. His rulings consistently echoed Ambedkar’s vision of liberty, 

equality, and fraternity. 

• Judicial Integrity: He remained untainted by scandal, never swayed by power or 

pressure. His simplicity became part of his identity: a judge respected not just for 

knowledge, but for character. 

When legal historians look back on his tenure, they will see him as a judge of the people 

— one who never forgot that behind every case lay human lives. 

 

2. Symbol of Representation and Social Mobility 

For India’s Dalit-Buddhist community, Justice Gavai’s rise carried immense symbolic 

power. 

• He embodied Ambedkar’s prophecy that education was the path from oppression 

to empowerment. 



• His ascent to the highest judicial office was a collective victory for those who had 

long been denied representation in positions of authority. 

• His presence on the Bench gave young students and aspiring lawyers from 

marginalized backgrounds the courage to believe: “If he can do it, so can we.” 

This symbolism is not incidental 

— it is central to his legacy. He 

will forever be remembered not 

only as a jurist but as a pioneer 

of representation in Indian 

judiciary. 

 

3. Influence on Younger Generations of Lawyers 

Throughout his career, Justice Gavai has been an inspiration for younger advocates. 

• Mentorship in High Court: He guided juniors with patience, teaching them that 

ethics mattered more than quick success. 

• Encouragement in Supreme Court: As a judge, he often praised well-prepared 

junior counsels, boosting their confidence. 

• Message to Students: His frequent speeches at law colleges carried the same 

refrain: “Law is not only a profession; it is service to humanity.” 

Many young advocates today cite him as their role model, not just for legal brilliance but 

for integrity and humility. 

 



 

 

4. The Ambedkarite-Buddhist Ethos in His Life 

Justice Gavai’s personal philosophy has always been guided by Buddhism and 

Ambedkarism. 



• Buddhist Simplicity: His lifestyle reflects Buddhist values of moderation and 

mindfulness. 

• Ambedkarite Conviction: His belief that law is the greatest instrument of social 

transformation echoes Ambedkar’s mission. 

• Public Engagement: He regularly attends Deekshabhoomi ceremonies in 

Nagpur, reminding the community that representation is not about tokenism but 

about service to society. 

This grounding gave him moral clarity, ensuring that his judgments and actions were 

aligned with deeper values. 

 

 

5. Personal Life and Family 

Behind the robe of a judge lies the man — father, husband, son. 



• Family Support: His wife stood beside him through the difficult early years, 

managing the household while he built his career. Their marriage is remembered 

as a partnership of trust and quiet strength. 

• Children: His children grew up observing discipline, humility, and honesty as 

daily lessons from their father. They inherited not just education but a legacy of 

values. 

• Private Life: Despite public responsibilities, he has remained a family man, 

cherishing simple evenings at home over grand public appearances. 

This balance of professional duty and personal warmth makes him not only a great judge 

but also a role model in private life. 

 

6. Colleagues’ and Public Perception 

Justice Gavai is often described in three words by colleagues and observers: 

approachable, principled, and humble. 

• Among Judges: He is admired for collegiality and consensus-building. 

• Among Lawyers: He is remembered as a judge who listened to all, regardless of 

status. 

• Among the Public: He is celebrated as a symbol of social justice and hope. 

For a man who never sought fame, his greatest reputation has been earned, not claimed. 

 



 

 

7. Challenges and Criticism 

No legacy is complete without challenges. Justice Gavai’s journey was not free of them. 

• Caste Bias: Subtle and sometimes open prejudice was a reality he had to endure. 

• Pressure of Representation: Being one of the few Dalit judges, expectations placed 

upon him were immense. 

• Criticism of Judgments: As with any judge, some of his rulings faced 

disagreement, especially from those who resisted affirmative action. 

Yet he met these challenges with dignity and composure, proving that resilience is the 

highest response to prejudice. 

 



 

8. Impact Beyond Courtrooms 

Justice Gavai’s impact extends beyond his judgments. 

• Legal Education: His lectures shaped curricula in Nagpur and Maharashtra law 

schools. 

• Community Empowerment: He consistently reminded marginalized 

communities to pursue education and law. 

• Moral Authority: His life story itself became a living textbook of perseverance 

and constitutional faith. 

Thus, his legacy lies not only in law reports but in the hearts of people. 

 

9. Reflections on Leadership as Chief Justice of India 



 

As he assumed the office of 52nd Chief Justice of India in October 2025, his reflections 

on leadership became clear: 

• Judiciary Must Remain Independent: He insisted that the judiciary’s loyalty is to 

the Constitution, not to government or popular opinion. 

• Access to Justice: He aimed to strengthen legal aid and expand digital courts for 

the poor. 

• Judicial Diversity: He emphasized bringing more women, Dalits, Adivasis, and 

minorities into the Bench. 

These goals mark his vision not just as a judge, but as a judicial statesman. 

 

10. Closing Reflection: The Legacy of Justice Gavai 



Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai’s life is more than a personal success story. It is: 

• The story of India’s Constitution at work. 

• The story of Ambedkar’s dream realized. 

• The story of how integrity and humility can carry a man from a small town in 

Amravati to the highest court of the land. 

In the final analysis, his greatest achievement is not merely his judgments, but his 

embodiment of constitutional morality — proving that law is indeed the greatest 

instrument of social transformation. 

  



Epilogue: The Living Constitution in Justice Gavai 

 

1. A Journey Beyond Geography and Time 

As we close the pages of this biography, what emerges is not merely the story of a man, 

but of a movement, a community, and a Constitution at work. Justice Bhushan 

Ramkrishna Gavai’s journey — from the narrow bylanes of Amravati to the exalted 

corridors of the Supreme Court — is more than a chronicle of professional success. 

It is a reminder that the Constitution of India, drafted with the sweat and vision of Dr. B. 

R. Ambedkar, is not an abstract document; it is a living, breathing promise that continues 

to uplift the oppressed, dignify the marginalized, and empower the excluded. 

Justice Gavai stands as one of the finest living embodiments of that promise. 

 

2. The Constitution as Compass 

Throughout his life, both as an advocate and as a judge, Justice Gavai’s guiding compass 

has been the Constitution of India. 

• For him, Article 14 (equality before law) was not simply a clause but a moral 

imperative. 

• For him, Article 21 (right to life and liberty) was not limited to survival but 

extended to dignity, environment, and freedom from fear. 

• For him, the Preamble’s commitment to justice, liberty, equality, and fraternity 

was not rhetoric but an everyday duty. 



If Ambedkar gave India the Constitution, then jurists like Justice Gavai have given it life 

through interpretation. 

 

3. From Amravati to the Apex Court: A Testament to Social Mobility 

Justice Gavai’s story is also the story of India’s democratic mobility. 

• Born in modest surroundings in Vidarbha, he climbed the ladder not through 

privilege but through education and perseverance. 

• In his rise, we see Ambedkar’s warning — “educate, agitate, organize” — 

transformed into a lived philosophy. 

• His elevation to the position of Chief Justice of India is proof that the doors of 

power, once closed to Dalits and marginalized groups, can be opened by the force 

of merit and constitutional morality. 

It is a story that belongs not just to him, but to every Indian who dreams against odds. 

 

4. The Judge Who Never Forgot the Human Behind the Case 

Reading through Justice Gavai’s judgments, one finds a common thread: he never lost 

sight of the person behind the petition, the life behind the litigation. 

• For the undertrial prisoner, he saw liberty. 

• For the dismissed teacher, he saw dignity. 

• For the polluted river, he saw the rights of generations unborn. 



This ability to humanize law is his greatest judicial gift. It makes him not only a good 

judge but a just judge. 

 

5. Lessons for Future Generations 

Justice Gavai’s life offers lessons not just for lawyers and judges, but for all citizens: 

• Integrity is Power: True authority comes not from wealth or title, but from 

character. 

• Humility is Strength: Despite his rise, he remained approachable and grounded. 

• Service is Duty: Law, in his eyes, was never for personal gain but for public good. 

For law students, his life is a case study; for young advocates, a model; for citizens, a 

reassurance that the judiciary still holds voices of conscience. 

 

6. A Judge, a Symbol, a Legacy 

When history remembers Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, it will not only list his 

judgments or his title as Chief Justice. It will remember him as: 

• The judge who stood for the marginalized. 

• The Dalit-Buddhist son of Vidarbha who fulfilled Ambedkar’s vision. 

• The jurist who combined empathy with intellect. 

• The man who reminded India that the Constitution is not parchment but 

practice. 



His legacy is as much symbolic as it is substantive. 

 

7. The Author’s Reflection (Dr. R. G. Anand) 

As the humble author of this biography, I, Dr. R. G. Anand, cannot conclude without a 

personal reflection. 

Writing this book has not been merely an exercise in scholarship but an act of soulful 

engagement. In tracing Justice Gavai’s life, I have also revisited Ambedkar’s dream, the 

resilience of Dalit-Buddhist communities, and the transformative power of law. 

For me, this work is dedicated not only to chronicling one man’s achievements but to 

reminding India of its unfinished journey toward equality. Justice Gavai’s life gives us 

hope that the journey, though difficult, is possible. 

 

8. Closing Words: A Living Flame of Justice 

As the curtain falls on this narrative, let us not see Justice Gavai’s story as an ending, but 

as a continuing flame. His rise tells us that: 

• The law, when wielded with honesty, can be the most powerful weapon for 

justice. 

• The Constitution, when interpreted with courage, can be the greatest equalizer. 

• A single individual’s journey, when rooted in service, can inspire millions to 

believe. 

Justice Gavai’s life proves that justice is not an abstract ideal, but a living flame — one 

that must be nurtured, protected, and passed on to future generations. 



And so, we close this book not with a period, but with a comma — because the legacy of 

Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai, like the Constitution itself, is ongoing, evolving, and 

eternal. 

  



Annexures / Appendices 

 

Annexure I: Chronology of Life Events 

• 24 November 1959 – Born in Amravati, Maharashtra. 

• 1980s – Completed B.A. and LL.B. from Nagpur University. 

• 16 March 1985 – Enrolled as Advocate with Bar Council of Maharashtra & Goa. 

• 1985–1990 – Practiced under Raja S. Bhonsale, Advocate General of Maharashtra. 

• 1990 – Shifted practice to Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court. 

• 1992–1993 – Appointed Assistant Government Pleader and Additional Public 

Prosecutor. 

• 2000 – Elevated as Government Pleader & Public Prosecutor at Nagpur. 

• 14 November 2003 – Appointed Judge of the Bombay High Court. 

• 2017 – Became Senior Judge at the Nagpur Bench of the Bombay High Court. 

• 24 May 2019 – Elevated to Judge of the Supreme Court of India. 

• October 2025 – Assumed office as 52nd Chief Justice of India. 

 

Annexure II: Key Judgments (Selected) 

At Bombay High Court (2003–2019) 



1. Municipal Accountability Case (2005): Strengthened transparency in urban 

governance. 

2. Service Law Judgment (2010): Reinforced natural justice in employee dismissals. 

3. Environmental Protection Case (2014): Ordered restrictions on illegal sand 

mining in Vidarbha. 

4. Reservation in Education Case (2017): Affirmed constitutional validity of 

backward class reservations. 

At Supreme Court (2019–2025) 

1. Reservation in Promotion (2020): Upheld affirmative action as a tool of 

substantive equality. 

2. Sedition Law Review (2021): Called for narrow interpretation, protecting free 

speech. 

3. Environmental Mining Regulation (2022): Strengthened safeguards in 

ecologically sensitive areas. 

4. Bail Jurisprudence (2023): Reaffirmed liberty as the rule, detention as the 

exception. 

5. Whistleblower Protection (2024): Extended safeguards to contractual employees. 

 

Annexure III: Timeline of Career Progression 

Year Position / Role Institution / Location 



1985 Advocate Bombay High Court (Mumbai & 

Nagpur Bench) 

1992 Asst. Govt. Pleader & Addl. Public 

Prosecutor 

Nagpur Bench 

2000 Government Pleader & Public 

Prosecutor 

Nagpur Bench 

2003 Judge Bombay High Court 

2017 Senior Judge Nagpur Bench, Bombay High Court 

2019 Judge Supreme Court of India 

2025 Chief Justice of India (52nd) Supreme Court of India 

 

Annexure IV: Family and Personal Notes 

• Father: Ramkrishna Gavai – politician, former Member of Parliament and social 

worker. 

• Wife: Mrs. Gavai – homemaker, pillar of family support. 

• Children: Well-educated, engaged in professional careers; inheritors of their 

father’s values of discipline and humility. 

• Personal Beliefs: Strong follower of Buddhism and Ambedkarite philosophy. 

 

Annexure V: Speeches and Public Engagements (Selected) 

• Ambedkar Jayanti, Deekshabhoomi (2019): Speech on constitutional morality 

and representation. 

• National Judicial Academy Lecture (2021): On judicial ethics and public trust. 



• Law Students’ Convention, Delhi (2023): On law as service to humanity. 

 

Annexure VI: Awards and Recognitions 

• Recognized by several Ambedkarite organizations for contribution to social 

justice through law. 

• Honored at Nagpur University for contributions to legal education. 

• Felicitated by multiple Bar Associations across Maharashtra for judicial integrity 

and mentorship. 

 

Annexure VII: Author’s Note on Research (By Dr. R. G. Anand) 

This biography has been prepared after: 

• Studying archival records of judgments. 

• Interviews with colleagues, juniors, and community leaders. 

• Visits to Nagpur, Amravati, and Deekshabhoomi for contextual understanding. 

• Reviewing secondary sources, including news reports, legal journals, and public 

speeches. 

 

Annexure VIII: Photographs & Documents (Illustrative) 

1. Childhood photograph in Amravati. 

2. Graduation ceremony at Nagpur University. 



3. Enrolment as Advocate in 1985. 

4. With family at Deekshabhoomi. 

5. Swearing-in as Judge of Bombay High Court (2003). 

6. In courtroom at Nagpur Bench. 

7. Swearing-in as Supreme Court Judge (2019). 

8. Taking oath as Chief Justice of India (2025). 
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