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PREFACE

n the tapestry of India’s political history, regional leaders who bridge local contexts

with national prominence hold a special place. This biography of Chandrapuram

Ponnusamy Radhakrishnan, popularly known as C.P. Radhakrishnan, endeavors to
chronicle the life of one such leader from the state of Tamil Nadu. Written with the political
scholar in mind, this work examines Radhakrishnan’s journey over five decades - from his
early grounding in the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) to his emergence as a respected
statesman at the national level[1][2]. The reader is invited to explore how Radhakrishnan’s
personal background, ideological convictions, and strategic acumen shaped his roles as a
two-term Member of Parliament, state party president, chairman of a national board,
Governor of multiple states, and eventually a nominee for the Vice Presidency of India[3][4].

The purpose of this biography is twofold. First, it provides a comprehensive
account of Radhakrishnan’s life, set against the socio-political landscape of Tamil Nadu
and India from the 1970s to the present. Second, it offers an analytical narrative suitable
for scholars - replete with referenced facts, context, and insights into how Radhakrishnan’s
career reflects broader trends in Indian politics, such as the Bharatiya Janata Party’s (BJP)
expansion into the Dravidian heartland and the evolving role of RSS-trained leaders in
constitutional positions[5][1].

This book is organized thematically and chronologically. Early chapters delve into
Radhakrishnan’s upbringing and formative influences. Subsequent chapters document his
entry into public life and steady ascent within the BJP, highlighting key campaigns,
elections, and administrative responsibilities he undertook. We also examine his policy
contributions in Parliament - for example, his advocacy for infrastructure projects like
river interlinking and social reforms like a Uniform Civil Code, which were central themes
of the statewide “Ratha Yatra” he led in 2004[6]. Radhakrishnan’s stints as Chairman of
the Coir Board and as Governor are analyzed to understand his administrative style and
impact[7][4].

Interwoven with factual accounts are reflections on his political ideology - firmly
rooted in Hindutva through RSS yet tempered by pragmatism and diplomacy that earned
him nicknames such as “Ajatshatru” (one without enemies) in Tamil Nadu’s political
circles[8]. Indeed, as the mnarrative will show, Radhakrishnan cultivated cordial
relationships even with ideological opponents, a trait that has enhanced his image as an
affable, non-controversial figure nationally[9][10].

In researching this biography, a wide range of sources were consulted: archival
news reports, official government releases, speeches, interviews, and contemporary

analyses by journalists and scholars. Citations are provided throughout in the format
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[sourcetlines] , allowing verification of facts and offering leads for further study. A

comprehensive References section is included for transparency and academic rigor.
Wherever possible, primary sources such as parliamentary records, official press releases,
and first-hand accounts have been prioritized to ensure accuracy.

It is the author’s hope that this work will not only document the life of C.P.
Radhakrishnan but also serve as a case study of a political career that illustrates the
intersection of regional politics and national service. The journey of a grass-roots RSS
worker to the doorstep of India’s Vice Presidency is a remarkable one - reflecting both
individual perseverance and the changing dynamics of Indian democracy. By presenting
this journey in detail, the book aims to enrich scholarly understanding of contemporary
Indian political leadership, especially within the context of the BJP’s growth in regions
where it historically had a limited presence.

Finally, this biography strives to maintain a formal and analytical tone befitting an
academic audience, while remaining accessible and engaging. The style is intentionally
descriptive and narrative, but also interpretative - offering commentary on the
significance of events and decisions in Radhakrishnan’s career. Readers will find that each
chapter builds upon the last, culminating in an assessment of his legacy and influence on
future generations of political leaders.

I invite you to turn the page and begin this journey through the life of C.P.
Radhakrishnan - a journey that offers insights into not only one man’s life, but also the
broader political currents of India in the late 20th and early 21st centuries.

September 2025
New Delhi
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Sincerely,
Dr. R. G. Anand
MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM

iii






C.P. Radhakrishnan: The Untold Story

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

D r. R. G. Anand is a dedicated public health expert, humanitarian, and advocate for
child welfare, whose life and work exemplify the power of commitment and service.
With a career spanning decades, he has left an indelible mark on the lives of countless

individuals, particularly children and marginalized communities.

Dr. Anand’s journey began in the humble surroundings of a village in Pudukottai
district, Tamil Nadu. Born to parents who were schoolteachers, he imbibed the values of
education, hard work, and compassion from an early age. These early lessons became the

foundation of his life’s mission: to serve those who are often overlooked by society.

After earning his MBBS degree and an MD in Preventive and Social Medicine, Dr.
Anand pursued a Fellowship in HIV Medicine at Christian Medical College, Vellore, and
later obtained a Bachelor of Legislative Law (LLB) to champion the cause of child protection.
His academic pursuits reflect his belief in combining medical expertise with legal and

policy advocacy to address healthcare challenges holistically.

Dr. Anand’s professional journey is as remarkable as it is inspiring. In 2012, as a
Program Officer with the National AIDS Control Organization (NACO), he played a critical
role in reducing mother-to-child HIV transmission rates in Tamil Nadu. His efforts
contributed to achieving a zero-transmission rate, a milestone in India’s public health
history. Later, as a Member of the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), he traveled across the country, conducting over 250 health camps and

safeguarding the rights of vulnerable children.

Beyond his professional accolades, Dr. Anand is a champion of grassroots change.
He has organized over 500 free medical camps, supported the education of thousands of
underprivileged children, and launched innovative programs like "Samvedana," a tele-
counseling initiative during the COVID-19 pandemic that provided solace and guidance to
children.

Dr. Anand’s philosophy is rooted in the belief that healthcare and education are
fundamental rights, not privileges. His vision is one of a society where every child,
regardless of their circumstances, has the opportunity to thrive. Through his work with
organizations like WHO and UNICEF, he has amplified this vision on a global scale,

collaborating with international leaders to implement sustainable healthcare solutions.

Recognized by numerous awards, including the World Book of Records
acknowledgment for his disaster management efforts, Dr. Anand remains grounded and

driven by a simple yet profound principle: “True success lies in the lives we uplift.”






By Dr. R. G. Anand - MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

his comprehensive biography would not have been possible without the support
and contributions of many individuals and institutions. First and foremost, I
extend my gratitude to Shri C.P. Radhakrishnan himself for inspiring this work
through his long and eventful career. While this is an independent scholarly endeavor, the

public service record he has established provided a rich subject matter to explore.

I am grateful to the numerous journalists and authors whose reporting and analyses form
the backbone of the source material. Publications such as The Hindu, The Indian Express,
Hindustan Times, NDTV, The Print, India Today, and Onelndia (among others) have
chronicled Radhakrishnan’s milestones over the decades. In particular, the in-depth
profiles and news reports by Afreen Hussain, Shanker Arnimesh, K. Nageshwar, Vallabh
Ozarkar, and others offered valuable insights[11][1]. I also thank the team at Press Trust
of India (PTT) for their succinct coverage of key events - from parliamentary delegations to

gubernatorial appointments - many of which are cited in this book[12][13].

Special thanks are due to the Raj Bhavan, Maharashtra and Raj Bhavan, Jharkhand offices
for maintaining official biographical notes and press releases that proved crucial for
verifying dates and positions[14][7]. These government records provided an authoritative
chronology of Radhakrishnan’s appointments and initiatives in his capacity as Governor.
The Lok Sabha Secretariat and the Coir Board of India similarly provided information
through official reports and documents[15][16].

I acknowledge the help of academic mentors and colleagues in the field of political science
who reviewed parts of the manuscript. Their feedback ensured that the analysis remained
balanced and contextually grounded. Discussions with experts on Tamil Nadu politics were
particularly helpful in understanding the Dravidian political backdrop against which
Radhakrishnan’s career unfolded. They helped clarify nuances about the BJP’s strategies
in South India and the social composition of the state’s politics - knowledge reflected
especially in Chapters 8 and 10[17][18].

A word of appreciation goes to the family of C.P. Radhakrishnan and associates who,
through various interviews in the media, shed light on the man behind the public figure.
Mrs. K. Janaki (Radhakrishnan’s mother) and Mr. C.K. Kuppusamy (his late uncle) offered
heartfelt recollections that are cited in the text[19][20]. Their perspectives added a human
dimension to the narrative, revealing the values instilled in Radhakrishnan from a young

age and his familial connections across the political spectrum.

I would also like to thank archives and libraries that facilitated access to historical

newspapers, parliamentary debates, and election data. The Nehru Memorial Museum &


https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/cp-radhakrishnan-named-after-former-president-of-india-dr-sarvepalli-radhakrishnan-to-be-vice-president-2773416-2025-08-19#:~:text=advertisement
https://theprint.in/politics/tamil-nadus-ajatshatru-risen-from-rss-the-many-faces-of-cp-radhakrishnan-why-bjps-banking-on-him/2723059/#:~:text=New%20Delhi%3A%20Maharashtra%20Governor%20C,election%20due%20on%209%20September
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/c-p-radhakrishnan-sworn-in-as-governor-of-maharashtra-6234753#:~:text=Born%20on%20May%204%2C%201957%2C,in%201974
https://www.ndtv.com/india-news/c-p-radhakrishnan-sworn-in-as-governor-of-maharashtra-6234753#:~:text=linking%20all%20Indian%20rivers%2C%20eradication,yatras%27%20for%20different%20causes
https://rajbhavan-maharashtra.gov.in/en/governors-profile/#:~:text=Shri,Governor%20of%20Puducherry
https://rajbhavan-maharashtra.gov.in/en/governors-profile/#:~:text=In%202016%2C%20Shri%20Radhakrishnan%20was,Charge%20of%20BJP%20for%20Kerala
https://www.oneindia.com/politicians/cp-radhakrishnan-71705.html#:~:text=,Sabha%20from%20Coimbatore%2C%20where%20he
https://rajbhavan-maharashtra.gov.in/en/governors-profile/#:~:text=In%202016%2C%20Shri%20Radhakrishnan%20was,Charge%20of%20BJP%20for%20Kerala
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/why-bjp-chose-c-p-radhakrishnan-as-its-vp-candidate-10196427/#:~:text=C%20P%20Radhakrishnan%20belongs%20to,belongs%20to%20the%20same%20community
https://theprint.in/politics/tamil-nadus-ajatshatru-risen-from-rss-the-many-faces-of-cp-radhakrishnan-why-bjps-banking-on-him/2723059/#:~:text=By%20elevating%20an%20OBC%20Tamilian,community%2C%20and%20so%20does%20Annamalai
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/cp-radhakrishnan-named-after-former-president-of-india-dr-sarvepalli-radhakrishnan-to-be-vice-president-2773416-2025-08-19#:~:text=His%20mother%20Janakiammal%2C%20a%20retired,astonishment%20over%20her%20son%E2%80%99s%20rise
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/cp-radhakrishnan-named-after-former-president-of-india-dr-sarvepalli-radhakrishnan-to-be-vice-president-2773416-2025-08-19#:~:text=Politics%20runs%20in%20the%20family,grateful%20to%20him%2C%E2%80%9D%20Kuppusamy%20said

C.P. Radhakrishnan: The Untold Story

Library and the Parliament Library were invaluable for sourcing older materials, such as
debates from the 12th and 13th Lok Sabha, which provided glimpses into Radhakrishnan’s

contributions as a legislator.

This work benefited from the use of digital research tools - including advanced search
algorithms - that helped compile information efficiently. The integration of citations in a
digital format (as footnoted hyperlinks in this manuscript) is a result of the evolving nature
of scholarship, and I am thankful for the technological aids that made the research process

more comprehensive.

On a personal note, I am indebted to my family for their patience during the long research
and writing process. The countless evenings and weekends spent poring over documents

and drafting chapters were made possible by their understanding and encouragement.

Lastly, I wish to acknowledge the readers and scholars who will engage with this biography.
Your pursuit of knowledge in the field of political studies is the very reason works like this
are written. It is my hope that the following chapters will both inform and inspire,
contributing to a deeper understanding of regional leaders’ roles in shaping national

politics.

Any errors or omissions that remain are entirely mine. I welcome scholarly critique and
discussion, as they only serve to enrich the collective understanding of India’s political

landscape.

Thank you.



By Dr. R. G. Anand - MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM

— Sincerely,
Dr. R. G. Anand
MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM

Chapter 1: Early Life and Family Background

C.P. Radhakrishnan’s story begins in the textured socio-cultural landscape of Tamil Nadu in
the 1950s. He was born on May 4, 1957, in Tiruppur in the Coimbatore region of western
Tamil Nadu[21]. (Notably, some sources cite his birthdate as October 20, 1957, but official
records and his family have indicated the May 4 date[21][22]. Such discrepancies are not
uncommon in historical records; this biography will use the date provided by official
documentation.) Tiruppur, a burgeoning textile hub, was the backdrop of his childhood. He
was born into a Hindu family of the Gounder community, an Other Backward Class (OBC)
known for entrepreneurship and agriculture in that region[18][23]. This community context
would later intersect with his political trajectory, as the Gounder community became influential

in regional politics and he himself hailed from its ranks.

Radhakrishnan’s family background played a formative role in shaping his values. His father,
C.K. Ponnusami, and mother, K. Janaki (also referred to as Janakiammal), raised him with a
strong emphasis on education and integrity[24]. His mother was a retired schoolteacher,
whose dedication to teaching likely influenced Radhakrishnan’s early academic
performance[19]. In interviews, Janakiammal has recalled how studious and disciplined her son
was even as a child. “He was always excelling in academics,” she observed, noting that these
traits were evident long before he entered public life[25]. The family’s modest means and their
residence in Tiruppur meant that Radhakrishnan grew up in an environment where hard work
in school was coupled with an awareness of the value of industry — traits common in a town

known for its entrepreneurial spirit in textile manufacturing.
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Religion and culture were an integral part of his upbringing. The name “Radhakrishnan” itself
holds cultural significance — it is a common name in India, but in this case there is a poignant
story behind it. Radhakrishnan was named after India’s second President, Dr. Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, by his parents[26][25]. His mother once recounted that after naming her first
two sons after Hindu deities (Murugan and Krishna), the family decided to name this child
“Radhakrishnan,” inspired by the erudite philosopher-statesman who was serving as President
of India at the time of the child’s birth[25]. According to Janakiammal, her husband half-
jokingly remarked their son might one day become like Dr. S. Radhakrishnan[27]. This
aspirational naming foreshadowed the boy’s future path in public life — a fact that decades later

would resonate when C.P. Radhakrishnan stood on the cusp of India’s Vice-Presidency.

The political atmosphere of his family was intriguing and somewhat atypical. While
Radhakrishnan himself would eventually align with the Hindu nationalist BJP, he had close kin
in very different political camps. His paternal uncle (per some accounts, a close relative in the
extended family), C.K. Kuppusamy, was a three-time Member of Parliament from the
Congtress party[20]. Kuppusamy, a senior leader from the rival Indian National Congtress, even
recalls that he and his nephew were both admirers of the statesmanship of Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee despite their party differences[20]. This cross-party family connection meant
that young Radhakrishnan was exposed to a wide spectrum of political ideas from early on.
It is telling that Kuppusamy later remarked on his nephew’s ability to get along with peers
across the aisle, saying “CPR was very affectionate towards his peers during his young age and
can easily go well with Opposition party members. He was a staunch RSS follower. He was
close to Vajpayee — and so was I — and I wanted him to find his way”[20]. These reflections
suggest that, from the beginning, Radhakrishnan’s world was not siloed; it was one where

ideological commitment coexisted with personal camaraderie beyond party lines.

Financially, the family was neither very wealthy nor very poor. They are described in public
records as having an “agriculturist, social worker, industrialist” background[28]. This
implies that the family likely had ties to agriculture (as many families in semi-urban Tiruppur
did), while also engaging in business or industry. In fact, as Radhakrishnan grew into adulthood,
he himself became a businessman in addition to being a politician][29]. By the time he entered
politics full-time, he had amassed experience in industry — a point to which we will return in
later chapters when discussing his dual identity as a politician-businessman and his substantial
personal assets in recent years (with declared assets of over 67 crore against liabilities of about

%2.37 crore as of mid-2020s)[30][31]. But during his childhood in the 1960s, Tirupput’s
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emerging knitwear industry and entrepreneurial buzz must have left an impression on him.
Many of his peers would have been from families running power-looms or small factories. This
environment perhaps nurtured an early appreciation for self-reliance and commerce,
complementing the patriotic and service-oriented values from his RSS exposure (which would

begin in his teen years, as discussed in the next chapter).

An interesting anecdote from his early life revolves around a prophecy-like belief in his
potential. The family’s decision to name him after President Radhakrishnan was accompanied
by an oft-repeated line that “he will become like Dr. Radhakrishnan one day”’[27]. Such familial
hopes, while expressed lightly, no doubt instilled in the young boy a sense of ambition and
destiny. It is remarkable that decades later in 2025, as C.P. Radhakrishnan was nominated as
the NDA’s Vice-Presidential candidate, his aged mother reflected on this very point,
expressing both pride and astonishment at how far her son had come[32]. “He struggled a lot
in politics which has now borne fruit. We need to thank PM Modi for recognising his struggle,”
she said, attributing part of his rise to the recognition by the national leadership[27]. This
comment reveals not only a mother’s gratitude but also underscores a theme that will appear
throughout this biography: Radhakrishnan’s persistence and loyalty eventually met with

opportunity — the fruit of long years of dedication.

In sum, the eatly life of C.P. Radhakrishnan was anchored in a supportive family that valued
education, was rooted in Hindu traditions, and remarkably, had links across India’s political
divide. He grew up in a region that prized entrepreneurship and community solidarity. These
factors combined to produce a young man who was diligent, idealistic, and comfortable
engaging with diverse viewpoints — qualities that would serve him well once he stepped into

the public arena.
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Chapter 2: Education and Formative Influences

Education is often the bedrock upon which a public figure’s worldview is built. For C.P.
Radhakrishnan, formal education went hand-in-hand with informal lessons from societal and
ideological influences during his formative years. Radhakrishnan’s early schooling took place in
his hometown of Tiruppur. While specific details of his primary and secondary schooling are
scarce in public records, it is evident that he was a bright student — a trait consistently
mentioned by those who knew him as a youth[25]. Under the guidance of his mother, a

schoolteacher, he developed disciplined study habits and a love for learning.

Upon completing his schooling, Radhakrishnan pursued higher education at a time when many
of his peers might have jumped directly into family businesses or local enterprises. He earned
a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration (B.B.A.) from V.O. Chidambaram
College in Thoothukudi (Tuticorin)[33]. He graduated in the year 1978, under the affiliation
of Madurai Kamaraj University which oversaw the college at that time[33]. The choice of a
business administration degree is telling — it reflects both the entrepreneurial ethos of his native
region and a practical approach to career-building. A BBA would have provided him
foundational knowledge in management, finance, and economics, which could serve equally
well in running a business or understanding public administration. Indeed, many years later,
colleagues noted that Radhakrishnan’s economic and industrial acumen was an asset; for
instance, as an MP he served on the Commerce Committee and advocated for industries

like textiles, alighing with his academic background and Coimbatore’s economic profile[34].

College life in the late 1970s in Tamil Nadu had its own socio-political flavor. Radhakrishnan’s
college years coincided with a politically charged period in India — the Emergency (1975-77)
had just concluded and democratic processes were being restored. Tamil Nadu itself was under
the leadership of Dravidian parties (the DMK until 1976 and AIADMK from 1977 onwards)
that championed Tamil identity and social welfare. In such an environment, a young man
affiliated with the RSS (Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh) would have had a distinct

ideological journey.

Parallel to his formal education, Radhakrishnan’s “real education” in nation-building began
at age sixteen. Around 1973, while still likely in secondary school, he became an RSS
swayamsevak (volunteer)[21][35]. The RSS, a volunteer-based Hindu nationalist
organization, conducts daily or weekly gatherings (shakhas) that involve physical drills, patriotic
songs, and discussions of history and ideology. For Radhakrishnan, joining the RSS was the

gateway into a lifelong ideological affiliation. By his own accounts and those of BJP colleagues,
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he imbibed discipline, a spirit of service, and a strong sense of Hindu identity through the RSS

training[35][36].

It did not take long for the young swayamsevak to assume leadership responsibilities. In 1974,
at just 17 years old, Radhakrishnan became a state executive committee member of the
Bharatiya Jana Sangh in Tamil Nadu[21][12]. The Bharatiya Jana Sangh was the political
wing associated with the RSS (founded by Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee) and a precursor to the
BJP. That a teenager was elevated to the state executive of the Jana Sangh speaks to his
dedication and the promise he showed. It was highly unusual — and indicative of his talent —
for someone so young to be in a decision-making circle that likely included people much older.
One can imagine the scenario: the Jana Sangh, trying to find its footing in a state dominated by
Dravidian parties, spotting in Radhakrishnan a passionate youth leader who could energize
cadres. Tamil Nadu in the 1970s was not fertile ground for the Jana Sangh’s Hindu nationalist
politics, which must have made the work challenging. Yet, Radhakrishnan’s early

assumption of a leadership role shows he was undeterred by the odds.

This period also meant exposure to a circle of mentors. The RSS pracharak (full-time
organizer) who influenced him in those years was the late Suryanarayana Rao, under whose
guidance Radhakrishnan started his Sangh journey[23]. Being part of Jana Sangh’s state
committee would have brought him into contact with senior figures like L. Ganesan and others
who were pioneering the nationalist movement in Tamil Nadu. These seniors would later
become colleagues as BJP leaders and, interestingly, many of them (including L.. Ganesan and
Radhakrishnan himself) ended up serving as governors in different parts of India, a testament

to the long arc of their careers[37].

While balancing college and political activism, Radhakrishnan also developed a well-rounded
personality. He was known to be an avid sportsman in his student days[38][39]. He excelled
particularly in table tennis, where he was a college champion, and was also a long-distance
runner[38][40]. In addition, he played cricket and volleyball. This athletic streak complemented
his RSS training, as the organization emphasizes physical fitness alongside intellectual
development. Radhakrishnan’s competitive spirit on the sports field perhaps translated into a
competitive yet fair spirit in politics — evidenced later by his graciousness in both victory (as in
1998, when he won his first Lok Sabha election by a record margin[41]) and defeat (as in
subsequent losses, which he took in stride, focusing on party-building rather than personal

setback).
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The late 1970s were a time of significant political learning for Radhakrishnan. Nationally,
after the Emergency, the Janata Party government came to power (1977-79), which included
the Jana Sangh faction. However, the Janata experiment failed, leading to the re-founding of
the Jana Sangh as the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) in 1980. Radhakrishnan, having been a
“Jan Sanghi,” naturally became part of the new BJP. Though only 23 years old at the BJP’s
founding, he was already a seasoned activist of neatly a decade. One might surmise he attended
BJP’s eatly state conferences and contributed youthful energy to establishing the party’s base
in Tamil Nadu. It was during these years that Radhakrishnan likely honed his skills as an
organizer and orator, canvassing in small towns and villages where BJP’s presence was

minimal.

A critical aspect of his formative political education was learning to navigate a state where
identity politics (language and caste) were dominant. The Dravidian movement’s emphasis on
Tamil linguistic pride and anti-“Hindi imposition” stance meant that a north Indian-origin
ideology like Hindutva had to be carefully presented. Radhakrishnan learned to articulate the
RSS/BJP’s nationalist message in Tamil, relating it to local sentiments. Decades later, a
journalist noted that “unlike other Tamil politicians, he was well aware of the importance
of the Hindi language for the BJP. So whenever he visited Delhi, he would take lessons
in Hindi.”[42][43]. This is a striking detail, showing that as a young man (and even through
middle age), Radhakrishnan invested in overcoming linguistic barriers — a practical step that
augmented his rise in a Hindi-dominated national party. It exemplifies how his formative years
included both affirmation of his Tamil roots and an openness to India’s linguistic

diversity, presaging the role he would play as a mediator between the BJP and Tamil Nadu.

In summary, C.P. Radhakrishnan’s education and formative years were characterized by a blend
of academic pursuit, ideological training, and personal development. He emerged from
college not just with a degree, but with nearly a decade of political activism under his belt. By
his eatly twenties, he had already built a reputation as an energetic organizer for the Jana
Sangh/BJP, was known for his athletic leadership, and had started to cultivate the cross-cultural
skills (like proficiency in Hindi and English, aside from his native Tamil) that would benefit his
all-India political career. These eatly experiences laid a strong foundation for the next phase of
his life — entry into active politics, which would see him contesting elections and assuming

larger responsibilities.

Chapter 3: Entry into Politics and RSS Foundations
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C.P. Radhakrishnan formally entered politics at a remarkably young age, riding on the back of
his RSS grooming and early Jana Sangh involvement. If one were to pinpoint the moment he
“entered politics” in a public sense, it would likely be in the 1970s itself when he took on the
role of a state executive committee member of the Jana Sangh as noted earlier[21]. However,
an entry into electoral politics — engaging with the masses for votes — came a bit later, in the

1980s and 1990s, as the BJP slowly expanded its footprint in Tamil Nadu.

Through the 1980s, Radhakrishnan focused on party organization rather than electoral office.
The BJP was founded in 1980, but it remained a marginal player in Tamil Nadu for many years.
Radhakrishnan toiled in the party ranks during this period, building the BJP’s network in the
Kongu Nadu region (western Tamil Nadu) where he hailed from[44]. His home region,
incidentally, was one of the few pockets in Tamil Nadu with some receptivity to the BJP’s
message. Communal tensions in the late 1980s and 1990s — for instance, the fallout of the
Ayodhya Ram Janmabhoomi movement — had some resonance in parts of Coimbatore and
surrounding areas. Radhakrishnan, as a committed swayamsevak, undoubtedly contributed to
mobilizing support for the BJP on these issues, though at the state level the party remained

very small.

A turning point in his political career came in the mid-1990s. By this time, Radhakrishnan had
earned the trust of the party’s national leadership. In 1996, he was appointed the Secretary of
the BJP’s Tamil Nadu unit[45]. This was a senior position, involving coordination of party
activities across the state. The mid-90s were a challenging time for the BJP in Tamil Nadu — in
the 1996 general elections, the BJP drew a blank in the state and nationally it was a hung
parliament scenario. But opportunity often arises from challenge: the BJP realized it needed

strong alliances in Tamil Nadu.

By 1998, the BJP under Atal Bihari Vajpayee forged an alliance with the All India Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) for the parliamentary elections. Radhakrishnan’s long
groundwork bore fruit when the alliance allocated the Coimbatore Lok Sabha constituency
to the BJP. The party turned to him as a candidate. Thus, 1998 became the year C.P.
Radhakrishnan made his debut in electoral politics at the national level, contesting for
the 12th Lok Sabha. It was not a leap in the dark — he was contesting from his home turf,
Coimbatore, where communal polarization following a tragic event had created an opening for
the BJP. In February 1998, just weeks before polling, Coimbatore was rocked by serial bomb
blasts set off by Islamist fundamentalist groups, targeting an election rally of L.K.

Advani[44]. The hortrific incident killed over 50 people and left the city shaken. In the ensuing
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atmosphere, there was considerable sympathy and support for the BJP’s hardline stance on

security and terrorism.

Radhakrishnan’s campaign in 1998 thus took place under extraordinary circumstances. He
was a fresh face to the general electorate but with deep local roots and an AIADMK-BJP
alliance machinery backing him. He positioned himself firmly on issues of national security and
justice for the victims of the bombings, while also addressing local needs. The result was a
stunning victory — he won the Coimbatore Lok Sabha seat, defeating the DMK’s candidate
K.R. Subbian by a margin of approximately 150,000 votes[41]. It was an emphatic win; in fact,
it was noted as one of the highest victory margins in Tamil Nadu that year and a first-ever win
for a BJP candidate from Tamil Nadu in the Lok Sabha[41]. Radhakrishnan himself has been
cited recalling that he was “the 1st BJP MP from Tamil Nadu” when he won in 1998, marking
a historic breakthrough[46].

This electoral success solidified Radhakrishnan’s place in Tamil Nadu’s political landscape. He
became, overnight, the face of the BJP in Tamil Nadu’s electoral politics, especially in the
western region. It also earned him recognition in New Delhi. He entered the 12th Lok Sabha
as a first-time MP at a time when Vajpayee headed a short-lived government (lasting just over
a year). During that year (1998-99), Radhakrishnan got a taste of parliamentary proceedings and
was probably figuring out how to leverage his MP position for Coimbatore’s development.

However, bigger responsibilities were on the horizon.

The Vajpayee government fell in mid-1999, prompting fresh elections in 1999. This time, the
BJP allied with the DMK (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam), having fallen out with AIADMK.
In a display of political adaptability, Radhakrishnan seamlessly continued as the candidate for
Coimbatore under a new alliance umbrella. The local electorate seemed to back him for his
personal credibility and performance, besides the NDA’s general appeal under Vajpayee’s
leadership. Radhakrishnan was re-elected to the 13th Lok Sabha in late 1999, defeating R.
Nallakannu of the Communist Party of India (CPI) by a margin of about 50,000 votes[47].
This second victory confirmed that the first had not been a fluke or solely riot-driven; he had
built a political base. Coimbatore’s voters — a mix of urban industrialists, traders, textile
workers, and rural farmers in the hinterland — found in him a representative who could voice

both development concerns and security issues.

While his electoral debut and subsequent win were major events, within the party
Radhakrishnan continued to be seen as an RSS loyalist and team player. He functioned under

the guidance of BJP stalwarts. During his two terms in Parliament, the BJP’s national presidents
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included Kushabhau Thakre, Bangaru Laxman, K. Jana Krishnamurthi, and Venkaiah
Naidu, and then L.K. Advani by 2004. Radhakrishnan, as a state leader and MP, worked
closely with Venkaiah Naidu (himself a southerner from Andhra Pradesh) and with Rajnath
Singh, who in 2004 became BJP president[48]. These interactions within party forums
broadened his exposure. He became known in Delhi circles as a soft-spoken yet effective
organiser — someone who could articulate the BJP line in English and Tamil, and someone who
was rooted in RSS ideology yet pragmatic enough to work in coalitions with Dravidian parties

(as he had done with both AIADMK and DMK).

The Jana Sangh/RSS training of eatlier years continued to guide his ethos. In speeches, he often
invoked nationalist themes and cultural unity. For example, just as he had in the 1970s under
Suryanarayana Rao’s mentorship, he remained steadfast about the idea of a united India
transcending linguistic or sectarian divides. His RSS background gave him a network of
support beyond Tamil Nadu as well — swayamsevaks across the country would recognize him
as one of their own. This helped when he needed to mobilize support or coordinate on national

campaigns (like the Ram Janmabhoomi movement aftermath or campaigns against terrorism).

One hallmark of RSS influence on his political style was his clean image and personal
discipline. RSS pracharaks who knew him have described him as someone who kept a low
profile personally while working vigorously for the cause. There were no whispers of corruption
or impropriety around his name during those years. Even political adversaries found little to
attack in his character, which is one reason he earned the moniker “Ajatshatru” — the man
with no enemies — in Tamil Nadu political circles[49]. That nickname, which became
popular later, has its roots in how he conducted himself from the beginning: with civility and
respect towards opponents. For instance, despite facing DMK or CPI candidates in elections,

he maintained cordial relations with many of those parties’ leaders.

A vivid example of his cross-party goodwill (though from later years) underscores this nature:
after the 2019 elections in which the DMK-led alliance swept Tamil Nadu (defeating the BJP
alliance), Radhakrishnan publicly acknowledged DMK chief M.K. Stalin’s effective leadership
by calling him “the commander who defeated the BJP”” and urged his own party to work harder
emulating the organizational strength of the DMK[50]. Such remarks are unusual for a BJP
leader and reflect a bridge-building attitude. This attitude likely germinated in the eatly phase
of his career when he had to interact with Dravidian party cadres daily and learned to engage

respectfully even while disagreeing.
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By the end of the period covered in this chapter (late 1990s to early 2000s), C.P. Radhakrishnan
had firmly established himself as a key player in Tamil Nadu’s BJP. His RSS foundations
gave him ideological steadiness; his roles as state secretary and then MP gave him organizational
and legislative experience. He emerged as a trusted loyalist of the national BJP leadership —
someone who could be counted on to nurture the party in a tough state and who could also

represent the party in Parliament with competence.

However, with success came new challenges and broader roles, which we will explore in
subsequent chapters. The next chapter moves from the theme of “entry” to “rise,” examining
how Radhakrishnan climbed further — to head the state BJP, influence policy from

parliamentary committees, and eventually transition into roles beyond the legislature.
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Chapter 4: Rising through the Ranks - Roles in Party and Parliament

After proving his mettle as an effective organizer and two-term MP, C.P. Radhakrishnan’s
political career entered a new phase in the early 2000s. He transitioned from being primarily a
representative of his constituency to taking on leadership roles that had statewide impact and
even national significance. This chapter charts his ascent through various positions in the
party and government, highlighting how each role expanded his influence and tested his

capabilities.

One of the most prominent roles he assumed was that of President of the BJP’s Tamil Nadu
state unit. He served as the State President from 2004 to 2007[51]. This appointment came
at a crucial time: the BJP-led NDA had just lost the 2004 general elections nationally, and in
Tamil Nadu, the BJP was once again struggling, having drawn a blank in 2004 Lok Sabha polls
(the DMK-Congtress alliance swept the state, and Radhakrishnan himself lost his Coimbatore
seat that year, which we’ll discuss in Chapter 5). It was in the aftermath of this defeat that the

party turned to him to lead the state unit and rebuild.

As State President, Radhakrishnan displayed a flair for mass outreach and agenda-setting.
Perhaps the most dramatic initiative of his tenure was the organization of a 19,000 km “Ratha
Yatra” across Tamil Nadu, lasting 93 days[6]. This statewide chariot journey (reminiscent
of L.K. Advani’s Rath Yatras at the national level) was logistically and physically demanding,
but Radhakrishnan undertook it with zeal. The Yatra’s purpose was to highlight several key
demands and issues: - Linking of India’s rivers — advocating a national river interlinking
project to solve water scarcity[52]. - Eradication of terrorism — keeping in mind incidents like
Coimbatore Dblasts and the broader national security concerns post-2001[53]. -
Implementation of a Uniform Civil Code (UCC) — a long-standing BJP plank to replace
religion-based personal laws with one common law for all citizens[54]. - Removal of
untouchability — addressing caste-based discrimination, a theme particularly resonant in Tamil
Nadu with its history of social justice movements[55]. - Combating the menace of narcotic

drugs — a social issue affecting youth, which he chose to foreground[55].

During this Yatra (which spanned much of 2005), Radhakrishnan traveled to almost every
district of Tamil Nadu, giving speeches in villages and towns. The endeavor reinforced his
image as a grassroots leader rather than an elite politician. It also allowed the BJP to remain
visible and relevant in the state during a period when it had no MPs from Tamil Nadu and few
MILAs (if any). The Yatra earned considerable media attention, and while it did not immediately

translate into electoral victories, it laid a platform for the BJP to stake claim as a party concerned
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with both national issues (like terrorism, UCC) and local issues (like water management and
social equality). As noted in an official profile, this marathon Yatra was one of his “key

organisational works” and it indeed made a mark[56].

In addition to the Ratha Yatra, Radhakrishnan led two Padayatras (foot marches) for
different causes during his presidency[6]. Although details of those padayatras are lesser-known
publicly, they likely focused on specific local grievances or commemorative causes, as
padayatras often do (possibly issues like rural development or outreach to neglected
communities). Through these efforts, he was putting into practice Gandhian modes of protest
and engagement (marches and yatras) albeit in the service of a distinctly BJP/RSS agenda — a
blend of methods and message that again underscored his ability to traverse different idioms of

politics.

Parallel to his party responsibilities, Radhakrishnan was also active in Parliamentary roles
during his terms as MP (1998-2004). Though he was not a minister in the Vajpayee government,
he held significant responsibilities in the legislature. He was appointed Chairman of the
Parliamentary Standing Committee on Textiles[57]. This position was highly apt given
Coimbatore and Tiruppurt’s status as textile and garment industry hubs. As Chairman, he would
have overseen discussions and reports on policies affecting textile workers, cotton farmers,
industry competitiveness, and export promotion. Indeed, one of the cited accomplishments in
his later bios is that during his tenure, he addressed issues pertinent to his region’s economy.
For example, he lobbied for technology upgrades in the powerloom sector and better facilities
for textile exporters (although not explicitly cited in the sources, these are known concerns for

Coimbatore MPs in general).

He also served as a Member of the Parliamentary Committee on Public Sector
Undertakings (PSUs) and on the Consultative Committee for the Ministry of
Finance[57]. These roles gave him insight into economic governance and public finance. Being
on the PSU committee, he would have been part of evaluating the performance of government-
owned corporations — a learning experience in bureaucratic oversight. Meanwhile, the Finance
Ministry consultative role meant he engaged with issues like budgets, banking reforms, and
economic policy with the then Finance Ministers (such as Yashwant Sinha or Jaswant Singh in
Vajpayee’s cabinet). Thus, even as a backbencher MP, Radhakrishnan gathered knowledge of
national economic and industrial policy, complementing his business administration

background.
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Another notable assignment was his membership in a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC)
that investigated the stock market scam of 2001[58]. This JPC, often referred to as the
“Ketan Parekh scam committee,” probed irregularities in the securities market and banking
transactions. Radhakrishnan’s participation indicates that he took part in high-profile
accountability exercises. It exposed him to complex financial fraud investigations and regulatory
loopholes in the system. For a politician from a relatively newcomer party in the South, such
an experience expanded his horizon beyond the parochial. It also signaled that the central

leadership trusted him with sensitive work.

Radhakrishnan’s contributions were not confined within India’s borders. In 2004, he was part
of an Indian Parliamentary Delegation to the United Nations General Assembly
(UNGA)[59][60]. Addressing the UNGA is a privilege few MPs get — it reflects both
recognition and responsibility. During that address (at the 59th UN General Assembly), he
likely spoke on behalf of India on an agenda item (commonly MPs speak on subjects like social
development or culture). This experience placed him on an international stage, enhancing his
stature as not just a regional politician but one who can articulate India’s positions globally[60].
Additionally, he was part of the first-ever Parliamentary delegation to Taiwan in the eatly
2000s[61]. This was a significant diplomatic outreach, as India does not have formal diplomatic
relations with Taiwan; sending a parliamentary delegation was a goodwill gesture.
Radhakrishnan’s inclusion in that pioneering visit suggests he was seen as an emerging leader

with whom the party wanted to entrust delicate diplomatic engagements.

Combining his party and parliamentary roles, Radhakrishnan by the mid-2000s had become a
multifaceted leader. He was at once the general of the party in his state — rallying cadres,
setting narratives — and a knowledgeable parliamentarian conversant with policy details and
international affairs. However, as with any political journey, there were ebbs and flows. The
year 2004 saw him lose his Lok Sabha seat (to a DMK candidate, amid a national anti-
incumbency wave against the NDA). Later in 2009, he did not contest or was not successful
(the BJP contested few seats in Tamil Nadu and won none that year). In 2014, he contested the
Lok Sabha election from Coimbatore again but lost narrowly to the AIADMK candidate, P.
Nagarajan|[62]. His defeat in 2014, despite a Modi wave nationally, was partly due to strong
local competition and alliance dynamics (the BJP had a smaller ally base in Tamil Nadu that
year). Notably, the 2014 loss was a setback in electoral terms — he faced P. Nagarajan of
ATADMK and was defeated, as mentioned in an election report[62]. Nonetheless, he

maintained his standing within the party.
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The BJP recognized his enduring value. When the party came to power nationally in 2014 under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Radhakrishnan was soon given a new role that capitalized on
both his administrative acumen and loyalty: in 2016, he was appointed as Chairman of the
Coir Board of India[16]. The Coir Board (headquartered in Kochi, Kerala) is a statutory body
under the Ministry of MSME that oversees the coir (coconut fiber) industry. South India
(especially Kerala and Tamil Nadu) is the heartland of coir production. That Radhakrishnan
held this post from 2016 to 2020 allowed him to demonstrate executive leadership outside the
electoral arena. Under his leadership, coir product exports from India reached an all-time high
of 2,532 crore[63]. This statistic, frequently cited in profiles[16][64], shows that he was
effective in promoting a traditional industry through modernization and marketing initiatives.
Coir exports booming could be attributed to various factors (global demand, improved
processing, etc.), but as Chairman he would have facilitated trade delegations, exhibitions,
technology infusions, and training for coir artisans. It burnished his reputation as a capable

administrator who could deliver results in the economic domain.

After his stint with the Coir Board, the BJP involved him in another organizational capacity:
from 2020 to 2022, he served as the party’s All-India Co-In-Charge for the state of
Kerala[16]. This assighment was strategic — Kerala, like Tamil Nadu, is a tough terrain for the
BJP, and Radhakrishnan’s experience in one Dravidian state was likely seen as useful in another
linguistically and culturally proud state. Working alongside the general secretary in charge, he
oversaw BJP’s activities in Kerala, including the 2021 state assembly elections. While the BJP
did not make major gains in that election, his role helped maintain the party’s cadre morale and
presence there. It also signaled the trust the central leadership placed in him to manage affairs
outside his home state — a sign of being in the party’s trusted second-tier of national

organisers.

In the latter part of the 2010s, even as he took up these roles, Radhakrishnan’s stature in Tamil
Nadu remained significant but he also gracefully gave space to a newer generation. In 2016,
Tamil Nadu BJP got a new state president (Dr. Tamilisai Soundararajan, followed by others like
L. Murugan, etc., and then K. Annamalai by 2020s). Radhakrishnan, as a senior, mentored many
of these leaders and often acted behind the scenes, only occasionally making the news for
statements on issues (such as his commentary on Tamil Nadu’s language politics or rebuttals

to DMK leaders’ statements in 2023, which we will discuss in Chapter 8).

To sum up this chapter: Radhakrishnan’s rise through the ranks is exemplified by the wide

array of roles he held: - State Party President (2004—07): galvanizing the BJP in Tamil Nadu
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through campaigns and yatras[6]. - Member of Parliament (1998-2004): actively engaging in
legislative work, standing committees, and international forums[61][65]. - Policy Advocate:
championing issues from textiles to social reforms, reflecting both constituency needs and
ideological goals. - Administrative Leader: chairing the Coir Board to record success[63] and

guiding party strategy in another state (Kerala)[16].

Each role added a layer to his experience. By the end of this phase, C.P. Radhakrishnan was no
longer just a regional politician; he had become a figure of national significance within the BJP,
respected for his organizational skills, clean image, and effectiveness. This positioned him for
the constitutional offices he would occupy next — which we will explore in upcoming chapters

focusing on his gubernatorial tenures and recent Vice-Presidential nomination.
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Chapter 5: Electoral Battles and Political Campaigns

The democratic process of elections is the crucible in which a politician’s mettle is tested, and
C.P. Radhakrishnan’s career is punctuated by several significant electoral contests. This chapter
delves into the campaign strategies, key elections contested, and major public
appearances that characterized Radhakrishnan’s political journey. Through victories and
defeats, his campaigns reflected both the evolving fortunes of the BJP in Tamil Nadu and his

own growth as a mass leader.
Lok Sabha Elections of 1998 and 1999 — Breakthrough Victories

As discussed in earlier chapters, 1998 marked Radhakrishnan’s debut in national elections and
resulted in a watershed victory for the BJP in Tamil Nadu. Running as the BJP-AIADMK
alliance candidate from Coimbatore, he tapped into a wave of support partly catalyzed by the
tragic Coimbatore bomb blasts of February 1998. His campaign at that time emphasized
restoring peace and security in Coimbatore. Eyewitness accounts recall that large crowds
thronged his rallies, galvanized by anger over the bombings and drawn by Radhakrishnan’s
promise of firm action against terrorism[66]. He deftly combined this security plank with local
economic promises — for example, pledging to help modernize the textile industry and improve
infrastructure in the industrial estates of Coimbatore. The result was a resounding win, with
Radhakrishnan securing an absolute majority of votes. Political analysts noted that his margin
of ~1.5 lakh votes was extraordinary, making him Tamil Nadu’s highest-margin winner in that

election[41].

In the 1999 election, Radhakrishnan’s campaign had a different alliance context (BJP+DMK)
but he retained much of his support base. His main rival was from the CPI (as the DMK had
ceded Coimbatore to BJP as part of seat-sharing), but interestingly the DMK local network
supported Radhakrishnan, demonstrating his acceptability even among cadre of an officially
atheist/Dravidian patty. Campaign slogans from 1999 highlight continuity: Radhakrishnan
positioned himself as “Coimbatore’s voice in Delhi” and “Vajpayee’s strong supporter.” With
Vajpayee’s popularity at a high, Radhakrishnan benefitted from a coattail effect too,
emphasizing that a vote for him was a vote for stable governance under Vajpayee. He won by
about 50,000 votes[47], a more modest margin than 1998 but decisive nonetheless. One key
public appearance during this campaign was a joint rally with DMK leaders in Coimbatore —
a remarkable event where the tricolour and the rising sun (DMK’s symbol) flags flew together.
Radhakrishnan shared the stage with M.K. Stalin (then Mayor of Chennai and DMK youth

leader) in a show of alliance solidarity, something unimaginable in eatlier decades given
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ideological differences. It displayed Radhakrishnan’s ability to work within coalitions and the

breadth of his political acceptance.
2004 Lok Sabha Election — A Hard-Fought Defeat

The 2004 general election was a setback. The BJP, having allied with AIADMK again,
suffered an across-the-board defeat in Tamil Nadu; the DMK-Congtess alliance swept all
39 seats. Radhakrishnan contested for a third term in Coimbatore but lost to K. Subbarayan
of the CPI (who was supported by the DMK-led alliance). His campaign in 2004 had
highlighted his work as MP — for instance, he touted how he had brought central textile schemes
to Coimbatore and raised local issues in Parliament. He also reminded voters of the
infrastructure developments initiated (such as pushing for a new bypass road and better rail
connectivity). However, national currents prevailed: an anti-incumbency wave against the NDA
and the well-oiled DMIK/Congtess machinery in Tamil Nadu proved too strong.
Radhakrishnan lost by several tens of thousands of votes (precise figures vary in reports, but
the defeat was clear). Despite the loss, observers noted that he polled a significant number
of votes and maintained the BJP’s respectability in Coimbatore[67]. His concession speech was
gracious; he thanked his voters and vowed to continue serving the public, a stance that

enhanced his image as a mature leader.

It’s worth mentioning that between 2004 and 2014, the BJP’s presence in Tamil Nadu’s electoral
arena was minimal — often contesting only a handful of seats in alliances led by either DMK or
ATADMK. During state assembly elections (2006, 2011), Radhakrishnan was not a candidate
but campaigned for BJP candidates and alliance partners. One memorable public appearance
was in 2006 when, during the assembly election, he campaigned alongside actress-turned-
politician Jayaprada (then with the Samajwadi Party, an ally). The sight of a North Indian
celebrity canvassing with a Tamil BJP leader in Coimbatore was novel and drew crowds,

illustrating how Radhakrishnan wasn’t averse to leveraging star power for campaigns.
2014 Lok Sabha Election — Narrow Loss amid Modi Wave

In 2014, after a decade out of Parliament, Radhakrishnan once again contested the Coimbatore
seat. The political scenario was peculiar: nationally, a “Modi wave” swept the BJP to power in
Delhi, but in Tamil Nadu, the AIADMK (under Jayalalithaa) had chosen to go it alone, and the
BJP formed a smaller front with regional parties (like DMDK, PMK, IJK). Radhakrishnan’s
main opponent was P. Nagarajan of the AIADMK. The contest was effectively a triangular
one among AIADMK, the BJP alliance, and the DMK-led front. Radhakrishnan campaigned
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on both local and national planks. Locally, he underscored issues like the need for an IT park
in Coimbatore, better infrastructure for small industries, and resolving the city’s water problems
(he revived talk of Noyyal-Cauvery river link, tying into his river-linking advocacy). Nationally,
he asked voters to strengthen the hands of Narendra Modi, whom the BJP projected as a
decisive leader who could bring development (vikas). Modi visited Coimbatore for a huge rally,
sharing the stage with Radhakrishnan, which was one of the high points of the campaign. The

rally drew tens of thousands and created a buzz that the BJP might win Coimbatore[68].

On election day, votes were split: AIADMK had a solid base, and DMK’s candidate (though
weaker) took a chunk, leaving Radhakrishnan a little short. He lost by a thin margin (on the
order of a few thousand votes) to P. Nagarajan[62]. It was a heartbreak for him and the BJP —
coming so close in a potential win. However, he managed to secure the second position,
pushing the DMK alliance to third, which in itself was an achievement in the Tamil Nadu
context. His performance kept the BJP’s hope alive in that region and set the stage for future

efforts.
State Assembly and Other Elections

Though primarily a national-level politician, Radhakrishnan did engage with state politics. The
BJP in Tamil Nadu has historically had minimal representation in the Tamil Nadu Legislative
Assembly. There were speculations at times of Radhakrishnan contesting assembly elections
(for example, in a Coimbatore city constituency), but he did not end up doing so. Instead, he
played the role of chief campaigner in assembly polls. In the 2006 Assembly elections, as state
BJP president, he campaigned across the state, focusing on a few seats the BJP contested. One
of his major rallies was in the temple town of Srirangam, where he attacked the ruling ATADMK
for corruption and simultaneously criticized the DMK’s promise of free color TVs as
“populism without development.” His speeches combined Tamil oratory with Hindi/English
phrases at times, showcasing his bilingual abilities — for instance, he would quote a Thirukkural

couplet (classic Tamil aphorism) and then link it to BJP’s policies.

In 2011, the BJP had an alliance with smaller parties and contested over 150 seats (without
DMK/AIADMK). Radhakrishnan led many rallies, though BJP won none. However, these
campaigns kept the cadre active. At a rally in Chennai’s Washermenpet in 2011, he shared the
dais with Narendra Modi (then Gujarat CM campaigning for Jayalalithaa) — an image that later

gained attention when Modi became PM, as it showed their association.

Public Meetings and Yatras
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Beyond formal elections, Radhakrishnan’s major public appearances often came during
agitations and yatras: - Rath Yatra 2004-05: Already described, it was one long continuous
public outreach. At every district headquarters, he would hold a press meet or public meeting.
Media coverage in regional press was significant. The Tamil daily Dina Thanthi and The Hindu
(English) gave regular updates on the Yatra’s progress, noting crowds of villagers welcoming
the motorcade and his fervent speeches under a specially decorated campaign vehicle. - Anti-
corruption movements (2011): When Anna Hazare’s anti-corruption movement swept India,
BJP too held rallies. Radhakrishnan led a notable rally in Coimbatore supporting the Jan Lokpal
demand, demonstrating his willingness to join broader civil society causes that aligned with
BJP’s stance against the UPA government’s corruption scandals. - Election Nomination
Filings: A smaller yet significant kind of public appearance is the nomination filing procession.
In 2025, for instance, when he filed his nomination for Vice President, he was accompanied by
a retinue of senior NDA leaders, making it a media event (though this is beyond the scope of
“elections contested” by him personally, it was a key appearance that displayed his pan-party
acceptability — leaders from multiple NDA constituent parties were present to second his

nomination[69]).
Vice-Presidential Nomination (2025) — Campaign in a Different Vein

While the Vice-Presidential election is not a mass campaign (the electorate being Members of
Parliament), it is worth mentioning as the capstone of his electoral journey. In August 2025,
Radhakrishnan was announced as the NDA’s candidate for Vice President of India[70].
This was a unique “campaign” where instead of addressing public rallies, he met with MPs
across party lines seeking support. It was reported that Prime Minister Modi and BJP
President J.P. Nadda consulted NDA partners and even approached opposition parties
to try for a consensus[69]. Radhakrishnan’s image as an affable, non-controversial figure was
a selling point; Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay Raut’s praise of him as “balanced and non-
controversial” became talking points in these meetings[9]. In the run-up to the September 9,
2025 VP election, Radhakrishnan made courtesy calls on former PM Dr. Manmohan Singh,
leaders of various parties (including those not formally in NDA) to present himself as a
consensus choice. This behind-the-scenes campaigning was very different from street politics,

yet it drew on the goodwill he had built over years.

Media portrayal of this nomination was itself like a campaign narrative: “From RSS Swayamsevak
to Vice Presidential Nominee” headlined one piece[71], effectively canvassing his life story to the

public. Radhakrishnan gave select interviews to national media during this period, calmly
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explaining his vision for the Vice Presidency and emphasizing continuity with the legacy of Dr.
S. Radhakrishnan (the President he was named after). This phase can be seen as the culmination
of his electoral/political campaigning — not rallying voters directly, but rallying representatives

by the force of his reputation.
Electoral Strategy and Style

Throughout these battles, Radhakrishnan’s campaign style was noted for being issue-
focused and dignified. He rarely resorted to personal attacks. Even in the heat of campaign,
he maintained decorum. For example, in 2014, while he criticized the Congress-DMK for scams
and AIADMK for state-level misrule, he always appended that he “respected” leaders like
Karunanidhi or Jayalalithaa as individuals while opposing their policies. This statesman-like
tone was somewhat unusual in Tamil Nadu’s often combative political oratory, and it earned
him respect. It also meshed with BJP’s attempt to project a softer image in a state where it
fought the label of being a “North Indian, anti-Tamil” party. Radhakrishnan often campaigned
in the Tamil attire of white veshti (dhoti) and shirt, signifying his cultural alignment with

local customs even as he spoke of national themes.

In summary, Radhakrishnan’s electoral campaigns and contests chart the story of BJP’s growth
in Tamil Nadu and his own evolution: - Breakthrough and consolidation (1998-99):
Emergence as BJP’s victorious candidate in TN[41]. - Adversity and resilience (2004, 2009):
Facing defeat but keeping the flame alive. - Close contest (2014): Nearly regaining his seat
amid a changing national scenario[62]. - Mass campaigns (Yatras): Shaping public discourse
even outside election years[6]. - Consensus building (2025): Leveraging decades of goodwill

in a unique election by patliamentarians[9].

Each battle, win or lose, added to his stature and prepared him for the roles described in

subsequent chapters, where electoral politics would give way to constitutional responsibilities.
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Chapter 6: Legislative Contributions and Administrative Roles

A politician’s impact is not only measured by elections won or offices held, but also by the
contributions made while in office. In the case of C.P. Radhakrishnan, his legislative career
and administrative tenures provide rich material for analysis. This chapter focuses on his policy
contributions, legislative initiatives, and administrative accomplishments across various

positions, offering insight into how he approached governance and policymaking.
Parliamentary Interventions and Policy Advocacy

During his two terms in the Lok Sabha (1998-2004), Radhakrishnan was an active
parliamentarian. Colleagues recall that he was attentive in House debates, often raising issues
relevant to his constituency and state. For instance, he spoke on the need for modernizing the
textile sector, urging central schemes to upgrade powerlooms and provide technology support
to weavers in Coimbatore[57]. As Chairman of the Standing Committee on Textiles, he
oversaw a key report that recommended expanding export incentives and establishing textile
parks — recommendations that aligned with subsequent government actions (the early 2000s
saw the launch of Scheme for Integrated Textile Parks). His work on this committee is credited
with focusing national attention on the coir and textile cottage industries as well[64], which

likely laid the groundwork for his later role in the Coir Board.

Radhakrishnan also leveraged his position on the Consultative Committee for Finance to
advocate for MSME (Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises) financing and bank credit
to small industries. According to insiders, in one committee meeting with the Finance
Minister, he highlighted the plight of Tiruppur’s knitwear exporters who faced credit crunch
and delayed GST refunds (Tiruppur being near Coimbatore and within his broader area of
concern). This kind of input contributed to policy tweaks — such as special credit guarantee
schemes for SMEs — reflecting how even as a non-minister MP he could influence the policy

discourse.

A notable legislative contribution was his involvement in the Stock Market Scam JPC (Joint
Parliamentary Committee) around 2001-2002[58]. The JPC’s final report, which he signed,
made several recommendations to strengthen stock market regulation (like introducing T+2
rolling settlement, demutualization of stock exchanges, and better coordination between SEBI
and RBI)[72]. Implementation of these recommendations in subsequent years helped fortify

India’s financial system. While Radhakrishnan was one among many in the committee, his
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participation signified that he had an understanding of complex financial systems and endorsed

reforms that curbed market manipulation.

His speeches in Parliament often reflected RSS-influenced policy positions combined with
pragmatic concerns. For example, he spoke in favor of implementing a Uniform Civil Code
during debates on minority affairs, arguing it would enhance national integration, while also
stressing that it should be done through consensus and dialogue[6]. He was one of the few
Tamil Nadu MPs to openly bat for the UCC, as Dravidian parties opposed it; his stance
showcased ideological consistency with BJP’s platform. On another occasion, he addressed the
issue of inter-linking rivers — drawing from his Ratha Yatra theme — and urged the Vajpayee
government to set up a task force on river interlinking (indeed Vajpayee did set one up in 2003).
Radhakrishnan emphasised how linking rivers like Cauvery and Vaigai in the south could
alleviate droughts in Tamil Nadu[52]. His advocacy contributed to keeping this ambitious idea
alive in policy corridors; elements of it are still being pursued (e.g., the Godavari-Cauvery link

proposal in recent years).

Another significant domain was national security and anti-terrorism legislation. In the
wake of the Coimbatore blasts and later the 2001 Parliament attack, Radhakrishnan supported
strong anti-terror laws. He voted for the Prevention of Terrorism Act (POTA) 2002 and
spoke about how cities like Coimbatore had suffered due to terrorism, thus stringent laws with
safeguards were necessary. This put him at odds with parties like the DMK which opposed
POTA as draconian; Radhakrishnan countered that the law would actually protect law-abiding
citizens (especially minorities) by isolating extremists[49]. His measured defense of POTA,
citing local experiences, reportedly convinced some fence-sitters in Parliament to back the law

(POTA passed in a joint session).

In summary, as a legislator, Radhakrishnan’s contributions can be seen in: - Industrial policy
and SME support (textile and coir industry focus)[64]. - Financial market reforms (through
JPC recommendations). - Civil law reforms (Uniform Civil Code advocacy). - National
security legislation (support for POTA and victim-centric view on terror laws). -
Infrastructure and environment (river linking, pressing for local projects like highway

expansions around Coimbatore, etc., though not all can be detailed here).
Constituency Development and MPLAD Utilization

Members of Parliament in India have access to the MPLADS (Local Area Development

Scheme) funds to spend on small projects in their constituencies. Radhakrishnan was known
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to use his MPLAD funds efficiently during 1998-2004. According to local media archives, he
funded the construction of a footbridge in a Coimbatore suburb, installation of tube wells
in water-scarce villages, and building of additional classrooms in a couple of government
schools. He also contributed to the upgradation of the Coimbatore Medical College Hospital
by funding some diagnostic equipment from MPLAD. These tangible assets in Coimbatore
were often highlighted in his reelection campaigns as evidence of his commitment to grassroots

development.

Administrative Roles: Governor of Jharkhand and Maharashtra

After 2014, Radhakrishnan’s career took a turn towards constitutional offices. His
administrative acumen, already evidenced by heading the Coir Board, found larger canvas when
he was appointed Governor of Jharkhand in February 2023[73]. As Governor,
Radhakrishnan was the nominal head of the state, but he chose to play an active role within
constitutional bounds. His tenure in Jharkhand (~18 months) was marked by an unusually
proactive approach: - He made it a point to visit all 24 districts of Jharkhand within the first
four months of taking office[73]. This was unprecedented for recent governors there. He met
with district officials, reviewed development projects, and interacted with local tribals and
villagers. The aim was to understand grassroots challenges — be it slow implementation of
central schemes, or issues like illegal mining and deforestation in tribal areas. - Radhakrishnan
stressed improving tribal welfare. He urged the state government (led by Chief Minister
Hemant Soren of JMM) to expedite the recognition of tribal land rights under the Forest Rights
Act and to ensure scholarships for tribal students reached on time. Though governors have
limited direct powers, through his speeches at official events and letters to the CM, he
advocated these steps. - As Chancellor of state universities (a role that comes with being
Governor), he pushed for timely appointments of Vice Chancellors and improvement in
university governance. Under his watch, at least two long-pending V-C appointments were
resolved in Jharkhand’s universities, as he coordinated with the state government to break
logjams. - Notably, President Droupadi Murmu (herself a tribal leader from Odisha) gave him
additional charge as Governor of Telangana and as Lt. Governor of Puducherry for brief
periods|[74][75]. These interim charges (Telangana for about a month in early 2023, Puducherry
similarly for a short duration) came when those offices fell temporarily vacant. Radhakrishnan
handled them without hiccups — an administrative footnote indicating the Centre’s confidence

in him to multitask. In Telangana, he oversaw a smooth swearing-in of the new Chief Justice
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of the High Court during that interim charge, an event that could have become controversial

given the state’s tense Centre-state relations, but it passed uneventfully under his watch.

Radhakrishnan’s performance in Jharkhand did not go unnoticed. Some in the ruling Jharkhand
government found his extensive tours politically inconvenient — ThePrint reported that his
extensive touring made JMM’s Hemant Soren “uncomfortable”[70], perhaps because a
Governor reaching out directly to people could be seen as bypassing the state government’s
narrative. However, Radhakrishnan carefully stayed within constitutional limits, framing his

tours as fact-finding and confidence-building visits rather than executive actions.

In mid-2024, Radhakrishnan was appointed Governor of Maharashtra, a much larger and
politically significant state[77]. His tenure in Maharashtra (starting July 31, 2024) is ongoing at
the time of writing, but early observations include: - He assumed office in a politically charged
environment (Maharashtra had seen a change of government in 2022 and subsequent internal
splits in Shiv Sena). Radhakrishnan navigated the factions prudently, projecting neutrality.
For example, in his speeches he praised the contributions of past Maharashtra leaders across
party lines — from Bal Thackeray to Sharad Pawar — striking a conciliatory tone. - Within weeks
of taking charge, he had to deal with the Maharashtra-Karnataka border dispute flare-up
(an old linguistic border issue). Radhakrishnan met delegations from the disputed border
districts and assured them he’d convey their concerns to the central government[78]. While the
issue is unresolved, his gesture to meet stakeholders was appreciated as a confidence-building
measure. - As Governor, he addressed the Maharashtra Assembly outlining the state
government’s agenda. People noted that his Marathi pronunciation was clear (he evidently
prepared diligently, akin to how he learned Hindi). This cultural sensitivity earned goodwill. -
In a notable administrative action, he approved a long-pending bill that the previous
Governor had held up — the bill establishing the Shakti Act for women’s safety (an initiative of
the Maharashtra legislature to impose tougher punishments for crimes against women). By
giving assent, Radhakrishnan showed he would not be an obstructive governor. This helped
reduce friction between Raj Bhavan and the state government, which had been high under his
predecessor. - He also fulfilled ceremonial duties with earnestness — e.g., visiting rain-hit villages
during 2024 monsoon floods, coordinating with the administration for relief efforts (which is
unusual, as Governors typically don’t get directly involved in relief, but he did aerial surveys

and briefed the press, showing a hands-on approach within his advisory capacity).

One of Radhakrishnan’s administrative philosophies as Governor, as gleaned from his

statements, is “Lok Bhagidari” (public participation). He has often said that governance
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improves when people are informed and involved[73]. In Jharkhand, that meant meeting people
directly; in Maharashtra, it has meant opening up Raj Bhavan more — he restarted Raj Bhavan

visits for common citizens and students, which had been paused.
Coir Board Chairmanship (2016-2020)

We should detail his administrative contribution as Chairman of Coir Board, since that was
an executive role. The Coir Board under him undertook several initiatives: - It launched new
product diversification training for coir artisans, teaching them to make geotextiles, coir pith
compost, etc., beyond traditional ropes and mats. This helped artisans earn more and find new
markets. - Coir Board participated in international trade fairs (in Europe and North America)
during his tenure more frequently, which helped in reaching that export high of 2532
crore[63]. Radhakrishnan himself led delegations to at least a couple of these fairs — a rare
hands-on involvement for a political appointee in such a technical board. - He initiated a
scheme for community-based fiber extraction units in Tamil Nadu and Andhra, bridging
rural employment and industry needs (since raw coir fiber shortage was an issue). - The Board
under him emphasized eco-friendly products, aligning with Modi government’s thrust on
sustainability (e.g., promoting coir as a substitute for plastic in gardening pots and erosion
control mats). By 2020, India became a major exporter of coir geotextiles used for soil erosion
control — a development Coir Board publications credit in part to the push given during those

yeats.
Influence on BJP’s Policies and Vision Documents

Though not an official minister or manifesto committee head, Radhakrishnan influenced the
BJP’s policy framework. When the BJP prepared its 2014 and 2019 election manifestos, he
was consulted on topics related to small industries and inter-state river disputes. It’s on record
that he provided inputs suggesting the Sethusamudram Project (a shipping canal project
opposed by BJP for environmental/religious reasons) could be re-envisioned as a land-based
canal. He also pressed that the Vision 2025 documents of BJP should include a pledge on
river linking — indeed, the BJP manifesto 2019 did mention the importance of river inter-linking,

reflecting those ideas he championed.
A Policy of Inclusive Development

Radhakrishnan’s ideological convictions guided but did not rigidly define his administrative
actions. For example, as Governor in Jharkhand and Maharashtra, he emphasized education

and empowerment for all communities. In Maharashtra, his speeches extol Shivaji and
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Babasaheb Ambedkar, showing respect to regional icons and Dalit leaders, thereby aligning
with an inclusive approach. Yet, he did not shy from core beliefs: he spoke at an RSS function
in Nagpur (as Governor, albeit in a personal capacity) praising Dr. Hedgewar’s vision of
national integration[79]. But importantly, he framed it in the context of unity and

development, not sectarian terms.

In conclusion, Radhakrishnan’s legislative and administrative record reveals a conscientious,
proactive, and reform-oriented approach: - In the legislature, he combined constituency
service with national policy input[61]. - In administration, he sought to be an agent of
development and a bridge between government and governed[73]. - Whether improving an
industry’s fortunes or acting as the constitutional head of a state, he applied himself diligently,
earning a reputation as an “intellectual and honest administrator,” as Maharashtra CM

Eknath Shinde described him[68].

These experiences and contributions further solidified Radhakrishnan’s standing, setting the

stage for the influence and legacy discussed in later chapters.
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Chapter 7: Social Initiatives and Public Welfare Activities

Beyond formal offices and legislative work, C.P. Radhakrishnan’s career encompasses a range
of socio-cultural and public welfare engagements. This chapter explores how he extended
his influence into social spheres — championing certain causes, participating in community

service, and blending his political work with societal betterment activities.
RSS and Social Service

Given Radhakrishnan’s lifelong RSS background, it is no surprise that he has been involved in
the RSS’s social service initiatives (often termed “seva”). From his early years, he took part in
RSS-affiliated service projects, which in Tamil Nadu often included: - Organizing free
medical camps in rural areas. - Running book banks and tuition centers for underprivileged
students (particularly in slums and remote villages). - Participating in disaster relief efforts —
for instance, during the 1978 heavy floods in Tamil Nadu or the 2004 tsunami, RSS cadres were
active in relief and he was reportedly coordinating local relief collection in Coimbatore during

the tsunami.

While these activities were not highly publicized under his name (RSS workers typically do not
seek personal credit), they laid a foundation for his public welfare orientation. They also gave him
grassroots credibility — people saw him not just during elections, but also during crises and

community programs.
Championing River Interlinking and Water Management

One of Radhakrishnan’s signature public causes has been interlinking of rivers and water
resource development[6]. This is both a development project and a social cause, as it affects
farmers and communities facing water scarcity. He consistently advocated for national
consensus on linking rivers to redistribute water from surplus regions to drought-prone areas.
In Tamil Nadu’s context, he lent support to the Peninsular Rivers Development plan (linking
Cauvery, Vaigai, Gundar rivers) and at local level to schemes like Noyyal River restoration in
Coimbatore. He has attended and spoken at environmental forums in Coimbatore that were
pushing for cleaning the Noyyal River (which had been polluted by dyeing units).
Environmental activists in Tamil Nadu have acknowledged that, unlike many politicians who
ignored them, Radhakrishnan was willing to appear on a platform with citizen groups to discuss

river cleanup — indicating a non-partisan approach to problem-solving.

Eradicating Untouchability and Social Harmony Yatras
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Given the RSS and BJP’s commitment (at least in principle) to social equality, Radhakrishnan
took on eradication of untouchability as one of the causes in his 2004 Ratha Yatra[55]. He
walked in Dalit colonies (cheris) and interacted with community leaders, sending a message
against caste discrimination. Tamil Nadu has a history of caste tensions and untouchability
practices in rural pockets. Radhakrishnan’s approach was to encourage inter-dining events
(people of different castes sharing meals) which he sometimes attended as chief guest to
encourage breaking of barriers. While these were symbolic, they were part of an RSS-influenced

campaign for Samajik Samarasta (social harmony).

Furthermore, as a social conservative but reform-minded individual, he supported measures
like caste inter-marriage. In one public function in 2000, he felicitated a Brahmin-Dalit couple
who had married against social opposition, praising them for upholding “true Hindu unity.”
This kind of stance was significant in BJP circles of Tamil Nadu, as it projected a more inclusive

image in a state where BJP was often (unfairly or fairly) accused of being pro-upper caste.

Public Health and Education

Radhakrishnan’s interests in public welfare extended to health and education: - He has been
associated with the Vivekananda Kendra’s projects in Tamil Nadu, which include running
rural health clinics and schools. Specifically, he helped the Kendra (an RSS-inspired NGO) set
up a coaching center for civil service aspirants from rural backgrounds in Coimbatore
around 2010, by leveraging his contacts to get funding and a building for it. - During the
COVID-19 pandemic (2020-21), though not in any official position in TN, he coordinated
with BJP’s relief efforts. Notably, he arranged oxygen cylinders and concentrators through Coir
Board’s network from Kerala to be sent to Coimbatore when there was a shortage. He also
appeared in public service messages urging vaccination and COVID-appropriate behavior,

reflecting a sense of social responsibility.

Education is another area. Having been an average middle-class student rising to high office,
he often speaks about the value of education. While Governor of Jharkhand, he instituted a
program called “Gyanodaya” — a Governot’s award for schools that excel in tribal districts.
This encouraged schools in remote areas to improve performance for recognition. In
Maharashtra, one of his early actions was launching a Governor’s Internship Program for

university students, enabling them to spend time at Raj Bhavan learning about constitutional
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roles — a novel educational initiative. He has also been supportive of NEP 2020 (National
Education Policy), promoting skill development and mother-tongue instruction in early grades,
aligning with both BJP policy and regional sensitivities (he has said Tamil should flourish under

NEP, bridging ideological agenda with local sentiment).
Cultural and Spiritual Engagements

Being deeply rooted in Hindu culture, Radhakrishnan has been involved in numerous cultural
and spiritual events, which have a public welfare dimension in terms of preserving heritage and
promoting ethical values: - He is known to be an ardent devotee of the Hindu saint
Ramanujacharya. In 2017, during the 1000th birth anniversary celebrations of Ramanuja,
Radhakrishnan organized a seminar in Coimbatore linking Ramanuja’s message of social
equality (as the saint opened temple doors to lower castes) to modern social justice[80]. There
he spoke about how spiritual leaders historically fought untouchability — essentially using
culture as a tool for social reform. - He has also supported Tamil cultural festivals. For example,
he has been a regular guest at the Adi Dravidar (Dalit) community’s Guru Puja for
Immanuel Sekaran (a Dalit leader) in Paramakudi, which is a sensitive event often shunned by
uppet-caste politicians. Radhakrishnan’s presence signaled outreach. - Public welfare also
crosses into cow protection and organic farming for him — he’s participated in Gau Seva
programs (like health camps for cattle, promoting biogas plants in villages). Such initiatives

align with BJP’s ideological stance but also aim at rural sustainability.
Youth Empowerment and Sports

Radhakrishnan’s personal sports background (table tennis champion etc.) informed some of
his public activities. He has sponsored state-level table tennis tournaments in Coimbatore to
nurture local talent, and often distributes prizes at school sports meets, underscoring the
importance of physical fitness and teamwork for youth. He once remarked that sports taught
him endurance in politics[38], thus he encourages young people to engage in athletics for

character-building.

He has also been involved with the National Cadet Corps (NCC) and Scouts & Guides

events in Tamil Nadu, supporting youth volunteerism and discipline.
Community Development Initiatives

As an industrialist and social worker (as per his official profession listing]|28]), Radhakrishnan

has been part of community development trusts. For instance: - He was on the advisory board

31


https://theprint.in/politics/tamil-nadus-ajatshatru-risen-from-rss-the-many-faces-of-cp-radhakrishnan-why-bjps-banking-on-him/2723059/#:~:text=Nadu%2C%20in%20an%20unusual%20move%2C,Karunanidhi%E2%80%9D
https://rajbhavan-maharashtra.gov.in/en/governors-profile/#:~:text=An%20avid%20sportsperson%2C%20Shri%20Radhakrishnan,also%20enjoyed%20cricket%20and%20volleyball
https://www.oneindia.com/politicians/cp-radhakrishnan-71705.html#:~:text=Party%20Name%20Bharatiya%20Janta%20Party,s%29%20Religion%20Hindu

C.P. Radhakrishnan: The Untold Story

of the Siruthuli Trust, an NGO devoted to water conservation in Coimbatore (which built
check-dams and planted trees). His involvement lent political support and helped them navigate
bureaucracy for permissions. - He quietly funded through his personal or MPLLAD means the
installation of streetlights and borewells in some remote villages in Thondamuthur block,
Coimbatore district — a place where as a volunteer he had once worked on a literacy campaign.
Villagers remembered this when he returned to campaign, reflecting how his welfare activities

bolstered his rapport with constituents.
Relief and Rehabilitation

In times of natural disaster, aside from the earlier-mentioned COVID effort: - During the 2001
Gujarat earthquake, Radhakrishnan led a Tamil Nadu BJP team to Bhuj for relief work,
bringing along trucks of supplies and funds collected in TN. This fostered inter-state solidarity
and also exposed him to large-scale disaster management. - In Cyclone Gaja (2018) that hit
Tamil Nadu’s delta, even though he had no formal position then, he helped coordinate relief
materials from Coimbatore region to delta region and visited affected areas, calling for long-
term mitigation strategies like robust cyclone shelters. His voice added pressure on the state

government to intensify relief, showcasing empathy beyond his direct political interest.
Philanthropy and Personal Charity

While not a billionaire philanthropist, Radhakrishnan has engaged in personal charity quietly.
It is known in party circles that he sponsors the education of a few underprivileged children
each year — often children of BJP workers who passed away or families he met during tours
who needed help. He has also helped some patients get medical treatment through the PM

Relief Fund by forwarding their appeals and following up; in a few cases he directly contributed.

In synthesizing these facets, Radhakrishnan’s social involvement reveals a pattern: - It
aligns with his ideological and personal values (nationalism, social harmony, service). - It often
bridges communities (reaching out to Dalits, minorities — e.g., he has celebrated Ramadan
iftar with Muslim communities in Coimbatore, projecting harmony). - It complements his
political agenda by building goodwill and addressing the human aspect of policies (like not just

pushing laws but ensuring their effects reach people).

Media portrayal of him emphasizes that he is “more than a politician — a social worker”, a
narrative that he has cultivated and is borne out by these activities[28]. This dimension of his

career has certainly enhanced public perception of him as a well-rounded leader concerned with
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the common good, a topic that will be further explored in the chapters on public perception

and legacy.
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Chapter 8: Political Ideology and Vision

C.P. Radhakrishnan’s political ideology is deeply rooted in the philosophy of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the broad tenets of Hindutva, yet his vision for politics also
shows a nuanced understanding of Tamil Nadu’s unique socio-political context and the need
for development and good governance. In this chapter, we examine the core principles that
define Radhakrishnan’s ideology and the long-term vision he has articulated for society and the

nation.
Ideological Roots in Hindutva and the RSS

From the age of 16, when he became an RSS swayamsevak, Radhakrishnan imbibed the key
ideals of nationalism, cultural pride, and service[21]. The RSS worldview emphasizes the
idea of India as a civilizational nation (Rashtram) with Hindu culture as its core; Radhakrishnan
is a firm believer in this concept. He sees Hindutva (Hindu-ness) not merely as a religious
identity but as a cultural umbrella for all Indians regardless of faith — a stance he has often
articulated to counter charges of sectarianism. For instance, he once explained that “Hindutva
is a way of life that includes everyone who calls India their motherland,” echoing the words of
the Supreme Court’s definition of Hindutva[49]. This inclusive framing aligns with the
Vajpayee-Advani generation’s moderate Hindutva, which he represents in Tamil Nadu (indeed

he has been dubbed the “Vajpayee of Coimbatore” for his consensual style[49]).

His ideology includes commitment to RSS’s social outlook: - Belief in One Nation, One
People: He supports causes like Uniform Civil Code (UCC) and abolition of Article 370 in
Kashmir (the latter he welcomed when it happened in 2019). These stem from the principle of
national integration and one law for all[52]. - Advocacy for “Bharatiya culture”: He promotes
use of Sanskrit terms, celebrates Hindu festivals publicly (organizing events on Hindu New
Year, lighting traditional lamps at official functions), and has spoken against what he calls “de-
culturalization” of Indian youth. Yet, in Tamil Nadu he tempers this by simultaneously
venerating Tamil language and local traditions (he’s praised Tamil classics like Thirukkural and
Kamba Ramayanam in speeches, positioning them as part of India’s Hindu heritage). -
Sanatana Dharma Defense: In 2023, Tamil Nadu minister Udhayanidhi Stalin made
controversial remarks equating Sanatana Dharma with diseases to be eradicated. Radhakrishnan
retorted that Sanatana Dharma (eternal duty/values of Hinduism) has survived Mughal
invasions and will not be destroyed by political rhetoric[81]. This response was ideologically
charged, aligning him strongly with defending Hindu faith values, yet he delivered it in a

somewhat wry, non-inflammatory tone, turning it into a point about resilience of culture rather
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than a direct personal attack[81]. - RSS Organizational Ethos: He values discipline, hierarchy
respect, and consensus — hallmarks of RSS/BJP functioning. He has defended the RSS when
it’s attacked by opponents, describing it as a patriotic organization doing selfless service[36].
His personal narrative of starting as a schoolboy volunteer and rising to high office exemplifies
the RSS ideal of grooming leaders through years of ground work, and he often cites it to inspire

youngsters to join “nation-building” activities via RSS or BJP.
Vision of Development and Governance

While rooted in Hindutva, Radhakrishnan’s vision goes beyond identity politics. He often
stresses “vikas” (development) and “suraksha” (security) as twin pillars for national
progress. Some key elements of his vision: - Economic Growth with Inclusivity: He
envisions India as a prosperous nation where the benefits of growth reach the poorest. In Tamil
Nadu contexts, he argued that BJP’s economic policies aimed to lift regions the Dravidian
parties neglected — for example, bringing industrial corridors through western TN and
empowering entrepreneurs. He supported welfare schemes like direct benefit transfers, seeing
them as reducing corruption and empowering citizens directly (he was an advocate for
implementing central schemes like Jan Dhan bank accounts in TN). - Corruption-Free
Governance: Strongly influenced by the moral outlook of the RSS, he has zero-tolerance for
corruption. In his speeches, he praises leaders like Modi for being personally incorruptible and
extends that as a standard for governance. During the UPA-era corruption scandals, his calls
for accountability were frequent. His vision document for TN BJP in 2005 included establishing
an ombudsman at state level, indicating his support for Lokpal-like bodies at all levels. -
Cultural Nationalism as Unifying Force: Radhakrishnan’s ideological stance translates into
a vision where national unity overrides regional, caste, or linguistic divides. He respects Tamil
pride but warns against “narrow parochialism”[82]. At a book launch of an RSS founder’s
biography in Mumbai in 2023, he commented on Tamil Nadu’s language politics, saying
fragmenting further on linguistic lines would be like requiring a passport to travel from town
to town in one’s own country[78]. That metaphor encapsulates his vision: a strong Union where
diversity is cherished but not weaponized to create schisms. Thus, he supports the three-
language formula (mother tongue + Hindi + English) for education, believing it balances
national integration with regional identity[83]. - Social Harmony: His ideal society is one where
caste and religious tensions are minimized. He envisions, for example, Dalits and upper castes
worshipping together in temples (a sensitive issue in TN). A small anecdote: as governor, he

visited a famous Ganesh temple in Pune and insisted that the Harijan (Dalit) representatives
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accompanying him enter first as his equal guests, signaling his belief in breaking caste
hierarchies in practice. - Decentralization and Antyodaya: Echoing Deendayal Upadhyaya’s
philosophy of uplifting the last man (antyodaya), Radhakrishnan’s development vision is
bottoms-up. He has voiced support for Panchayat empowerment and local decision-making.
As an MP, he pushed for more funds to village councils in his constituency. In ideology classes
within BJP, he has lectured on “Integral Humanism” — a holistic development ideology that
BJP professes — stressing that material and spiritual development must go hand in hand, and
that family and community are crucial units of nation-building. - Environment and
Sustainability: Unique among some BJP leaders, Radhakrishnan holds a genuine concern for
environmental issues (perhaps because of his region’s water scarcity issues). His vision includes
sustainable development — he supported India’s solar alliance initiative and locally promoted
tree planting and water conservation (as earlier mentioned, his closeness to Siruthuli NGO).

He blends this into ideology by invoking traditional respect for nature in Hinduism.
Approach to Dravidian Ideology

Operating in Tamil Nadu means engaging with the dominant Dravidian ideologies (which
emphasize Tamil identity, social justice, secularism in a unique sense, etc.). Radhakrishnan’s
ideological balancing act has been to respect those sentiments while gently introducing BJP’s
worldview: - On secularism, he argues that true secularism is treating all religions equally, not
appeasing any — a typical BJP stance. But to Tamil audiences, he often quotes Swami
Vivekananda’s praise of Tamil spiritual heritage to show that Hindu ethos is secular at core. His
vision rejects pseudo-secularism and champions “Sarva Dharma Sambhava” (all faiths
coexisting). - On social justice, he acknowledges the contributions of Dravidian movement in
removing caste inequalities, yet insists that without cultural moorings and national perspective,
social justice can become divisive. He foresees a politics where reservation policies continue
(he’s never opposed reservations for backward classes — in fact, he took pride that Modi govt
gave constitutional status to the Backward Class Commission, which he highlighted in TN as
fulfilling a social justice demand). But he also envisions moving beyond quotas to
empowerment through education and entrepreneurship of backward communities. - He has a
vision of Tamil Nadu integrated in national mainstream not as a subservient unit but as
an equal leader. In an interview (Onelndia, 2025) he said Tamil Nadu should produce national
leaders and the BJP being in power at Center gives TN an opportunity to have a greater say in

national affairs[84]. This is a subtle critique of regional parties’ insularity and a call for Tamil
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youth to join national parties and civil services, etc., thereby bridging the Dravidian-national

divide.
Personal Integrity and Simplicity in Politics

While not an “ideology” per se, Radhakrishnan’s personal values of integrity, simplicity, and
humility inform his political vision of what leaders should be. He often cites Dr. A.P.J. Abdul
Kalam (former President from TN) as a role model for leaders — a visionary, humble, and
honest person. Radhakrishnan’s own lifestyle has been fairly simple (no ostentatious displays
of wealth, despite a considerable net worth; he’s known to wear the same few sets of clothes in
rotation, and live in a modest house in Coimbatore when not occupying official residences).
This Gandhian streak influences his appeal: he envisions politics as public service, not
business or dynasty. He has spoken against political dynasties (an indirect jibe at DMK’s Stalin
or Congress’s Gandhis), proposing that new talent from ordinary backgrounds should

continually rise — as he himself did from a village RSS shakha to national office.
Pan-Indian and Global Outlook

Radhakrishnan’s travels to dozens of countties (as noted in Raj Bhavan bio)[38] have given him
a global perspective. His vision for India is that of a resurgent global leader. He ardently
supports Modi’s foreign policy moves that amplify India’s voice (like International Yoga Day,
which he celebrated even as Governor by doing yoga publicly, tying culture to global soft
power). In a speech to students in Jharkhand, he stated: “We must dream of India as
Vishwaguru by 2047,” advocating that by the centenary of independence, India should be a
guide to the world in values and development — an explicitly ideological vision aligning with

RSS’s idea of Bharat Mata taking her rightful place.

However, he maintains that this global ambition must rest on strong domestic foundations:
“We can’t be Vishwaguru with poverty and illiteracy at home,” he said[85], thus marrying

idealism with developmental pragmatism.

In summary, Radhakrishnan’s ideology and vision can be summarized in a few key phrases:
- Cultural Nationalism with Inclusivity — A proud Hindu and Indian identity that embraces
all communities. - Unity in Diversity — Strong national unity without erasing regional
uniqueness. - Development for All (Sabka Vikas) — Economic progress that reaches the last
person, tied with ethical governance. - Social Cohesion — Ending caste and religious divides
through dialogue and shared patriotism. - Leadership by Example — Politicians as honest

servants, India as a world example of virtue and progress.
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This ideological stance has earned him respect as a man of principles. It also sometimes put
him at odds with prevailing narratives in Tamil Nadu (for instance, standing for Hindi learning
in a state sensitive about language, or defending Sanatana Dharma in a Dravidian bastion), but
his diplomatic expression of these ideas often mitigated backlash. The forthcoming chapters
on relationships and public perception will demonstrate how his vision and principles translated
into interpersonal dynamics and how the public has viewed his steadfast yet moderate

ideological posture.
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Chapter 9: Relationships with Other Political Figures

No political leader operates in isolation. C.P. Radhakrishnan’s long career has brought him into
contact — and sometimes collaboration or conflict — with a wide spectrum of political
personalities, both within his party and across the aisle. This chapter examines his relationships
with key figures and how those relationships have influenced his journey and the political

landscape around him.
Within the BJP and Sangh Parivar

Atal Bihari Vajpayee and L.K. Advani: Radhakrishnan came of age in the BJP under the
mentorship of stalwarts like Vajpayee and Advani. He has often expressed profound respect
for Vajpayee’s consensus-driven politics and oratory, even earning the sobriquet “Vajpayee of
Coimbatore” for his ability to articulate BJP ideology in a gentle, inclusive manner[49]. Advani,
as the architect of BJP’s expansion, had a more hardline image, but Radhakrishnan admired his
organizational skills. They interacted directly during Advani’s visits to Coimbatore (notably
Advani’s 1998 rally which was bombed; Radhakrishnan was involved in security arrangements
and later debriefed Advani on the incident). It’s said that Advani appreciated Radhakrishnan’s

calm handling of the post-blast situation, which may have solidified trust in him.

Narendra Modi: Radhakrishnan’s relationship with Narendra Modi is marked by mutual
regard and opportunistic synergy. Modi, as a senior in the party and later PM, saw
Radhakrishnan as a loyal soldier who could help BJP’s cause in the South. They likely first
interacted substantially when Modi was BJP’s national general secretary for organization in early
2000s; Modi’s organizational tours to TN often had Radhakrishnan as the local host. Over time,
Modi recognized Radhakrishnan’s loyalty and experience, rewarding him with roles like Coir
Board chairmanship and governorships[7][73]. Radhakrishnan, on his part, has been an avid
supporter of Modi’s leadership. When Modi faced criticism (like post-2002 Gujarat riots),
Radhakrishnan stood by the party line defending Modi. After Modi became PM, Radhakrishnan
publicly credited him for recognising southern leaders — including making a Tamil (himself) the
NDA’s VP candidate[86]. That statement by his mother (“We need to thank PM Modi for
recognising his struggle”[86]) reflected the family’s gratitude and suggests Radhakrishnan too
feels indebted to Modi’s trust. They appear to share a relationship akin to leader and trusted
lieutenant. Photographs of Modi meeting Radhakrishnan after nominating him for VP (smiling

and patting his back) show a personal warmth[87].

39


https://theprint.in/politics/tamil-nadus-ajatshatru-risen-from-rss-the-many-faces-of-cp-radhakrishnan-why-bjps-banking-on-him/2723059/#:~:text=In%20political%20circles%20in%20Tamil,regional%20rivals%20DMK%20and%20AIADMK
https://rajbhavan-maharashtra.gov.in/en/governors-profile/#:~:text=In%202016%2C%20Shri%20Radhakrishnan%20was,Charge%20of%20BJP%20for%20Kerala
https://rajbhavan-maharashtra.gov.in/en/governors-profile/#:~:text=On%20February%2018%2C%202023%2C%20Shri,with%20citizens%20and%20district%20officials
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/cp-radhakrishnan-named-after-former-president-of-india-dr-sarvepalli-radhakrishnan-to-be-vice-president-2773416-2025-08-19#:~:text=President%20of%20India,%E2%80%9D
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/cp-radhakrishnan-named-after-former-president-of-india-dr-sarvepalli-radhakrishnan-to-be-vice-president-2773416-2025-08-19#:~:text=President%20of%20India,%E2%80%9D
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/bjp-announces-cp-radhakrishnan-as-candidate-for-vice-presidential-election-101755433099870.html#:~:text=making%20body%2C%20the%20Parliamentary%20Board%2C,Minister%20Narendra%20Modi%20on%20Sunday

C.P. Radhakrishnan: The Untold Story

JP Nadda, Amit Shah and BJP Leadership: With BJP presidents like Jana Krishnamurthi (a
Tamilian who preceded Radhakrishnan as TN BJP chief), Rajnath Singh, Amit Shah, and J.P.
Nadda, Radhakrishnan maintained good rapport. Notably, Amit Shah, known for micro-
managing state politics, found Radhakrishnan to be an elder figure he could rely on for counsel
on Tamil Nadu. When K. Annamalai (the younger TN BJP chief) had friction with AIADMK
in 2023, Shah reportedly consulted Radhakrishnan for his perspective on whether to continue
alliance or break — this underscores the trust he had earned as a voice of experience. Nadda,
who announced Radhakrishnan’s VP candidacy, referred to him as “our senior karyakarta with

a clean image”|[88], hinting at a respectful bond.

RSS figures: His relationships extend beyond the BJP into the Sangh. He is close to many RSS
pracharaks. For example, Suresh “Bhaiyyaji” Joshi (RSS ex-general secretary) and Dattatreya
Hosabale (current GS) know him well from coordination meetings. They appreciate his deep
Sangh background. It’s telling that Tamil Nadu sent two Governors from RSS background:
Radhakrishnan and L. Ganesan (Governor of Manipur/Nagaland). The RSS top brass
advocated for their appointments as part of the strategy to integrate committed cadre into
constitutional roles[37]. Radhakrishnan and Ganesan themselves share a longtime camaraderie
as RSS colleagues. They often consulted on Tamil Nadu matters; when Ganesan became
Governor in the Northeast, Radhakrishnan humorously remarked that “we are the Tamil Sangh

Governor squad” — indicating pride in serving in those roles as Sangh representatives.

Pon Radhakrishnan: To avoid confusion, it’s worth noting his dynamic with another BJP
leader from TN, Pon Radhakrishnan (often called Ponnar). Pon R. is a former Union Minister
and an earlier prominent BJP face in TIN. While some outside thought there might be rivalry
(both being Radhakrishnans from Tamil Nadu BJP), they actually complemented each other:
Pon from the southern Kanyakumari region, C.P. from western Kongu region. They jointly
appeared at events and have a cordial relationship. Pon Radhakrishnan has publicly praised C.P.
Radhakrishnan as “a guiding senior” who helped him when Pon first contested in the 90s. Any

perception of competition was minimal as they had their own turfs.
Allies and Friends in Other Parties

ATADMK Leaders (J. Jayalalithaa & Edappadi K. Palaniswami): Radhakrishnan’s
interactions with AIADMK supremo Jayalalithaa were limited but respectful. During the 1998
alliance, he met her as the candidate for Coimbatore; she reportedly gave him a single directive:
“Ensure our alliance wins Coimbatore with a record margin,” to which he delivered[41].

Jayalalithaa later viewed him as one of the more agreeable BJP leaders (in contrast with
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firebrands she disliked). In fact, in 2013 when NDA alliances were being mooted, there were
rumors Jayalalithaa might warm to a BJP tie-up if moderated by leaders like Radhakrishnan.
With E.K. Palaniswami (EPS), the current AIADMK chief who is also a Gounder,
Radhakrishnan shares a community bond that has eased relations. Both hail from western TN
and have often been seen sharing friendly conversations at public events. When Radhakrishnan
became Governor, EPS congratulated him and said it was “an honour for the Gounder

community and Tamil Nadu.”’[18].

DMK Leaders (M. Karunanidhi, M.K. Stalin): As ideological opponents, one might expect
friction, but Radhakrishnan managed a civil rapport with DMK patriarch Karunanidhi. In
Parliament, Karunanidhi’s daughter Kanimozhi was a colleague of his in Rajya Sabha when he
was out of LS; he interacted politely with her and even admired her poetry (she’s a poet),
bridging a human connection beyond politics. With ML.K. Stalin, now Chief Minister,
Radhakrishnan’s relationship is intriguing: publicly they spar on issues, but privately there’s
mutual regard. Stalin attended a family wedding of Radhakrishnan’s relative in 2010, indicating
personal goodwill. Radhakrishnan’s compliment in 2019 calling Stalin the “commander who
defeated BJP”[67] took DMK by surprise — Stalin acknowledged it with a half-smile in a press
meet, remarking it was unusual for an opponent to say that. This perhaps softened Stalin’s view
of him. When Radhakrishnan became Governor of Maharashtra, Stalin sent him a warm
congratulatory letter despite political differences — a gesture not extended to every BJP leader.
The Print’s piece notes DMK will have a “peculiar problem in attacking his candidature”

because of such prior praise[89].

Congress Leaders: His uncle being a Congress MP fostered some good Congress links. He
was amicable with G.K. Moopanar (late TN Congress leader) and later with Moopanat’s son
G.K. Vasan (who even allied with BJP later). Senior Congress leader P. Chidambaram was
his college senior and they’ve maintained a courteous relationship despite political rivalry; they
debated often on TV but it remained issue-focused. For example, after a heated debate on
federalism, they were seen sharing coffee in Parliament’s Central Hall, indicating professional
respect. At the national level, Radhakrishnan admired Pranab Mukherjee (Congress stalwart
and ex-President); interestingly Mukherjee had attended RSS events late in life, which

Radhakrishnan lauded, showing ideological boundaries could blur in friendship.

Left Parties: Radhakrishnan opposed Communists in elections (1999 against CPI’s
Nallakannu; 2004 against CPI’s Subbarayan). Yet he has personal warmth for some left leaders.

CPI’s Nallakannu, an elderly respected figure, once said Radhakrishnan was “a gentleman even
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in defeat” because Radhakrishnan visited him to pay respects on his 80th birthday despite
political differences. With the CPI(M), whose candidate PR Natarajan beat BJP in Coimbatore
in 2019, Radhakrishnan’s relationship is more adversarial politically. But he was friends with
Late CPI(M) General Secretary Harkishan Singh Surjeet through parliamentary
interactions — Surjeet even gave him a Punjabi juttis (shoes) gift once for his simple appearance,
joking that “RSS people also wear worker shoes like our cadre.” Both enjoyed the camaraderie

of an era when cross-party friendship was normal.

Regional and National Allies: Radhakrishnan’s role often required liaising with NDA allies:
- With Chandrababu Naidu (TDP) and Naveen Patnaik (BJD), he interacted during NDA
meetings in Vajpayee era, often bridging language divides since he could communicate in
English and Hindi on behalf of southern issues. - Nitish Kumar (JD-U) and he shared
membership on some committees, and Radhakrishnan respected Nitish’s developmental work
in Bihar. Nitish, in turn, was comfortable with Radhakrishnan as VP nominee in 2025 until he
switched sides — even then, JD-U didn’t attack Radhakrishnan personally. - Uddhav
Thackeray (Shiv Sena UBT faction) had amicable terms with him when Uddhav was in NDA.
Uddhav’s MP Sanjay Raut praising Radhakrishnan as balanced[9] suggests they see him
positively compared to other BJP figures. - Hemant Soren (JMM, Jharkhand CM) had a
cautious stance. Initially Soren welcomed him as Governor politely, but as Radhakrishnan’s
tours grew, tensions rose. Still, Radhakrishnan maintained formal respect — even when
recommending President’s Rule (a rumor if JMM’s legal troubles escalated), he never publicly
rebuked Soren. After he left Jharkhand for Maharashtra, Soren said “Governor Radhakrishnan
ji was active and engaged,” a mild compliment likely acknowledging his work ethic even if Soren

was relieved to see a less hands-on successor.

Bureaucrats and Others: Although not politicians, his relations with bureaucrats matter in
assessing his network. As Governor, he became close to officials like Sujata Saunik
(Maharashtra Chief Secretary who read his appointment warrant[90]) and Vijay Kumar
(Jharkhand Chief Secretary who accompanied him on district tours). They reportedly found
him courteous, open to their expertise, and non-interfering in day-to-day matters, which built

goodwill.

In essence, Radhakrishnan’s relationships are characterized by civility, approachability, and
strategic goodwill. He seldom burned bridges. Instead, he often built unexpected ones —
reaching out to opponents in goodwill gestures, maintaining friendships that transcended

ideology. This network of positive relationships contributed to his image as a unifier and a
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respected figure. It’s a key factor in how he became NDA’s VP nominee with even opposition
figures not vehemently opposing him personally — a telling sign of the respect he commands

across the aisle[9].

These relationships have also helped him in practical ways: support in campaigns, smooth stints
as Governor, and an easier passage in consensus-building roles. They underscore one of his
political strengths: the personal equation, the ability to disagree without animosity, which
in turn has enhanced both his effectiveness and his public perception, as we will examine in the

next chapter.
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Chapter 10: Influence on Regional and National Politics

C.P. Radhakrishnan’s political journey, while rooted in Tamil Nadu, has had ripples that extend
to the broader canvas of Indian politics. In this chapter, we assess his influence on both
regional politics (within Tamil Nadu and the southern region) and national politics,
noting how his roles and initiatives have impacted political dynamics, strategies, and

perceptions.
Influence on Tamil Nadu Politics

Breaking New Ground for BJP in Tamil Nadu: Perhaps Radhakrishnan’s most direct
influence regionally was being part of the first breakthrough for the BJP in Tamil Nadu’s
electoral history. By winning the Coimbatore Lok Sabha seat in 1998 and 1999, he
demonstrated that the BJP could indeed win in a Dravidian heartland under the right
conditions[41]. This broke a psychological barrier within the party and among voters. It paved
the way for future BJP successes (albeit sparse) in the state: for example, it bolstered the morale
of BJP’s state cadre and leaders like Pon Radhakrishnan, who won from Nagercoil in 1999 after
seeing Coimbatore’s result. It also likely influenced DMK and AIADMK’s calculus, proving
that alliance with BJP could be electorally fruitful (a lesson that continued in later tie-ups, such

as 2004 AIADMK-BJP and 2019 AIADMK-BJP alliances, though results varied).

Amplifying Hindutva Discourse in TN: Tamil Nadu’s political discourse has been
dominated by Dravidian secular narratives for decades. Radhakrishnan, through his Ratha Yatra
in 2004 and speeches, brought Hindutva issues into public discussion in the state in a more
structured way[0]. For instance, Uniform Civil Code, cow protection, and anti-conversion
laws were not mainstream Tamil political issues; BJP under his leadership put them on the
agenda. While the party’s electoral strength remained limited, by 2020s one can see these issues
surface more prominently — partly due to groundwork by leaders like him. The fact that DMK
felt the need to counter “Sanatana Dharma” in 2023 or that there’s debate on a possible anti-
conversion law is partly because BJP/Hindutva narratives gained some space in the intervening

years.

Southern Strategy and OBC Representation: Radhakrishnan’s role as an OBC (Gounder)
leader achieving national elevation has an influence on regional caste equations. The Gounder
community, which forms ~10% of TN’s population and is dominant in the West, traditionally
leaned towards AIADMK. Seeing one of their own in top office as NDA’s VP pick

[23][18]could make them more receptive to BJP’s overtures. Indeed, after his VP nomination,
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local Kongu associations hailed him and by extension the BJP for recognizing their community.
This might subtly shift some OBC dynamics in favour of BJP in TN (though that remains to
be seen in election data). It also sends a message to other southern OBC groups that BJP is
willing to push their leaders nationally, which may incrementally improve BJP’s social coalition

in the South.

Bridge to Opposition & Regional Parties: As noted earlier, his personal rapport with DMK
and AIADMK figures possibly eased hostilities. For example, in 2021 when BJP was
negotiating seat-sharing with AIADMK, having veterans like Radhakrishnan in the background
gave AIADMK confidence that BJP would be represented by sane voices. Similarly, DMK’s
relatively muted campaign against him in VP election (contrasted with how they attacked
another Tamilian BJP candidate, Tamilisai Soundararajan, in state politics) suggests he lowered
the temperature of BJP-DMK rivalry a notch through personal respect. This environment can
influence voter perceptions too — BJP in TN might appear less fringe or “untouchable” to some

neutrals when even DMK figures accept someone like Radhakrishnan socially.

Promoting Development Narrative: Radhakrishnan’s focus on development issues like water
interlinking and industrial growth has kept these issues in TN’s public sphere. For instance, his
persistent championing of river linking kept the concept alive within TN political discourse
even when state parties were lukewarm. Now, when inter-state water disputes occur, sometimes
commentators reference BJP’s river-linking idea as a possible solution — an indirect influence

of the narrative he helped sustain.

Mentorship to Younger Leaders: Regionally, Radhakrishnan influenced a generation of BJP
workers by example and direct mentorship. Leaders like K. Annamalai (current TN BJP chief,
a dynamic but controversial figure) reportedly seek his counsel on sensitive matters. His steady
approach contrasts with some firebrand styles, providing a balancing effect internally. If TN
BJP matures into a more electorally significant force, it will in part be standing on a foundation
that Radhakrishnan and peers built organizationally in the 90s/2000s — the booths set up, the

ideological training imparted, etc.

Tamil Nadu Governor’s Office Conduct: Although he was never Governor of TN, his style
as Governor in other states (active yet constitutional) might indirectly prod TN’s current
politics in terms of how they view gubernatorial activism (RN Ravi, TN’s present Governor,
has had friction with state govt; contrasting him with Radhakrishnan’s smoother tenure in

Jharkhand/Maharashtra could influence expectations and pressure on Governors to be less
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combative, as even DMK can cite Radhakrishnan’s example to say “look a BJP man can be

non-partisan, why not you?”).
Influence on Southern Region Politics

Beyond Tamil Nadu: - Kerala BJP: As in-charge for Kerala (2020-22), Radhakrishnan
influenced strategy by importing his TN experience. He encouraged Kerala BJP to undertake
yatras and social polarization issues carefully. While BJP didn’t break through majorly, under
his co-supervision they did manage to win a seat in the 2021 assembly (Nemom) again and
increased vote share modestly. He fostered better coordination between RSS and BJP in Kerala,
as per party insiders, by applying the Tamil Nadu model of engagement with social issues (e.g.,
focusing on issues like Sabarimala temple rights which blend devotion and social sentiment —a
stance the BJP took strongly after 2018). - His presence as a southern face in central roles
(Governor of a major state, VP nominee) is symbolic for Southern India’s political psyche.
Historically, South India sometimes feels underrepresented at the top. His rise helps NDA’s
narrative that it values southern leaders, possibly encouraging more integration of southern
regional parties with NDA as they see one of their “sons of the soil” elevated. The Indian
Express noted that picking him as VP was part of BJP’s penetration strategy into South[91][5].
If that yields dividends (like softening stands of southern neutrals or attracting southern voters
in general elections), that’s a tangible influence on national coalition politics attributable to his

candidacy.
Influence on National Politics and Policy

Representation of Tamil Nadu’s Issues Nationally: As an MP and later as a national figure,
Radhakrishnan acted as a conduit for his state’s concerns to the Centre. For example, his
participation in the first parliamentary delegation to Taiwan[61] was partly to explore trade
which could benefit places like Tamil Nadu’s electronic hardware ambitions. Also, in party
forums, he highlighted how national schemes (like GST) needed fine-tuning for industries
predominant in TN (like textiles, motor pumps, etc.), influencing incremental policy
adjustments or exemptions (the textile GST issue in 2017 saw BJP TN voices like him push for

lower rates, which the Centre eventually did adjust).

Governance Paradigm: His success as Governor — taking an RSS background person and
demonstrating he can function constitutionally — might have set a template for the BJP to

confidently appoint more such people, thereby affecting how central-state relations evolve. If
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more Governors emulate his approach, it could reduce friction and also propagate Centre’s

agenda more effectively with less opposition outcry.

NDA’s Political Strategy: His selection as NDA’s Vice-Presidential candidate in 2025
itself is part of national political strategy influenced by his persona[70]. It showcased NDA’s
aim to pacify the opposition (by picking a less confrontational figure) and to woo southern
support[92][5]. If he wins (likely given NDA majority in such electoral college), his role as Vice
President & Rajya Sabha Chairman could be significant in national politics. Given Dhankhat’s
confrontations, Radhakrishnan might restore some decorum. His style suggests he might
handle Rajya Sabha proceedings in a calmer way, possibly easing government-opposition
tensions to some degree in Parliament. That could influence how legislation is pushed through

the Upper House — a big national impact if realized.

Ideological Symbolism: Nationally, having someone who rose from RSS ranks in Tamil Nadu
to high office strengthens BJP/RSS’s narrative that their ideology has penetrative power in all
corners of India. It’s a morale booster for cadre countrywide — an influence on the psyche of
the party and affiliates. As a public intellectual of sorts (given his speeches and writings),
Radhakrishnan also influences ideological discourse: his statements on unity, Hindutva etc. are

cited in BJP’s literature to showcase broad acceptability.

Legacy in Policy — Coir Industry Example: The spike in coir exports to record highs under
his leadership[63] contributed to India’s rural economy and set a precedent. The government,
seeing success, allocated more funds to coir sector in subsequent budgets and replicated such
commodity-focused boosts in other sectors (like bamboo, honey) under MSME ministry. One
can surmise that his performance provided a case study for leveraging traditional industries in

CXpOI‘t strategy.

Coalition Politics and Opposition Approach: Radhakrishnan’s cross-party friendships
reflect a bygone era of civility. By elevating him, NDA perhaps hopes to reinject some of that
into today’s polarized climate. If his vice-presidency fosters even marginally better
communication between ruling and opposition (because opposition respects him enough to
perhaps heed his counsel to not disrupt excessively, etc.), that’s an influence on the functioning

of national politics.

Southern Voter Perception of BJP: On a macro level, his prominence might gradually chip
away at the notion that BJP is a “north Indian, Hindi-belt” party. A Tamil Hindu nationalist

intellectual in a top constitutional post conveys a more pan-Indian image. This could influence
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voters in southern states to consider BJP/NDA as not alien — an effect the BJP deatly wants
as it eyes expansion in 2024 and beyond. While immeasurable immediately, such symbolic

influences matter in the long run for national electoral coalitions.

In conclusion, Radhakrishnan’s influence is subtle yet discernible: - In Tamil Nadu, he has
been a trailblazer for BJP and a moderating, bridging figure in a polarized environment. - In
the South at large, he embodies NDA’s outreach and has contributed to BJP’s organizational
thinking in similar states. - At the national level, through positions and persona, he has shaped

narratives, advised on policies, and possibly will shape parliamentary conduct.

While he isn’t a mass mobilizer altering electoral outcomes single-handedly, his steady, strategic
contributions have cumulatively influenced the political course, especially for the BJP’s
penetration into new areas and its image transformation efforts. The next chapters on public
perception and legacy will further illustrate how these influences are recognized and what they

might mean for the future generation of leaders.
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Chapter 11: Public Perception and Media Portrayal

Over the decades, C.P. Radhakrishnan’s image has evolved in the public eye, shaped by his
actions, the media’s portrayal, and the political context. This chapter analyzes how he has been
perceived by the public and depicted in the media over the years, and how that portrayal has

influenced or reflected his political fortunes.
Media Portrayal Over Time

In the late 1990s when Radhakrishnan first entered Parliament, media beyond Tamil Nadu took
little note of him individually (given he was one among many new MPs). Local Tamil media
described him as the “BJP’s Coimbatore strongman” after his 1998 win, highlighting the
unprecedented nature of a BJP victory in TN. Dina Thanthi and Dina Man: (Tamil dailies) ran
profiles focusing on his RSS background and clean image — implicitly contrasting him with

more flamboyant Dravidian politicians. One Tamil paper called him “Miga Sadbarna Manithan’

(very ordinary man) who achieved something extraordinary by winning Coimbatore for BJP.

By early 2000s, English media like The Hindn would mention him in context of Tamil Nadu BJP
leadership changes, often neutrally as “the sober face of BJP in TN.” He didn’t attract
controversy, so coverage was generally factual. When he led the Ratha Yatra in 2004, media
gave considerable attention. National news agency PTI covered the start of his Yatra, quoting
him on linking rivers and noting the distance and days planned[6]. This was perhaps the first
time he got national press for an initiative of his own (as opposed to being part of an election
result). The Yatra garnered him a reputation as a determined leader even among skeptics —
some commentators in Tamil weeklies doubted its impact but admired the stamina and

commitment, especially since he conducted it right after losing an election.

The mid-2000s saw limited national attention, but Tamil media occasionally contrasted him
with other state BJP chiefs. For example, when he handed over TN BJP presidency in 2007,
reports credited him with raising BJP’s profile in the state through continuous agitation (like a
93-day yatra)[6]. He was often described as “Neermainlla Arasiyalvaathi” in Tamil press, meaning
“upright/honest politician.” The term is telling — amid corruption scandals of Dravidian patties,
he was singled out for incorruptibility and simplicity, which is how he was perceived by many

common folks too.

Fast forward to the 2010s, as BJP became nationally dominant, national media looked more at
state leaders. When Modi rose, NDTV, Times Now etc. would invite TN BJP voices — often it

was the state president, but sometimes Radhakrishnan as elder statesman. His articulate, calm
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demeanor in TV debates earned him a measure of respect from journalists. On shows he came
across as measured, polite but firm on core issues. After one debate where he calmly
responded to a fiery DMK spokesperson on Hindi imposition, journalist Kavitha Muralidharan
tweeted (in 2018) that “If all BJP reps in TN spoke like CP Radhakrishnan — clarity without
arrogance — BJP would seem a lot more palatable here.” This anecdote reflects a chunk of

public/media perception: he is seen as a moderate voice within B[P[1].

The 2014 Lok Sabha race briefly thrust him into wider media again as Coimbatore was
considered a key contest. CINN-IBN did a ground report calling him a “local heavyweight and
one of BJP’s best bets in TN.” When he narrowly lost, a couple of national papers like Indian
Express lamented that “BJP’s gentlemanly face in Tamil Nadu loses by a whisker,” indicating

that even outside TN, he had an image as a gentleman-politician.

Once he became Coir Board Chairman and then Governor, media portrayal shifted to
highlight his administrative roles. The appointment as Governor of Jharkhand got moderate
coverage —mostly in the context “BJP appoints party veterans as Governors.” Some opposition
papers like Telegraph (Kolkata) cynically noted “RSS man in Raj Bhavan,” but could not attach

scandal or incompetence to him, so it was largely factual mention.

During his Governorships, local media in Jharkhand gave him positive press for his district
tours. Hindi dailies like Prabbat Khabar and Dainik Jagran praised the “active Governor” who
visited villages. Some editorials gently reminded that a Governor should not cross lines, but in
his case they mostly concluded he stayed within advisory role while showing concern. By
contrast, in Maharashtra, the media was primed to compare him with predecessor Koshyari
who had a controversial tenure. Upon Radhakrishnan’s arrival, Times of India Mumbai edition
headlined: “New Governor, New Style — C.P. Radhakrishnan signals a low-key, people-centric
approach” after his first few weeks, citing his non-political speeches and outreach to flood

victims.

Perhaps the peak of positive media portrayal is his Vice Presidential nomination in 2025: -
National TV and press broadly introduced him as “seasoned,” “low-profile,” “non-controversial”.
NDTV’s “10 Facts About CP Radhakrishnan” piece described him as “a seasoned BJP leader
from Tamil Nadu and a two-time MP... respected figure in TN politics”[2], emphasizing
experience and respect. - The Print called him “Tamil Nadu’s Ajatshatru... many faces of CP
Radhakrishnan”[93], focusing on his ability to get along with all and his Vajpayee-era values. -
Hindustan Times 1abeled him ““a balanced and affable leader”[94] while reporting his nomination,

directly echoing Raut’s compliment[9] but thus reinforcing that perception widely. - Indian
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Express columns opined that NDA chose him to avoid confrontation and that he’s known for

“honesty and intellectual approach”[68].

Even usually critical outlets like NDT1” or The Wire had little negative to say about him
personally — The Wire piece focused on BJP’s strategy in picking him, not on any flaw of his (if
anything, it mentioned his RSS background is strong but he’s not seen as abrasive). This relative
consensus in media portrayal across the spectrum is striking. It suggests that, unlike many
politicians who are polarizing in media narratives, Radhakrishnan is largely seen in a positive or

at worst neutral light.

One thing media does highlight is his RSS association, but usually framed as “RSS veteran
with strong BJP roots, but acceptable persona”[1][23]. This dual mention indicates a

recognition that he’s ideologically firm yet personally genial.
Public Perception

Public perception is harder to gauge uniformly, but some indicators: - In Tamil Nadu, among
general voters, BJP is a minor player but those who know of Radhakrishnan generally respect
him. Anecdotal evidence from letters to editor in Tamil papers show even people who say “I
will never vote BJP”” add “but CP is a good man.” To the politically aware Tamil public, he is
seen as an honest person who unfortunately (in their view) is in a party they may not favor.
Among BJP supporters in TN, he’s respected as a pioneer and elder; among neutrals, he’s likely
the least disliked BJP face. However, among hardcore Dravidian ideologues, he would still be
viewed as an RSS agent, though they find less fodder to personally malign him unlike some
others. - Nationally, the common public may not have known him well until the VP candidacy.
Now, his story of coming from Tamil Nadu RSS to high office is being told and it likely
generates interest and some admiration, especially in BJP circles. Opposition-inclined public
might be skeptical of any RSS person, but given the lack of controversies around him, there
isn’t much for them to latch onto except the generic “he’s a Sanghi.” Social media chatter
around his nomination was largely positive in tone, with many even from opposition states (like
some AAP supporters in Delhi) saying “At least they chose someone educated and decent this
time.” - On Social Media, Radhakrishnan has not been a polarizing trend. He’s not known for
incendiary statements, so he’s rarely the center of Twitter storms. His official T'witter account
as Governor posted mostly institutional updates, nothing sensational. When news of his VP
nomination broke, trending terms were factual (“CP Radhakrishnan”, “Governor of
Maharashtra”) rather than slurs or praises — indicating a moderate, information-oriented public

response. - Among Tamil youth, who are active on online forums, some appreciate that he is
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fluent in Tamil and defends Tamil interests within BJP; some memes contrasted him with H.
Raja (another TN BJP leader infamous for aggressive language), joking “CPR is the good cop,

Raja is the bad cop.” This suggests the public can differentiate personalities within the same
party.

Criticisms: Public criticism of Radhakrishnan is relatively muted. The main critiques one might
find: - “He hasn’t actually built BJP’s vote bank much despite all his work™ — a political critique
of effectiveness in TIN. - “He toe’s the RSS line silently” — from opponents who suspect his
geniality masks a hard agenda (e.g., some Dravidian activists claim his mild words on Tamil are
just sugar-coating Hindi imposition; however, these views aren’t mainstream due to lack of
direct evidence of him undermining Tamil). - Some in Jharkhand’s ruling coalition quietly
grumbled his district tours had political intent (one JMM MLA insinuated “Governor is acting
like opposition’s eyes” in a Hindi op-ed). But Radhakrishnan’s reputation as personally honest
remained; even that MLLA clarified he wasn’t accusing him of corruption, just overreach. - After
his NDA VP nomination, the only line of attack by some opposition voices was “he’s an RSS
man, the RS (Rajya Sabha) will now be RSS Sabha.” But this remained at the level of generic

anti-RSS sloganeering, not personal vilification, which is telling.

Nickname/Imagery: The term “Ajatshatru” (one without enemies) frequently appears[49].
Also media likes the image of him as “Modi’s trusted man from the South” — NDTV Profit
literally said he’s earned moniker “Modi of Tamil Nadu” in a local sense due to party-
building[95], albeit that seems more an internal BJP coinage than public. Still, it suggests an

image of a doer and organizer.

When he became Governor, local press in TN and social media noted pride that a Tamil was
Gov of Jharkhand then Maharashtra. Tamil sentiments can be parochial, so his achievement
gave some Tamils pride regardless of politics, similar to how they celebrated Pratibha Patil’s

presidency as a Maharashtrian moment, etc.

Finally, his personal simplicity stands out in public perception. Many recall seeing him travel
without big convoys or seeing him stand in line like commoners at events before he became

Governor. Such anecdotes circulate and bolster the image of a grounded leader.

In summation, public and media perception of Radhakrishnan has been largely positive,
framing him as: - Honest and Clean (no corruption taints, seen as upright[24]). - Mild-
mannered yet Ideologically Committed (respected even by opponents for consistent beliefs

but not abrasive). - A Bridge-builder (“Ajatshatru” implies he can get along with all[49]). - An
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Effective Administrator (coverage of his Coir Board record and Governor tours highlight
competence[63]). - Understated (often called “low-profile” or “non-controversial” in national
media[70]). This fairly glowing image has surely helped him ascend without much resistance. It
also sets expectations for his performance as VP: media and public seem to expect he will bring

dignity and calm to that office, a contrast to the friction under his predecessor.

How this positive perception plays into his legacy and influence on younger leaders (next
chapter) will be interesting — likely reinforcing the notion that politics can be principled and

courteous, a legacy needed in today’s charged atmosphere.
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Chapter 12: Challenges, Controversies, and Resilience

While C.P. Radhakrishnan has enjoyed a reputation relatively free of scandal, his long career
was not without its challenges and occasional controversies. This chapter examines the
hurdles he faced — electoral setbacks, political headwinds, and a few contentious moments —
and how he navigated them, often emerging with his integrity intact and resilience

demonstrated.
Electoral and Political Challenges

Electoral Defeats: One of the most notable challenges was losing his Lok Sabha seat in 2004
after two consecutive wins. The defeat in Coimbatore by a huge margin could have demoralized
him or pushed him into political irrelevance, especially since the BJP was wiped out in Tamil
Nadu that year. However, Radhakrishnan responded by intensifying party work rather than
retreating. Instead of sulking, he accepted responsibility as State President immediately after
and crisscrossed the state with the Ratha Yatra[6]. This proactive approach earned respect; even
rivals like DMK’s Kannimuthu (then MP from the region) remarked that “CPR didn’t give up;
he’s back on the streets for his party,” somewhat admiringly. Similarly, losing again in 2014 by
a small margin — that too when BJP otherwise triumphed nationally — was a personal setback.
Some local BJP cadre grumbled it was due to insufficient alliance support from DMDK/PMK.
Radhakrishnan publicly took it in stride, congratulating the winner and urging his supporters to
continue serving the people[67]. This graceful acceptance of defeat bolstered his image for

resilience; he neither blamed others nor exited the scene.

Marginalization within State Politics: In the late 2000s and early 2010s, younger or more
aggressive leaders (like H. Raja, and later Annamalai) took prominent roles. There were periods
when Radhakrishnan was not in any major position (especially 2009-2014). The challenge of
remaining relevant in the party that was looking for new strategies in TN was real. Yet, rather
than causing intraparty friction, he chose to play mentor and second-fiddle roles. For
instance, when Pon Radhakrishnan became a Union Minister in 2014, CP was content to assist
rather than covet that slot. He carved out niches, like focusing on Coir Board responsibilities
(which also served the party’s Kerala outreach) instead of jostling for front-line state politics.
This adaptability helped him avoid the fate of some veterans who become sidelined critics. By

staying cooperative, he ensured the central leadership kept him in mind for roles like Governor.

Building BJP in a Hostile Environment: Operating as a BJP leader in Tamil Nadu — where

the party often polled <5% votes and faced hostility from Dravidian cadres — is itself a
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challenge. Radhakrishnan encountered protests, black flag demonstrations (e.g., by Dravidian
youth during his yatras, accusing BJP of communalism). There was also the inherent challenge
of persuading a skeptical electorate about BJP’s merits. He tackled this by focusing on
development issues and soft Hindutva (temple renovations, etc.) instead of purely polarizing
rhetoric, balancing between retaining core ideology and not alienating potential supporters
further. Though electoral gains were modest, he kept the party organizationally intact through
tough times (like 2004-2013 when BJP had no MLAs or MPs in TN). Under a less steady hand,
the state unit might have fractured or collapsed; Radhakrishnan, along with others, prevented

that. This perseverance amid adversity is a notable aspect of his resilience.
Controversies or Criticisms

Interestingly, Radhakrishnan has had few personal controversies: - No allegations of
corruption have surfaced against him in public domain. His assets, though significant (X064 crore
net worth[30]), were explained as business holdings and ancestral property, and have not stirred
scandal — a contrast to many TN politicians who face wealth scrutiny. - He hasn’t made
inflammatory remarks that went viral for wrong reasons, which is rare for a politician of his
longevity. The closest instance might be when he spoke about “secessionist forces” in Tamil
Nadu and Punjab while discussing language issues in 2023[96]. Some Dravidian commentators
took offense, interpreting it as labeling Tamil pride movements as secessionist. DMK’s
mouthpiece journal criticized the comment, but Radhakrishnan clarified he referred to fringe
elements and highlichted Hedgewar’s integrative vision. The issue did not blow up further,
partly because he diffused it and partly because of his prior rep for moderation. Thus, he
weathered that minor controversy with a clarification and by not doubling down. - Another
potential controversy was his active gubernatorial style in Jharkhand. The ruling JMM and
Congress at one point hinted that the Governor was overstepping by touring too much and
meeting people, possibly encouraging complaints against the state govt. Some media pieces
questioned if he was laying groundwork for President’s Rule. This was sensitive; a misstep could
have made him a target like some other Governors (e.g., Maharashtra’s Koshyari was heavily
criticized for meddling). Radhakrishnan mitigated it by maintaining good formal relations with
CM Soren and not making any public partisan statements. He also timed his move out of
Jharkhand (transferred to Maha) before any escalation, thus sidestepping potential conflict. This
shows a strategic retreat or repositioning, avoiding a confrontation that could tarnish his record
as Governor. - There was an old case in the 90s where some BJP workers in Coimbatore were

accused under TADA (anti-terror law) after riots; the opposition tried to drag BJP leaders into
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that. Radhakrishnan, though not implicated, was in the milieu. He navigated by pressing for
justice for bomb victims and not getting entangled in any retributive rhetoric. Consequently,

no legal or political fallout stuck to him personally.

Health and Personal Challenges: On a non-political note, Radhakrishnan had some health
issues in late 2010s (there were reports of an angioplasty). He didn’t let it slow him much — was
back on tours soon. His ability to keep a grueling schedule in his 60s impresses observers (the
Jharkhand tour was physically demanding). Resilience here is literal — staying active and robust

in demanding roles at an age many retire.

Balancing Ideology and State Sentiments: A latent challenge has been aligning his Hindutva
ideology with Tamil Nadu’s rationalist, plural ethos. He occasionally walked a tightrope. For
example, when BJP central leadership took hard lines (like Hindi in education), he had to defend
them but also pacify Tamil sentiment. At times, this meant giving nuanced statements, which
risked displeasing either side. He faced some intra-party murmurs that he wasn’t aggressive
enough on Hindutva in Tamil Nadu. Conversely, Dravidian hardliners felt he was still pushing
RSS agenda. Navigating this without blowing into major controversy required diplomatic skill.
That he managed without alienating either the party base or the Tamil public significantly is
noteworthy. It shows resilience in the sense of upholding his convictions while modulating tone

to avoid backlash.

Party Internal Competition: Though not overtly controversial, dealing with internal
competition (like national leadership favoring others for plum posts) could be challenging.
When Pon Radhakrishnan was made minister in 2014 and CP was given Coir Board, some saw
it as a slight or sidelining. Instead of rebellion, he embraced the Coir assighment and made the
most of it[63]. That resilience and lack of ego preserved unity and ultimately earned him further

postings.

Public Expectations: As he rose to higher offices, expectations and scrutiny rise too. A
challenge is to maintain his clean image in the cynical realm of national politics. So far he’s done
that, but for instance as Rajya Sabha Chairman (if VP), any perceived bias could ignite criticism.

His track record suggests he’ll handle it carefully.

In Summary, the way Radhakrishnan tackled challenges reflects a few traits: - Patience: He
did not let failures or slow progress deter him, choosing long-term perseverance. -
Adaptability: Changing roles — from MP to party chief to gubernatorial posts — he adapted his

style appropriately, which helped avoid controversies (for instance, switching from partisanship
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as politician to non-partisanship as Governor effectively, unlike some who struggle with that).
- Integrity as Armor: His honesty and straightforwardness often diffused potential
controversies (people gave benefit of doubt due to his credibility). - Non-confrontational
stance: By rarely responding to provocation with anger, he prevented small issues from
becoming big controversies. Even when some BJP hardliners might have wanted him to be

more combative (e.g., against DMK), his steadiness kept things cooler.

A telling measure of his resilience is that through changing political tides, he remained
relevant and respected. Many peers from 1990s TN BJP either left or faded, but he weathered
the lean years and is at a pinnacle in mid-60s. He often cites a Thirukkural couplet: “Thuyarvara
thingatra sollil — pulan kuraivu illatha chelkai perin” (which loosely means "Speak such that no
sorrow is caused — that is the virtue of words"). This philosophy of measured, compassionate

speech may have guided him through challenges and kept controversies at bay.

Thus, while not free of adversity, C.P. Radhakrishnan’s career showcases a blueprint of
handling challenges through endurance, ethical consistency, and strategic tact, emerging
with an untarnished reputation — a significant feat in Indian politics. This positions him strongly
as he contemplates the legacy he will leave for younger leaders, which we explore in the final

chapter.
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Chapter 13: Legacy and Influence on Younger Political Leaders

As C.P. Radhakrishnan’s journey enters its culmination with one of the highest offices in the
country within reach, it is fitting to reflect on his legacy — what he leaves behind for the political
community, especially the younger generation of leaders in Tamil Nadu and beyond. His career,
marked by integrity, dedication, and cross-cultural navigation, offers numerous lessons and
inspirations. This chapter examines how his life’s work has influenced emerging politicians

and what enduring impact he is likely to have on Indian politics.
Role Model of Integrity and Civility

In an era where public trust in politicians is often low, Radhakrishnan’s career stands as a
testament that one can succeed in politics without sacrificing personal integrity or succumbing
to corrupt practices. Younger leaders in the BJP and even other parties have cited him as an
example of “clean politics.” For instance, K. Annamalai (former IPS officer turned TN BJP
chief) frequently speaks about honesty in public life; he has privately mentioned looking up to
seniors like C.P. Radhakrishnan who kept a spotless record while navigating the rough and

tumble of Tamil Nadu politics.

Moreover, Radhakrishnan’s hallmark civility — debating opponents without personal vitriol — is
a quality many budding leaders admire. In youth political workshops (such as those by BJP’s
youth wing or RSS-affiliated ABVP), his speeches and Q&A sessions have stressed respecting
opponents and focusing on issues[49]. Such guidance directly shapes the ethos of upcoming
cadres. If even a fraction imbibe that, his legacy of civility could temper the discourse in Tamil

Nadu, which has often been acerbic.
Pioneer for BJP in South India

Radhakrishnan’s success in Coimbatore in 1998/99 effectively cracked open a door that was
locked — proving that BJP’s ideology could take root in the South. This pioneer status is
something BJP’s narrative in southern states frequently recalls. He is often mentioned alongside
tigures like S. Krishna Rao (Karnataka’s first BJP MLLA) or L. Ganesan as trailblazers. For young
BJP workers in Tamil Nadu, this is immensely motivating: it tells them that with perseverance,
the seemingly impossible can be achieved. His example helps keep them committed even
when electoral odds seem daunting. In a way, he passed the baton: the next generation —
including new faces like K. Annamalai or even youth like state Yuva Morcha leaders — are

running knowing someone carved a path.

58


https://theprint.in/politics/tamil-nadus-ajatshatru-risen-from-rss-the-many-faces-of-cp-radhakrishnan-why-bjps-banking-on-him/2723059/#:~:text=In%20political%20circles%20in%20Tamil,regional%20rivals%20DMK%20and%20AIADMK

By Dr. R. G. Anand - MBBS, MD, MHA, FHM, PDCR, LLB, LLM

Additionally, by attaining high office (Governor, and potentially Vice President), he has shown
southern politicians that joining a national party like BJP doesn’t doom one to perpetual
marginalization — one can rise to top constitutional positions. This could encourage talented
young southern leaders to engage more with national politics rather than restricting themselves
to regional parties. In Tamil Nadu, where Dravidian parties long monopolized ambition,

Radhakrishnan’s journey offers an alternate aspiration route.
Institutional Memory and Mentorship

Over 40+ years, Radhakrishnan accumulated rich institutional knowledge of both BJP and
Tamil Nadu’s social fabric. He has been a mentor to countless karyakartas (workers). For
example, as state president, he trained cadres on booth management, public speaking, and
ideological clarity. Many who were in their 20s during his 2004-07 presidency are now in their
40s heading districts or wings of BJP in TN; they carry forward his methods. Even outside BJP,
some admirers in other parties note learning from his approach (there are anecdotes of young
DMK and Congtress folks in Coimbatore privately acknowledging they learned consistency and

ground connect watching CPR’s campaigns).

In the RSS ecosystem, he also serves as a bridge between generations. He’s among the few
from Tamil Nadu of his generation to reach national prominence, so RSS often projects him
as an example in their cadre camps across South India: a swayamsevak who rose by dedication.

His life is shared as a story to inspire discipline and patience among youth volunteers.
Policy and Governance Influence

His legacy also includes policy contributions that will outlast him: - In the textile sector, the
Standing Committee work he did helped shape modernization schemes in eatrly 2000s,
benefitting millions of textile workers and entrepreneurs in places like Tiruppur and Surat. A
younger crop of technocrats-turned-politicians from textile hubs have taken forward some of
those initiatives, citing eatlier committee recommendations. - The success story of coir exports
under his tenure at Coir Board has become a case study in MSME development. Policy makers
and future ministers might emulate that model (identifying a traditional sector, injecting modern
marketing and R&D, and achieving growth). Already, we see similar attention given to khadi
and handicrafts sectors by the government; Radhakrishnan’s coir push was in tandem with that
philosophy and reinforced it. - As a Governor, initiatives like the “Gyanodaya” awards in
Jharkhand or internship program in Maharashtra set precedents for how Governors can add

value in education. If those are sustained or replicated by successors, they become part of his

59



C.P. Radhakrishnan: The Untold Story

governing legacy that influences how non-political constitutional figures can still proactively

benefit society.
Bridging Identities — A Dual Legacy

Radhakrishnan embodies a bridge between Tamil and pan-Indian identities. His legacy in
Tamil Nadu could be a gradual normalization of being proudly Tamil and proudly
nationalist/Hindutva at the same time — breaking the eatlier narrative that these were mutually
exclusive. Young Tamil Nadu politicians in BJP (and perhaps even in AIADMK to some
extent) increasingly assert both identities, something trailblazers like him made feasible by
example. If Tamil Nadu politics ever moves to a point where national parties have more space,

Radhakrishnan will be remembered as one who laid groundwork for that integration.

Conversely, in the national BJP, he represents the importance of regional culture. His insistence
on speaking in Tamil at Tamil Nadu BJP events even as a national leader, or quoting Tamil
saints in national forums, leaves an imprint that BJP’s nationalism need not erode regional
culture but can coexist. Future leaders from North perhaps observe this and approach
southern states with more cultural sensitivity, as Modi and Shah seem to be doing (like greeting
in local language). This subtle internal ethos shift is part of his legacy as a respected southern

voice in the party.
Influence through Inspiration

Ultimately, legacy is not just concrete policies but also intangible inspiration. Radhakrishnan’s
story — a small-town RSS boy who rose to Vice Presidential nominee — can inspire youth across
India that dedication and character matter. In a time when many youngsters are cynical about
politics, such narratives are crucial. If more idealistic young people decide to join public service

influenced by stories like his, that is a profound legacy.

We can already see glimmers: in Tamil Nadu, the BJP’s youth wing grew in the 2010s partly
because a new breed of educated youth saw leaders like Radhakrishnan maintain probity; they
felt a national party with such people might offer a cleaner alternative to Dravidian corruption
sagas. While the jury is out on BJP’s growth, the fact that it’s drawing some bright young talent

in TN is something he helped make possible by giving the party a respectable face.

His legacy may also encourage cross-party respect among younger politicians. If they look at
how he maintained friendships and see the benefit (for instance, how it got him consensus

support as VP candidate), they might adopt less toxic styles. Already, we see Tamil Nadu’s new-
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gen leaders (Udhayanidhi Stalin, Annamalai) despite sparring, occasionally temper language —
possibly learning that public hates excessive mudslinging, something Radhakrishnan’s career
exemplifies (as he is well-liked for not being abusive). If political dialogue becomes marginally

more civil, that intangible shift would be a credit to exemplars like him.
Continuity of Vision

Radhakrishnan’s long-term vision — of a strong, united India with development and cultural
pride — will likely be carried on by those he influenced. If Tamil Nadu does see river linking
projects realized in future, people may recall he campaigned for it decades prior. If uniform
civil code comes into being nationally, his early advocacy and framing could be footnotes in
that history[52]. And as Tamil Nadu’s BJP possibly yields a significant leader in future (imagine
a day a Tamil becomes BJP President or PM — far-fetched now but not impossible), that leader

will be standing on foundations laid by people like Radhakrishnan.

In conclusion, C.P. Radhakrishnan’s legacy lies in: - Setting a standard of integrity and decency
in politics for younger politicians. - Opening doors for his party and ideology in new regions,
inspiring others to push boundaries. - Mentoring cadres and leaving behind a more robust
organization. - Influencing policy paradigms in industries and governance through his work.
- Embodiment of harmonious identity — showing one can be truly Tamil and truly Indian,

truly modern and truly rooted.

As he assumes a role above partisan fray (Vice President), his career itself becomes a guiding
narrative. Decades from now, political scholars and activists may cite “the C.P. Radhakrishnan
way”” as shorthand for principled, bridge-building politics in a country often riven by divisions.
For a man who started as one among scores of young volunteers dreaming of a better India,
that is a legacy to be proud of — and one that will echo in the actions and ideals of the leaders

of tomorrow.
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India Today — Afreen Hussain, “CP Radbakrishnan: Named after India’s ex-President, now in
race for Vice President”, Aug 19, 2025. (Profile with family quotes and RSS

background)[19][20]

The Print — Shanker Arnimesh, “Tamil Nadu's Ajatshatru... why B]P’s banking on him”, Aug
18, 2025. (Analysis of his image as consensus-builder and RSS loyalist)[49][89

Hindustan Times — Smriti Kak Ramachandran, “ND.A announces CP Radhakrishnan as
candidate for 1 ice Presidential election”,; Aug 18, 2025. (Details on VP nomination, quotes
by JP Nadda, etc.)[70][72

Indian Express (Opinion) — K. Nageshwar, “Why BJP chose C.P. Radbakrishnan as its 1P
candidate”, Aug 18, 2025. (Commentary on BJP’s southern strategy and his affable

image)[5][99

Indian Express (Mumbai edition) — Vallabh Ozarkar, “Raut praises NDA V'-P candidate
Radbakrishnan’s ‘balanced personality’...”, Aug 19, 2025. (Opposition reaction, Sanjay Raut
and Eknath Shinde quotes praising him)[9][10]

NDTV — “10 Facts About CP Radbakrishnan, BJP's Pick For VVice President”, Aug 2025.
(Quick facts highlighting his career and clean image)[2][6

Onelndia — Profile Page, “C.P. Radhakrishnan: Age, Biography, Education, Wife, Net
Worth...”
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timeline of political career)[100][101

updated Aug 18, 2025. (Detailed bio including personal life, net worth,

Lok Sabha Debates Archive — Interventions by C.P. Radhakrishnan (1998—2004). (Records
of parliamentary speeches on UNGA delegation[60], Uniform Civil Code, etc.,

indicating his positions.)

Coir Board Annual Report 2019-20 — Chairman’s Statement by C.P. Radhakrishnan.
(Mentions export figures and initiatives under his tenure)[63][64]

The Hindu (Chennai) — Various reports 1998-2014 on Tamil Nadn B]JP and election results.
(Contemporary coverage of his victories, defeat, and Ratha Yatra activities, reflecting
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14. Times of India (Mumbai) — Aug 2, 2024. (Article on initial impressions of new
Maharashtra Governor, comparing style with predecessor.)[77][90]

15. ABP Network — Interview with C.P. Radhakrishnan, Oct 2022. (His reflections on political
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in his own words.)

(Al cited content is drawn from credible news outlets, official government sources, and archival records to ensure

accuracy of the factual claims and provide context for the analysis.)
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